KAIKOURA DISTRICT COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT 9.00AM ON
WEDNESDAY 17 DECEMBER 2014 AT MEMORIAL HALL SUPPER
ROOM, ESPLANADE, KAIKOURA.

AGENDA
1. Apologies
2. Open Forum – Session for members of the public wishing to comment on items included in this
agenda.
The Council meeting will adjourn following this item and will resume following the Finance and
Policy Committee meeting.
3. Matters of Importance to be raised as Urgent Business
4. Block Offer 2015

page 29

5. Smokefree Aotearoa New Zealand 2025

page 38

6. 11.30am NZ Police Update
 An update from Kaikoura Police will be provided in Public Excluded
7. Public Forum
TIME
NAME
-

SUBJECT
-

-

8. Environment Canterbury Update
 K Heays from Environment Canterbury will be in attendance at 1.15pm to present this
item.
9. Civic Building Update

page 41

10. Civil Defence Update

page 49

11. G20 Conference
 A verbal report will be provided at the meeting.
12. Climate Change and Rising Seas

page 51

13. Committee Updates
14. Mayor’s Report

page 54

15. Minutes to be Confirmed:
 Council 19/11/2014

page 55

16. Reports to be Adopted:
 Works & Services Committee 19/11/2014
 Environmental Services Committee 19/11/2014
 Finance and Policy Committee 19/11/2014

page 64
page 66
page 68

17. Minutes to be received
 Kaikoura Zone Water Committee 24/09/2014
 Kaikoura Zone Water Committee Minutes 29/10/2014

page 70
page 75

18. Urgent Business
19. Council Public Excluded Session
Moved, seconded that the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this
meeting, namely

a.
b.
c.
d.

Appointment of Community Representatives to Kaikoura Zone Water Committee
Development
New Zealand Police Update
CEO Performance Review

The general subject matter to be considered while the public is excluded, the reason for
passing this resolution in relation to each matter, and the specific grounds under Section 48(1)
and 7(2)(i) of the Local Government Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this
resolution are as follows:
General subject of
each to be
considered

Reason for
passing this resolution in relation to
each matter

Grounds of the Act
under which this
resolution is made

Appointment of Community
Representatives to Kaikoura Zone
Water Committee
Development

The exclusion of the public from the whole or the
relevant part of the proceedings of the meeting is
necessary to protect the privacy of natural persons.
The exclusion of the public from the whole or the
relevant part of the proceedings of the meeting is
necessary to enable the Local Authority to protect
information where the making available of that
information would likely unreasonably to prejudice
the commercial position of the person who supplied
the information or who is the subject of the
information.
The exclusion of the public from the whole or the
relevant part of the proceedings of the meeting is
necessary to protect information which is subject to
an obligation of confidence or which any person has
been or could be compelled to provide under the
authority of any enactment, where the making
available of the information would be likely to
prejudice the supply of similar information or
information from the same source, and it is in the
public interest that such information should continue
to be supplied.
The exclusion of the public from the whole or the
relevant part of the proceedings of the meeting is
necessary to protect the privacy of natural persons.

Section 48(1)(a) and 7(2)(a)

New Zealand Police Update

CEO Performance Review

Section
7(2)(b)(ii)

48(1)(a)

and

Section 48(1)(a) and
7(2)(c)(i)

Section 48(1)(a) and 7(2)(a)

