ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON
WEDNESDAY 15 JULY 2015 AT MEMORIAL HALL SUPPER ROOM,
ESPLANADE, KAIKOURA.
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 Building
There were 11 Building Consents with a combined construction value of $1,046,000.00 issued
during June 2015. These consents were for:
3 dwellings
2 heaters
4 alterations/extensions to dwellings
1 shed
1 sleepout
Revenue from building consents in June was $8,222. $167,277 has been received for the year
ended 30 June 2015.
10 consents are currently being processed. 4 Land Information Memorandums and 17 Code
Compliance Certificates were issued in the month of June.
We are working to get our files tidied up ready for the new computer system.
Author: Building Administration Officer
Endorsed by the Chief Executive Officer
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 Resource Planning
Resource Consent Update: From the 19th of June to the 8th of July 2015
One land use consent was received in the reporting period.
Activity will be monitored to ensure adequate resources are available to cope with any upsurge
in development.
Revenue from resource consents in June was $5,478. $33,520 was received for the year ended
30 June 2015.
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Author: Regulatory Services Team Leader
Endorsed by the Chief Executive Officer

 Resource Consent List Update
RESOURCE CONSENT UPDATE FOR THE PERIOD FROM THE 19 JUNE 2015 TO 8 JULY 2015.
Resource consents decisions issued:
Type of Consent
Subdivision and Amalgamation

Applicant

Address of Activity

J Clouston

Wiffens Road

Number of New
Lots / Guests
0

Active consent applications currently in process:
Land Use – Earthworks in Archaeological Sites

Kaikoura District
Council

Global Consent for Kaikoura
District

Consent applications awaiting receipt of further information requested from applicant or on
hold:
Type of Consent
Applicant
Address of Activity
Subdivision: 2 lot Subdivision
J Kennedy
149 South Bay Parade
Land Use – Visitor Accommodation
P Hammett
61 Southbay Road
Land Use- Visitor Accommodation 8 Guests
Br & Page
148 Torquay Street
Land Use- Visitor accommodation and NonN Mitchell
13 Swyncombe Place
compliance with Height Standard
Subdivision: 2 lot Subdivision
P & S Thomas
1946 Inland Road
Subdivision and Amalgamation
Kaikoura District
25 Beach Road
Council
Land Use – Non complying boundary setback
J & P Turner
26 Moa Road

 District & Environmental Planning
National Documents
The final form of the amendments to the Resource Management Act 1991 is still awaited, given
the long period of no change this item will be removed from the agenda.
The Government has released a consultation document on a National Environmental Standard
for Plantation Forestry. Submissions are due by 11 August 2015. A National Environmental
Standard sets standardisation of rules across all Regional and District Plans. The Kaikoura
District Plan contains some rules in relation to Plantation Forestry. The proposed National
Environmental Standard consultation document will be examined to assess any impact on the
Kaikoura District Council. In terms of forestry investment, it is envisaged that a National
Environmental Standard will provide more certainty during harvest as the rules will be set
nationally.
Canterbury Regional Council
Canterbury Regional Policy Statement (CRPS)
Staff are to continue planning on implementation of the Canterbury Regional Policy Statement.
Land and Water Regional Plan
It appears the operative date will be pushed further back, as further submissions are now open
on Variation 3 until 17 July 2015. Variation 3 seeks to make changes to Section 15 which relates
to Waitaki and South Coastal Canterbury. Other outstanding appeals are still being resolved.
Natural Resources Regional Plan – Air Section
The Air Plan proposed timetable has been advised. Further submissions are now open until 10
July 2015. A summary of decisions requested can be found at http://ecan.govt.nz/ourresponsibilities/regional-plans/regional-plans-under-development/airplan/Pages/submissions.aspx
Walking and Cycling
As time allows work will start on identifying key drivers for a Trails Trust.
Kaikoura Enhancement Group (KEG) formally Business Discussion Group
KEG members are looking for innovative ways of reducing costs, the group is still very keen to
have people stop to enjoy Kaikoura.
Te Korowai
A meeting was held with the Minister’s advisor on the proposed make up of the Ministerial
Advisory Committee. While no formal response from the Minister has been received, the
following is a summary of the discussion:
 The Ministerial Advisory Committee will be made up with 8 members appointed from Te
Korowai and 3 additional people nominated for consideration by the Ministers to make
up the requirements outlined by the Act.
 A meeting cost would be paid similarly to a Conservation Board.
 The Te Korowai process would continue to maintain a link between the Ministerial
Advisory Board and the community.