Block Offer 2015
Introduction
Council has received a letter advising that the government has started consultation for Block Offer
2015. The Block Offer is a tender used to allocate petroleum exploration permits, including permits
to explore for gas hydrates. New Zealand Petroleum and Minerals release specific areas for bids.
These release areas are made up of blocks, and bidders can bid for one or more adjoining blocks. This
allows bidders to define their desired permit area based on their own analysis of the data available.
New Zealand has run annual Block Offers since 2012. New Zealand Petroleum and Minerals select the
release areas for Block Offers based on their prospectivity and commercial interest and from 2013;
companies have been able to bid for their own block outlines based on a map network system within
each release area.
Before New Zealand Petroleum and Minerals announce the Block Offer:
 New Zealand Petroleum and Minerals first ask industry to nominate areas to include in the
allocation, then consult with iwi and hapū in the proposed areas,
 New Zealand Petroleum and Minerals also discuss the proposed areas with local
government. (Note that areas listed under Schedule 4 of the Crown Minerals Act 1991 are
automatically excluded from the Block Offer).
Information gathered during consultation guides the Minister’s decision on the final make-up of the
Block Offer. This helps to ensure New Zealand Petroleum and Minerals identify sites of cultural,
historical or environmental value. A report and recommendations are then provided to the Minister
of Energy and Resources.
In the past Council has lodged submissions on the Block Offer process. The submissions have
outlined concerns from effects of proposed exploration and drilling activities on the Kaikoura Coastal
Marine Area. The submission on the Block Offer 2015 has been based on the past submissions, as
the only new matters that have arisen since the past submissions were ratified is the Kaikōura (Te Tai
o Marokura) Marine Management Act 2014 and the formation of a Ministerial Advisory Committee.
The submission states that the advisory Committee may advise on matters of biosecurity,
conservation and fisheries. While these matters are not expressly provided for in the Act, they are
directly affected by Petroleum and Mineral activity.
With the enactment of the Kaikōura (Te Tai o Marokura) Marine Management Act 2014, the Whale
Sanctuary Area limits:
 Within the whale sanctuary there are restrictions set on level 1 and level 2 seismic survey
activities.
 Level 1 is excluded from the entire whale sanctuary. (unless required for urgent hazard
assessment)
 Level 2 can occur in the outer whale sanctuary but requires Director General approval to
occur in the inner whale sanctuary.
 Level 1 exclusion basically removes oil and gas exploration from the whale sanctuary but
outside that line it’s all open.
The map shows a little bit taken out of the 2015 block offer for the Pegasus and East Coast basins
closest to Kaikoura which accounts for the northern outer tip of the sanctuary. However, it is worth
mentioning this in the submission.
The consultation period begun on 14 November 2014 and closes on 9 February 2015. This means
that this is the last Council meeting to consider a submission before the closing date.

If Council is in agreement, the attached submission will be lodged with New Zealand Petroleum and
Minerals. The process from this point is that staff from New Zealand Petroleum and Minerals will
consider the submissions, and a summary will be presented to the Minister for consideration.
Recommendation
It is recommended that Council;
1. Receives the information in the report
2. Support the submission on New Zealand Petroleum and Mineral NZ Block Offer
Consultation Document.

New Zealand Block Offer 2014
Submission on Consultation Document
Kaikoura District Council
34 Esplanade
PO Box 6
KAIKOURA
Phone: 03 3195026
Email: rachel.vaughan@kaikoura.govt.nz
Contact: Rachel Vaughan
Kaikoura District Council is happy to answer any questions in regard to this submission
About Kaikoura District - as background to our position
1. Kaikoura District is the smallest local authority in Mainland New Zealand. The Kaikoura
District spans from the Haumuri Bluffs in the south to the Kekerengu valley in the north,
covering 2,048 square kilometres of diverse landscape. Kaikoura District is located between
the Pacific Ocean and the Inland Kaikoura Range. The Kaikoura District has wonderful
environmental diversity and which ranges from sea level to snow capped mountain of 2,885
metres. The spectacular coastline provides excellent fishing, sporting and recreation for
Kaikoura’s residents and visitors. The Kaikoura Canyon, at around 1,300 metres deep,
provides the natural habitat for the sperm whale, and is also host to over 200 species of
marine life. The Kaikoura coastline also experiences a large number of migratory and visiting
whale and dolphin species close to shore. The regular visitors include Southern Right Whale,
Orca, Humpback, Sperm Whale and Dusky and Hector Dolphin Species.
2. Historically the District has thrived in the fishing, farming and forestry industries. Today
Kaikoura is a world-class tourism destination, yet still maintains its fishing and farming
heritage. The District boasts award-winning restaurants, cafés and accommodation facilities,
wineries and modern small boat facilities.
3. Kaikoura’s vision is to display responsible custodianship of its unique natural, social, cultural
and built environmental resources, by ensuring the sustainable utilisation and management
of these resources.
4. To strategically progress toward sustainability, members of the Community need a shared
understanding of what sustainability is, and a compass to frame and guide decision-making
and planning. In 2000, the Kaikoura District Council adopted the principles of Agenda 21, to

guide its progress toward sustainability. This meant gaining an awareness of sustainability,
and gaining a deeper understanding to plan toward a sustainable society. The commitment
covers all aspects of sustainability, where the ultimate goals are social and environmental
sustainability, and a vibrant economy is the means to ensure that we achieve these goals. As
we strive toward social and environmental sustainability and a healthy economy in the longterm, we recognize that there will be short-term tradeoffs along the way.. These tradeoffs
must also be managed to ensure that critical aspects are not compromised.
5. Kaikoura District Council works closely with the Te Runanga o Kaikoura on a shared
governance model. Both the community and the Runanga have raised concerns with the
Kaikoura District Council regarding the impact of the petroleum and oil exploration on the
coastal and marine environment around Kaikoura.
6. The Kaikoura Community formed a group to address issues in the Kaikoura Coastal
Environment, this group is called Te Korowai o Te Tai o Marokura/Kaikoura Marine
Guardians. In August 2014, Kaikōura (Te Tai o Marokura) Marine Management Act 2014
received royal assent.

This legislation gave effect to the Kaikoura Marine Strategy. The

purpose of the Act is to:
(a) recognise the local, national, and international importance of the coast and sea
around Kaikōura (Te Tai o Marokura) as a consequence of its unique coastal and
marine environment and distinctive biological diversity and cultural heritage:
(b) provide measures to assist the preservation, protection, and sustainable and
integrated management of the coastal and marine environment and biological
diversity of Te Tai o Marokura:
(c) acknowledge the importance of kaitiakitanga and local leadership:
(d) establish an advisory committee to provide advice regarding biosecurity,
conservation, and fisheries matters within a marine management area:
(e) establish, within Te Tai o Marokura,—
(i) a marine reserve:
(ii) a whale sanctuary:
(iii) a New Zealand fur seal sanctuary:
(iv) various mātaitai reserves and taiāpure-local fisheries:
(f) amend the Fisheries (Amateur Fishing) Regulations 2013 to provide specific
regulation of amateur fishing in the marine management area.
7. The effects on marine mammals and other marine species and fisheries of exploration
activities including seismic surveying are particularly challenging for the Block Offer 2015
areas off the Kaikōura coast. The internationally significant marine ecosystems of the
Kaikōura Trench, and the whales and other wildlife that depend on this habitat and
resources, are of crucial importance to the Kaikōura community, as is reflected in the
Kaikōura Marine Strategy.