Te Korowai still required a representative from the Ministry for Primary Industries.
The Act does not specify how the Ministerial Advisory Committee is appointed.
The function of the Ministerial Advisory Committee is to provide advice to the Ministers
and people need to be connected to the community.

Earthcheck
Work has begun on gathering data for the Annual Earthcheck Benchmarking program. The
annual onsite audit will follow lodgement of the data.
Waste Minimisation
Work is ongoing for glass bins in the urban public places recycling stations. Staff will investigate
options for bottle banks at the rural recycling sites.
An investigation into the review of the Kaikoura Zero Waste Plan is due. Staff will begin this
process in August 2015.
Author: District Planners
Endorsed by the Chief Executive Officer
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PUBLIC CONSULTATION ON NEW ZEALAND’S CLIMATE CHANGE
TARGETS
Introduction
The Government was seeking views on New Zealand’s post-2020 climate change contribution
under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). Council’s
District Planner presented a draft submission to Council’s Environment Services Committee at
the May meeting. Due to submissions being due with the Minister by 6 June 2015, the
timeframe did not allow a presentation of a final submission to Council prior to lodgment. On
this basis, the Environment Services Committee received the information in this report and
allowed time for staff to expand the submission. The final submission is now presented for
adoption by Council, or failing that Council can withdraw the submission.
In December 2015, countries will meet in Paris to establish a new International Climate Change
Agreement under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), New
Zealand must state their intention.

Discussion
As previously reported to Council, staff felt the target set by the NZ government will impact all
communities, as policies will be formed to implement the targets. Kaikoura District Council
needed to make a submission to support our position on sustainability. The targets set by the
New Zealand government need to underpin the work that is occurring around New Zealand to
support sustainability and create climate resilience. The Minister needs to be aware that not
committing to a target will have detrimental effects to New Zealand as a whole, but in
particular, small communities such as Kaikoura will suffer from climate change.
A major step in the development of global policy instruments to address climate change was the
signing of the 1997 Kyoto Protocol. It establishes legally binding greenhouse gas emission
allowances for all developed countries that have ratified it. New Zealand, representing 0.2% of
global greenhouse gas emissions and with an economy that is highly climate dependent, is one
of over 150 ratifying countries.
The discussion document states “It is critical that our contribution is appropriate given our
national circumstances and interests and that it represents fair and ambitious action towards
the global solution.
Through this consultation, we want to understand what’s most important to you as we decide on
our contribution. To assist your thinking, this document provides you with some context about
the issues and trade-offs involved.”
The consultation document stated that we have a unique economy based on agriculture and a
high rate of renewable energy, so there is little we can do to reduce emissions. Staff did not
agree with this assertion. The Kaikoura District Council has in our submission that the reduction
of emissions should move away from focusing on agricultural emissions. The agriculture sector
is an important part of the Kaikoura community’s economy and there are more areas where the
government could make obvious gains in reducing Carbon emissions. In addition, the focus
should be on opportunities and new technology to achieve a reduction in carbon emissions.

The document also discusses potential domestic policies that could be used to manage the
issue. The document states:
To date, our key policy tool for reducing emissions is the New Zealand Emissions Trading Scheme
(NZ ETS). This puts a price on each tonne of greenhouse gas emitted.
Other measures include:
• increasing renewable electricity generation to 90 per cent by 2025
• encouraging and supporting permanent afforestation such as through the Permanent
Forest Sink Initiative
• investing approximately $10 million annually in research for new agricultural mitigation
technologies through the Pastoral Greenhouse Gas Research Consortium and the New Zealand
Agricultural Greenhouse Gas Research Centre
• exempting electric vehicles from road user charges until 2020
• introducing a fuel economy labelling scheme for vehicles
• investing $42 million in biofuel research.
As the costs and benefits of addressing climate change have the potential to affect certain
sectors unevenly, we will need to manage policies so adjustments are smooth and impacts are
fair on different sectors and households.
The discussion document also stated that using the current 1990 targets, by 2027 the New
Zealand household would be worse off by $1,270. The document gives a target of financial
impacts to households. What the document does not state is the impact to households if the
government fails to take action. The impacts to Kaikoura households could include:







Cost of disaster repairs
Cost of coastal protection
Cost of coastal retreat
Cost to repair infrastructure
Loss due to drought, including impact on farming, commodity prices and scarcity of
goods
Loss due to ocean acidification and habitat change

The document discusses potential new opportunities to meet our target, but does not suggest
any tangible policy change to support this.
As the Kaikoura District Council has worked over the last 16 years to be a community working
toward sustainability, our submission to the Climate Change Targets should support more policy
changes to support a reduction in carbon emissions. The Government could be assisting
communities by implementing transport and energy policies that ensure community wellbeing is
not compromised, but the environment is protected. Targets should include:
 National shipping targets to ensure rail and coastal shipping are used in preference to
road transport.
o This would reduce demand and costs on national roading infrastructure and
make connectivity more viable for small coastal communities.
o An indirect advantage is the reduction of emissions from road repairs and
maintenance.
 Support and financial incentives for renewable and alternative energy opportunities for
households and communities.

o





This would include incentives for local energy generation to improve energy
security for small communities and isolated rural areas.
o Reduced electricity loss through transit.
Phasing out coal power generation and replacing with local and renewable energy
generation alternatives.
Changing national legislation to prohibit organics to landfill by 2018.
Using New Zealand’s unique global position to support advances in technology. This
could be done through financial incentives and support for research.

The final submission outlining the issues is attached.

Conclusion
It is considered that the Government could be doing more to protect the community against
Climate Change. The Government should be setting targets that are high and backing it up
through policies that are effective in achieving behavioural change for the nation.

Recommendation
It is recommended that Council:
 Receives the information in this report and attached submission; and
 Accepts the submission lodged with the Minister for the Environment.

Author: District Planner
Endorsed by the Chief Executive Officer

Setting New Zealand’s post-2020 climate change
target
Submission form
The Government is seeking views on New Zealand’s post-2020 climate change contribution
under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).
You can have your say by making a submission using this form or using the online tool available
at www.mfe.govt.nz/more/consultations.
For more information about this consultation:


Read our Consultation on New Zealand’s post-2020 international climate change
contribution web page



Read our discussion document: New Zealand’s Climate Change Target: Our contribution to
the new international climate change agreement

Submissions close at 5.00pm on Wednesday 3 June 2015.

Publishing and releasing submissions
All or part of any written submission (including names of submitters), may be published on the
Ministry for the Environment’s website www.mfe.govt.nz. Unless you clearly specify otherwise
in your submission, we will consider that you have consented to website posting of both your
submission and your name.
Contents of submissions may be released to the public under the Official Information Act 1982
following requests to the Ministry for the Environment (including via email). Please advise if you
have any objection to the release of any information contained in a submission and, in
particular, which part(s) you consider should be withheld, together with the reason(s) for
withholding the information. We will take into account all such objections when responding to
requests for copies of, and information on, submissions to this consultation under the Official
Information Act.
The Privacy Act 1993 applies certain principles about the collection, use and disclosure of
information about individuals by various agencies, including the Ministry for the Environment. It
governs access by individuals to information about themselves held by agencies. Any personal

information you supply to the Ministry in the course of making a submission will be used by the
Ministry only in relation to the matters covered by this consultation. Please clearly indicate in
your submission if you do not wish your name to be included in any summary of submissions
that the Ministry may publish.

Questions to guide your feedback
Your submission may address any aspect of the discussion document, but we would appreciate
you paying particular attention to the questions posed throughout and listed in this form. You
may answer some or all of the questions. To ensure your point of view is clearly understood, you
should explain your rationale and provide supporting evidence where appropriate.

Contact information
Name

Rachel Vaughan

Organisation
(if applicable)

Kaikoura District Council

Address

34 Esplanade PO Box 6 Kaikoura

Telephone

033195026 ext: 207

Email

Rachel.vaughan@kaikoura.govt.nz

Objectives for the contribution
1a. We have set the following three objectives for our contribution:
 it is seen as a fair and ambitious contribution – both by international and domestic
audiences
 costs and impacts on society are managed appropriately
 it must guide New Zealand over the long term in the global transition to a low
emissions world.
Do you agree with these objectives for our contribution?
Yes
X

No

1b. What is most important to you?