The issue
8. The Kaikoura Community is concerned about the Block Offer process for Oil Permitting and
Exploration in New Zealand. The principal concern relates to the blocks in the Pegasus Basin
Great South Canterbury Basin which are on the East Coast of New Zealand. Of particular
concern is the effect any seismic investigation and exploratory drilling in this area may have
on the Kaikoura marine environment.
9. Locally the concern is with blocks on offer in the Pegasus Basin and the Great South
Canterbury Basin, which could have effects on the Kaikoura coastline and marine
environment. The Kaikoura District Council has little information on how the seismic testing,
exploratory and drilling process may affect the coastal marine area in the District. Of
particular concern are the marine environments that support both resident and itinerant
marine mammals, sea birds and the highly productive marine ecosystems that contribute to
the marine environment.
10. The Kaikoura District is highly reliant on the marine environment for the economic wellbeing
of the District. The effects of seismic testing on marine mammals are unknown. If any
drilling activity, including the seismic testing was to drive whales, dolphins or seals from our
coastline, our marine tourism based economy would be destroyed. Any subsequent drilling
accidents would cause additional devastation. The Kaikoura Community have worked hard
toward sustainability and protecting the natural environment for future generations.
11. The Kaikoura District Council also supports the work Maritime New Zealand has done on the
Marine Oil Spill Response Strategy. However, Kaikoura District Council are concerned about
the increased risks of an oil spill from the proposed new exploration areas off the Canterbury
and Kaikōura coasts included in the 2012-2014 and now 2015 Block Offers.
Relief sought
12. Kaikoura District Council recognize the past efforts of New Zealand Petroleum and Minerals
to exclude the Whale Sanctuary area. However, it is unclear form the current block offer
maps is these areas have again been excluded.
13. The Kaikoura District Council understands that the Block Offer process is well advanced,
however, there are concerns around the following matters that the Kaikoura District Council
would be grateful if the Minister would consider.
14. The Kaikōura (Te Tai o Marokura) Marine Management Act 2014 acknowledges the
importance of kaitiakitanga and local leadership. The Block Offer process should be weighed
against this Kaikōura (Te Tai o Marokura) Marine Management Act 2014 (hereafter the Act)

and ensure the Block Offer process is in accordance with the provisions of the Act. Section 6
of the Act, also seeks an advisory committee to be appointed to give the Ministers advice on
the matters listed under Section 7. While petroleum exploration is not a matter to be
considered under Section 7 of the Act, there may be effects on the matters listed in Section 7
from Petroleum and Mineral activities. The Minister is asked to fully consult with the
advisory committee on Petroleum and Mineral activities when it is formed.
15. The Minister is asked to consider the unique features and ecosystems of the Kaikoura
Coastline and in particular how any activities would affect the unique marine mammals, the
highly productive coastal environment and the aspiration of World Heritage status for the
area.
16. The Kaikoura Community would request that the following issues be investigated prior to
letting any further permits in the Pegasus Basin or the Great South-Canterbury area:
a. The impacts of any exploratory or drilling activity on marine mammals particularly in
the proposed marine mammal sanctuary area outlined in the Kaikoura Marine
Strategy.
b. The impacts of any exploratory or drilling activity, including seismic survey, on both
the residential and migratory marine mammal species in the adjacent marine
environments.
c. Any risk to drilling activity being interrupted by seismic activity. Particular attention
should be given to any seismic activity in the plate subduction zones around New
Zealand including the The Hikurangi Trench.

Particularly the risk of oil spill

associated with the seismic risk.
d. The risk from an oil spill, including the use of oil dispersants on Kaikoura’s flora and
fauna. Oil dispersants may be any chemical that is used during clean up of a
petroleum based discharge including – the effects on marine mammals, the effects
on mahinga kai and biological accumulation of the chemical used.
e. Effects associated with the transport of oil or oil dispersants due to tidal currents
affecting sensitive environments around New Zealand’s coastline or marine areas.
f.

Effects of the activity including use of dispersants on areas of productivity around
New Zealand’s coastline or marine areas.

g. The risk of the drilling activity, including use of dispersants, on Kaikoura’s marine
canyon. The Kaikoura Canyon has been found to be an area of very high productivity
in New Zealand’s coastline and marine area.

17. The introduction of offshore oil and gas exploration and drilling vessels and equipment from
other maritime environments to the waters off the Canterbury and Kaikōura coasts has the
potential to establish a new range of biosecurity risks. Environment Canterbury is the
regulatory body for marine biosecurity and would need to have confidence that these risks
have been addressed.
18. Kaikoura District Council recognise the economic benefits to the whole country, an any
indirect economic flow on benefits to the Kaikoura region as well as Marlborough. The
Kaikoura Community aware that many of our tourism ventures rely on fossil fuels and the
right balance needs to be struck for New Zealand as a whole as what areas are appropriate
for certain activities.
19. The Kaikoura District Council holds a concern that the NZ marketing brand used by Tourism
NZ could be irreversibly affected by high risk off shore oil exploration and the cost to the
Country as a whole could well exceed the short term financial gain from the mineral
resources.
20. The Kaikoura District Council respectfully request the Minister consider the detrimental
impact oil exploration and drilling may have on Kaikoura’s pristine natural environment.
Damage to the natural environment in turn will damage the Kaikoura Community socially
and economically.
The Kaikoura District Council would be happy to discuss these issues in more detail if required.

Smokefree Aoteraoa New Zealand 2025
At its October meeting Council received a presentation from representatives from Smokefree
Canterbury. They requested Council consider endorsing Smokefree 2025 in its Long Term Plan and
following that look at options where Council’s Smokefree Outdoor Areas Policy could be extended.
The attached, provided by Smokefree Canterbury, outlines the effects of smoking and the benefits of
endorsing Smokefree 2025 and extending Council’s Smokefree Outdoor Areas Policy.
Recommendation:
It is recommended that;
1. Council endorse Smokefree 2025 for inclusion in the Long Term Plan.

In March 2011 the NZ government committed to a goal of New Zealand becoming Smokefree by
2025.
What does Smokefree Aotearoa 2025 actually mean?
 That our children and grandchildren will be free from tobacco and enjoy tobacco free lives.
 That smoking will be at very low levels.
 It will be very difficult to sell or supply tobacco.
Smokefree 2025 will be achieved by:
 Providing the best possible support for quitting.
 Protecting children from exposure to tobacco marketing, promotion & visibility of tobacco.
 Reducing the supply of, and demand for tobacco i.e. increasing tax excise.
Why is Smokefree Aotearoa 2025 important?
 Smoking causes nearly a quarter of all cancer deaths.
 Tobacco smoking is the single most preventable cause of death and disease in New Zealand.
Why is it important for Kaikoura District Council to endorse Smokefree Aotearoa 2025?
 Local government is one of the most important influences on community health and
wellbeing.
 Areas of council public open space are already promoted as being Smokefree.
 Smokefree community space reduces butt litter and reflects KDCs green globe status.
 Smokefree community spaces contributes to “Protecting the safety, health and well-being
of all residents and visitors to the district” (Pg. 121, Safety and Wellbeing, KDC Annual Plan
2014/15)
What the KDC do to support a smokefree future?
 Support the continued partnership between KDC and Smokefree Canterbury.
 Ensure the current Smokefree Policy is promoted.
 Support the creation of more Smokefree community spaces.
 Ensure the goal for Smokefree Aotearoa 2025 is incorporated into the LTP process in 2015.
Once endorsed, what does mean?
 Kaikoura District Council demonstrating leadership on a significant public health issue at a
local level.
 Contribute to the image of Kaikoura as tourist destination.
 Ensure that a strong framework supports the forthcoming long term planning process.
Smokefree Aotearoa 2025 means the next generation of New Zealanders will be the first
smokefree generation.