Kaikoura District Council consider the objectives set above are consistent with the International
Energy Agency (IEA) criteria of affordability, security of supply and environmental protection.
They may be appropriate for assessing the various sustainable energy options for New Zealand,
but the objectives lack any imagination and the chance New Zealand currently has to reverse
the effects of climate change and protect our natural environment.
The discussion document produced by the Minister has failed to address the real issue of
affordability. While stricter emission criteria may be uncomfortable in the short term, the
reality is that the cost of the effects of climate change is going to be much more severe and
uncomfortable for the nation. In considering affordability, the Minister should be considering
the real effects of Climate Change:
•
Cost of disaster repairs
•
Cost of coastal protection
•
Cost of coastal retreat
•
Cost to repair infrastructure
•
Loss of income and economic productivity due to drought, including impact on farming,
commodity prices and scarcity of goods
•
Loss of income and economic productivity due to ocean acidification and habitat
change.
Kaikoura is particularly vulnerable to storm events which have become more frequent in recent
years. Small local authorities must fund emergency repairs through either a reserve fund set
aside or through loans. Either way, reserves or loans are funded from the Community.
Therefore, paying for emergencies is a direct cost to the Community and should be considered
under affordability.
The Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment states in her report, Changing Climate
and Rising Seas, that:
Over the last century, the average sea level around the world has risen by about 20 centimetres.
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) expects it to rise about another 30
centimetres or so by the middle of the century and up to a metre by the end of the century.
This rise in sea level of 50 cm will most certainly have an impact on affordability particularly the
cost of infrastructure, retreat and protection. Not just for small communities, but to protect
national infrastructure such as ports, rail and road corridors. This will certainly affect taxes or
insurance levies as budgets are extended to make way for these items.
In addition, when considering affordability, the Minister could consider offsetting the cost of
emissions to households. The cost of emissions could also be offset by either:
 Providing incentives for businesses offering alternatives to high emission industries or
activities.
 Providing subsidies into research and development of alternative technology.
Environmental protection will come through commitments to stop contributing to greenhouse
gas emissions. Environmental protection must also consider the direct income New Zealand
receives through the natural environment. Many of New Zealand’s visitor offerings are based
on either our ocean or wilderness environments. This tourism advantage from the natural
environment may be lost if the climate heats up. The Minister has failed to consider the indirect
costs such as the impact on New Zealand natural environment. New Zealand has a legacy of

clean renewable energy generation, which has helped protect our natural environment. New
Zealand must now actively protect that image through good energy policies moving forwards.
The national target in Tourism 2025 is to increase income from tourism. The strategy seeks to
grow the industry to support New Zealand’s economy. However, habitat loss from a 2oC
increase in the global temperature would negatively impact the ocean and land based visitor
industry. In addition, an increase in storm events due to climate change makes New Zealand
less attractive to visitors as areas will be isolated, roads will be closed and connectivity to visitor
attractions will be lost.
For Kaikoura, the issues are increasingly important. Kaikoura is positioned to take advantage of
growth in visitor numbers and immigration but is vulnerable to all the factors raised above.
The Kaikoura District Council considers that the reduction of emissions should move away from
focusing on agricultural emissions. The agriculture sector is an important part of the Kaikoura
Community’s economy and there are more areas where the government could make obvious
gains in reducing Carbon emissions. See excerpt below from Statistics New Zealand Measuring
New Zealand’s Progress Using a Sustainable Development Approach: 2008
The agricultural sector is vulnerable to changes in the global climate, with an increase in drought
comes a decrease in economic activity which may result in decreased emissions. Storm events
also affect productivity in the agricultural industry. These costs will have to be met by the
individual farmer. Much has been done in the Agricultural industry since 2008, which
contributes to increased efficiency and decreased emissions. This includes efficiency in fertilizer
use, better monitoring and feeding efficiency gains. It is considered that any change in
technology or emission tax on agricultural is not appropriate as it is an additional burden on the
agricultural sector.

Greenhouse gas emissions by sector (indicator 3.2)
New Zealand has an unusual profile of greenhouse gas emissions for a
developed nation, due to the high proportion coming from the agricultural sector.
This sector is the largest source of emissions, contributing 48 percent of the total
in 2007. Agricultural emissions consist of methane (emitted by livestock) and
nitrous oxide (by-product of animal excrement and nitrogen fertilisers in soils).
The energy sector (including the transport sector) contributed 43 percent of total
emissions. The remaining emissions are from industrial processes, solvents, and
waste.
Agricultural emissions have increased 12 percent from 1990 levels. This has
largely been driven by increases in methane and nitrous oxide emissions from
increasing numbers of dairy cattle. However, the biggest increase in
emissions is from the energy sector, up 39 percent from 1990 levels (see
indicator 6.6)(emphasis added). This growth is primarily from growth in
emissions from transport. Emissions for the waste sector have decreased 25
percent as a result of initiatives to improve solid waste management practices
(see figure 3b).