Smokefree 2025 means
Promoting Smokefree outside council buildings

Promoting Smokefree outdoor dining

Promoting Kaikoura as a first class Smokefree tourist destination

Civil Defence Update
Training for October –December
Project Information Training
Two members of Council staff participated in a free day long course on Project Information
Management sponsored by the Christchurch Civil Defence. Managing information, communicating
and listening to the community are important aspects of managing any crisis. This course was a
helpful introduction to this area of emergency management.
Coordination Incident Management Systems (CIMS) Training
The Emergency Management Officer, the Planning and Intelligence Manager and Police Sergeant
Matt Boyce attended a free three day course on using CIMS to manage emergencies and events
involving multiple agencies hosted by Waimakariri Civil Defence.
The course was excellent as there were staff and volunteers from a wide variety of emergency
responders. It was especially useful to have Kaikoura’s police sergeant in attendance.
Two members of St John Kaikoura will be attending a CIMS course in Christchurch this month and it is
hoped that an all Kaikoura Emergency Services CIMS course will be offered next year.
Long Distance Tsunami Evacuation Planning
Members of the Kaikoura Civil Defence, an Environment Canterbury Hazards expert, Kaikoura and
Christchurch Police meet to begin putting together an evacuation plan for the district based on the
latest research, tsunami mapping and LIDAR mapping now available.
This will most likely be a year-long project. A draft will be completed and will be presented to
partner agencies and the community for input before a final plan is complete.
National Tsunami Warning System
New Zealand is a member of the Pacific Tsunami Warning System (an international system under the
auspices of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO) designed to provide
timely and effective information about tsunamis or potential tsunamis generated in the Pacific Basin.
In New Zealand the system is complemented by GNS Science geological hazards and sea level
monitoring. The Ministry of Civil Defence & Emergency Management (MCDEM) is the agency
responsible for initiating national tsunami advisories and warnings to the communities of New
Zealand.
The threat assessment contained in PTWC messages does not represent the official assessment in
New Zealand. MCDEM uses the PTWC threat assessment as one of several considerations to initiate
official advisories or warnings in New Zealand.
If deemed appropriate MCDEM will issue appropriate notifications to agencies via the National
Warning System:




“National Advisory–Tsunami No Threat to NZ”
“National Advisory–Tsunami Potential Threat to NZ”
“National Warning–Tsunami Threat to NZ”

The duty officer, the welfare manager and the controller for Civil Defence in Kaikoura receive all
warnings. For all warnings other than no threat, the controller in consultation with the duty officer

using advice from Canterbury Group Civil Defence and hazard experts decides an appropriate course
of action given the threat to Kaikoura.
If a threat is present, the CEO is informed and then he will brief the Mayor. The Mayor will then brief
the Councillors. The emergency operations centre (EOC) if activated, will endeavour to keep
Councillors informed of the latest information.
Councillors can play an important role gathering information about their community, keeping the
EOC informed, and dispelling rumours during an event.
Many people in the community will already be alerted to the potential for tsunami from the media or
reports from Pacific Tsunami Warning System; however it is important to stress that the NZ civil
defence official tsunami warning comes from MCDEM.
In Kaikoura, these warnings will be for long distance (more than 10 hours away) and possibly regional
tsunami threats (1 to 3 hours). The fire siren is not the tsunami evacuation siren. If you experience
any of the following:




An earthquake which lasts for over a minute or so strong it is hard to stand or
a roaring coming from the ocean (like a jet engine) or
sudden rise or fall in sea level

Run for higher ground and stay there until it is confirmed that it is safe to return to sea level. NEVER
wait for a warning.
Thanks
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the volunteers, health and emergency service
providers, community support workers and Council staff who work so hard to make our community a
safer, more resilient place to live.
I would also like to thank all those in the district who have personal emergency plans in place. Thank
you for helping us, help more people in an emergency.
Author: Emergency Management Officer
Endorsed by the Chief Executive Officer

Changing Climate and Rising Seas: Understanding the Science
Introduction
In November 2014, the Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment released a report on the
changing climate and rising seas. The Parliamentary Commissioner released her report following the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) releasing their 5th Synthesis Report. The Synthesis
Report summarises the findings of the three working group contributions to the IPCC Fifth
Assessment Report. Staff have reviewed both the Parliamentary Commissioner and IPCC documents
and make this report to Council. Note that this report is for information only and to keep the Council
updated on information and government policy on Climate Change and action toward dealing with
Sea level rise.
Discussion
Climate change and climate change science has been challenged in recent years, as some individuals
refuse to recognise the issue, while others just find the issue too difficult to grasp. What is clear is
that some effect of climate change will be felt over the coming decades. It is unclear what the degree
of risk or what the implications of the changes will be. One thing is certain, that the scientific
community is an agreement that something will happen. The implications for local government are
varied. In regard to Council’s regulatory functions, the Parliamentary Commissioner report states
that:
Councils have a legal obligation under the Resource Management Act 1991 to deal with the effects of
climate change: “In achieving the purpose of this Act, all persons exercising functions and powers
under it, in relation to managing the use, development, and protection of natural and physical
resources, shall have particular regard to: … the effects of climate change”.
The Ministry for the Environment has issued guidance to councils on how to prepare for sea level rise.
Planning for the impacts of this rise is currently devolved to regional and district councils. In the
Ministry’s view, councils “Local councils ... are best placed to know what is appropriate for their
region”. The Ministry for the Environment is currently reviewing its 2008 guidance.
In addition to Council’s obligation to consider climate change under the Resource Management Act,
local authorities will be effected by climate change in regard to infrastructure planning. Sea level rise
will affect infrastructure in two ways. The first is increasing the risk to infrastructure damage by
natural hazards and secondly increasing the expectation of hard protection to protect private assets.
Both of these effects on infrastructure will result in increased costs. Damage through natural hazards
has already been experienced, with increased storm intensity and frequency resulting in damage to
roads. In the future, stormwater infrastructure may need to be upgraded to account for increase in
rainfall or services may need to be relocated to ensure continuity of service. This may include
sacrificing land for stormwater retention areas to prevent damage to urban areas during periods of
high rainfall.
In a recent report, Local Government New Zealand expressed its concern about the impacts of sea
level rise, saying that it would “… increase the impact of storm surges, exacerbate coastal erosion (or
decrease coastal accretion), increase ground water levels in coastal areas, and in low lying areas
result in coastal inundation.
A second report on sea level rise from the Parliamentary Commissioner is planned for release in
2015. This will show in some detail which areas of the coastline around the country are most
vulnerable to sea level rise and assesses the risk to infrastructure in those areas. It is unclear what
effects will be felt in the Kaikoura District. The regional predictions that have been noted from the
Ministry for the Environment 2008 guidance include:







Rainfall will vary locally within the region. Canterbury is expected to become wetter in the
west and drier in the east, with more rainfall in the ranges, and less rainfall on the plains.
Significant decreases in seasonal snow are projected for the Canterbury region. By the end of
the century snow events may become rare around coastal Canterbury.
Higher frequency of tropical cyclones due to southern migration of the tropical zone through
sea level increase.
New Zealand tide records show an average rise in relative mean sea level of 1.7 mm per year
over the 20th century.
The frequency of extreme winds over this century is likely to increase by between 2 and 5 per
cent in almost all regions of New Zealand in winter, and decrease by a similar amount in
summer.