What would be a fair contribution for New Zealand?
2. What do you think the nature of New Zealand’s emissions and economy means for the
level of
target that we set?
Kaikoura District Council consider the nature of New Zealand’s emissions and economy means
New Zealand should aim to set a lower target to that which is currently set of 300 AAU’s. While
New Zealand appears to be in credit for the Kyoto target, what it actually means is that New
Zealand has been able to offset a certain number of units. This doesn’t mean New Zealand has
reduced our emissions as a whole, it means that New Zealand have a large number of units that
we can offset. Carbon offsetting will not necessarily reduce the effects or cost of climate change
on our Communities.
New Zealand is an isolated island which is extremely vulnerable to the effects of climate change
and large climatic events. Kaikoura particularly is already feeling the effects of more frequent
storm events and storm surge from our coastline. The lower target would mean New Zealand
receives the negative impact from climate change but refuses to accept any responsibility of the
contribution to climate change. Research suggests that reducing the carbon dioxide in the
world’s atmosphere will slow the effects of climate change. In her report titled, Changing
Climate and Rising Seas, The Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment states that:
However, the rate at which the sea rises can be slowed by reducing the world’s – including New
Zealand’s – greenhouse gas emissions.

The issue the Minister needs to consider is who will pay for the effects of climate change. The
cost to New Zealand as a nation, but particularly each small community will be high. The cost
include:
 Costs of new hard infrastructure,
 recovery from more frequent and severe storm events,
 coastal retreat,
 income loss through drought,
 lost productivity through environment modification from a changing climate.
 Lost productivity due to isolation and inability to connect to markets.
The Kaikoura District Council ask the Minister to take an uncomfortable position by setting high
targets against climate emissions and do more to protect New Zealand.

How will our contribution affect New Zealanders?
3. What level of cost is appropriate for New Zealand to reduce it greenhouse gas emissions?
For example, what do you think would be a reasonable impact on annual household
consumption?
Kaikoura District Council do not consider the costs to households have been appropriately
considered in the discussion document. The discussion document considers only the direct
costs to households of using emission charging (emission unit trading) as the only way to meet
national targets.
The discussion document does not consider the cost of climate change to Communities, which
could include:
 Higher local government rates, national taxes and private infrastructure charges to pay
for infrastructure repairs due to storm events. This could be to replace roads, upgrade
stormwater networks, replace and repair power and telecommunication lines, after
storm events.
 Cost of coastal protection to protect properties and infrastructure against storm surge
and sea level rise.
 Cost of coastal retreat which would mean capital investment is lost as areas are
abandoned or devalued due to sea level rise.
 Cost of insurance
 Cost to repair infrastructure to maintain basic services.
 Loss of income and economic productivity due to drought, including impact on farming,
commodity prices and scarcity of goods
 Loss of income and economic productivity due to ocean acidification and habitat
change.
In addition, cost savings due to the way we do business has not been considered. Savings can
be made through:
 using green technology,
 changing to local and renewable energy generation,

 considering reducing peoples overall consumption and
 reuse instead of disposal of goods.
The Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment states in relation to Fossil Fuel Electricity
Generation To Meet Peak Electricity Demand: 3. An under-used way of addressing a supply
shortfall is by reducing demand. Greater investment in demand-side management is needed.
New Zealand is not a leader in this or even a fast follower. We are a sluggish follower.
The figure below from Statistics New Zealand census 2013 indicates the percentage of New
Zealanders who drive a motor vehicle to work. The data shows that this percentage is
increasing. This is partially due to poor land use planning. Often greenfield subdivision is not
supported by good transport infrastructure and urban sprawl is causing more motor vehicle use.
Road safety is another issue linking to motor vehicle use, with people reluctant to use other
modes of transport due to poor facilities.
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4. Of the opportunities for New Zealand to reduce its emissions (as outlined on page 15 of
the discussion document), which do you think are the most likely to occur, or be most
important for New Zealand?
The discussion document does not take advantage of all the oppotunities that do exist to the
Government to lead the nation on the issue of Climate Change. The Government could be
assisting Communities by implementing transport and energy policies that ensure Community
wellbeing is not compromised, but the Environment is protected. Targets should include:
National shipping incentives and targets to ensure rail and coastal shipping is used in preference
to road transport.
o This would reduce demand and costs on national roading infrastructure and
make connectivity more viable for small coastal communities.
o An indirect advantage is the reduction of emissions from road repairs and
maintenance.
o Increased road safety due to reduced heavy vehicles.
The New Zealand Transport Strategy has targets for reducing greenhouse gas emissions. These
should be supported through real incentives and funding. Other improvements could include:
o