What does this mean for Canterbury?
Water shortages – Higher temperatures, less rainfall and greater evapo-transpiration are likely to
cause increasing pressure for water, particularly in North Canterbury. By 2090 for the Canterbury
Plains, the time spent in drought is likely to be more than double, compared with 1990.
Fire risk – Strong winds, combined with high temperatures, low humidity and seasonal drought may
result in an increased fire risk in some areas (such as Christchurch, Kaikoura, and Darfield).
Sea level rise – As the climate changes and the sea level rises, it is likely that Christchurch will face
increased flooding in some areas, particularly around the lower Avon River and the area where it
flows into the sea.
Biosecurity – Climate change could increase the spread of pests and weeds. Two examples of pests
that may show an increased presence in Canterbury are banana passionfruit, a frost-tender plant
which appears to be spreading, and argentine ants which have managed to survive through two
winters, which was previously not thought possible.
Agriculture – Warmer temperatures, a longer growing season and fewer frosts could provide
opportunities to grow new crops and farmers might benefit from faster growth of pasture and
potentially better crop growing conditions. However, these benefits may be limited by negative
effects of climate change such as prolonged drought, increased flood risk, or greater frequency and
intensity of storms. The Ministry for Primary Industries [MPI website] has more information on the
regional impacts of climate change on agriculture.
The Parliamentary Commissioner report states that:
Rising seas will increasingly affect some parts of our coast and threaten homes and infrastructure.
Some hard questions and difficult choices lie ahead of us. Not least is the challenge of joining with
other countries to take real action on greenhouse gas emissions.
While Kaikoura is following best practice sustainability behavior, including annual recording of
community carbon footprints, the levels of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere is at levels which now
cannot be reversed. The effects of climate change are already being felt with increased storm
frequency and intensity.
The actual effects that will be felt locally have not been fully examined. As Kaikoura exists in a very
unique meteorological and geographic environment, it is very hard to predict actual effects. In
addition to the regional assumptions outlined above, Kaikoura may experience:
 More activity from tropical rain events.
 Flooding and alluvial gravel flow during flood events.
 Impacts of storm surge including roading and foreshore erosion.
 More frequent isolation due to the vulnerability of roads.

From the operational point of view, staff are taking note of the risk of climate change to business
operations. Staff will keep abreast of national guidance and ensure that Council is kept informed of
any recommendations or developments including hazard mitigation.
Recommendation
It is recommended that Council receive the information contained in the report.
Author: District Planner
Endorsed by the Chief Executive Officer

Mayor’s Report
I attended the Mayoral Forum workshop on the afternoon of 4th December and Mayoral Forum on
Friday 5th December. Canterbury Mayors have agreed to work together to maximise the economic
growth of Canterbury in the knowledge that eventually the post quake boom will slow. It is vitally
important for the regions to continue the growth in agriculture output to provide for an enlarged
workforce of the future. The Mayoral Forum briefing to the incoming government focused on key
result areas for Canterbury economies, with a specific focus on rural economic growth from
agriculture including;
 freshwater management as a driver
 value added production and the development of secondary economies
 human and social capital
 the regional transport network
Fridays workshop was about what farming in Canterbury will look like in twenty years time,
opportunities arising from the migrant workforce and the provision of education and skills training
for the future workforce. The growth of technology is gathering pace, driverless tractors, robots on
farms, digitalised fertiliser applications, virtual fencing, are here now and will increase at pace along
with other technologies.
Rural areas will strengthen as production from irrigation will allow for a doubling of agricultural
output in the next twenty years. It is envisaged that the rural communities will become the collection
centres for further processing. The growth will be across a broader range of products and not just
dairying.
Schools and tertiary institutions have a major role to play as the new technologies in agriculture
come on stream, however there will still be basic farm skill opportunities. Canterbury will need to
generate 2600 qualified people per year for the next ten years to fill these new roles. In February a
further workshop is to be held to continue the discussion on the draft action plan with an urban
perspective on workforce needs.
Future prospects for tourism will be on the agenda, Rachel Vaughan has been invited to speak on the
business case for sustainability as part of this discussion.
Environment Minister Nick Smith and Louise Upston associate Minister of local govt attended the
Mayoral forum. They have announced the government will finalise an options document on the
future of Environment Canterbury for public discussion in the New Year. They intend to meet with all
Councils across Canterbury and to receive public submissions before making a decision on the future
structure of Ecan. The new regime will be in place prior to elections in 2016. Nick Smith stated that
amalgamation is not on the agenda for Canterbury regions.
The principal focus is on getting the right structure in place for managing Canterbury’s significant
water resources .The immediate priority is the Earthquake recovery, wise management of water for
economic development, recreation and the environment.
Thank you to all Councillors and staff for your efforts this year and do enjoy a break over Xmas.