Better co-ordination of freight transport modes

o

Funding to support commuter transport and encourage multi modal transport
options
o Funding to support integration to rail and coastal shipping
 Support and financial incentives for renewable and alternative energy opportunities for
households and Communities.
o This would include incentives for local energy generation to improve energy
security for small communities and isolated rural areas.
o Reduced loss through line transit.
o Indirect advantages on air quality and reduced cost to deliver reticulated
electricity to isolated areas.
 Phasing out coal power generation and replacing with local and renewable energy
generation alternatives.
 Changing national legislation to prohibit organics to landfill by 2016.
 Changing legislation to prevent the import of items that have a high energy and raw
material emission component, eg, single use plastic items, polystyrene, etc.
 Changing building legislation to ensure all new builds are smart buildings, with high
insulation standards and low running costs.
 Reinstating incentives for insulation and onsite renewable energy options
 Phasing out the use of plastic or petrochemical derived packaging. Immediately ban
single use plastic bags, phasing out other packaging over the next 5 year period.
 Review of vehicle emission standards and the importing of older vehicles
 Consideration of electric vehicles for New Zealand Government Agencies
Allow New Zealand to become a world leader in farming emissions with emphasis on
efficiency and innovation which results in fewer emissions including appropriate pasture
types and increasing the carbon stored in soil.



Continue to exempt the farming sector from emission trading
Support research and innovation in farming through education and financial
incentives
 Support moves to biodynamic systems that support increased carbon capture in soil
through increase in natural carbon and microbes in the soil system,
 Support the implementation of farm management plans to use fertiliser and water
as efficiently as possible.
Using New Zealand unique global position to support advances in technology.

From The New Zealand Transport Strategy 2008:

The Parlimentary Commission for the Environment, in her advice on the climate change
emissions trading and renewable preference bill states: The Minister could give the state
owned generators some specific direction, for example, investing extra profits in renewables.

Summary
5. How should New Zealand take into account the future uncertanties of technologies and
costs when setting its target?
New Zealand should create certainty by providing financial incentive to insure alternative
technology is embraced now and bad technologies are phased out over the next short period.
Research and development could be further supported through financial incentive to promote
new industry that does not rely on high carbon emissions.
The policies implemented now will set the direction for the type of nation we want New Zealand
to become. If New Zealand is to contuine our international sucess we need to contiune showing
our innovation to the world. Sustainable development should not be an impediment to
economic growth and New Zealand as a small nation should be able to effectively manage both
together.

Other comments
6. Is there any further information you wish the Government to consider? Please explain.
Central Government are asking local government to plan for climate change. In her report
titled, Changing Climate and Rising Seas, The Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment
states that: Councils have a legal obligation under the Resource Management Act 1991 to deal with the
effects of climate change: “In achieving the purpose of this Act, all persons exercising functions and
powers under it, in relation to managing the use, development, and protection of natural and physical
resources, shall have particular regard to: … the effects of climate change”.7

The 2008 Guidance of Climate Change for Local Authorities states:
Local government is responsible for a range of functions that may be affected by climate change, under
the Local Government Act 2002, the Resource Management Act 1991 and other legislation. For regional
councils, these functions may include management of regional water, air and land resources, biosecurity,
natural hazards management, emergency management, and regional land transport. For city and district
councils, they include land use planning and decision making, building control, emergency management
and provision of infrastructure and community services. Local authorities own community assets that may
be vulnerable to climate change effects.
In 2007, the IPCC concluded that most of the observed increase in global average temperatures since the
mid 20th century is very likely a result of the observed increase in anthropogenic greenhouse gas
concentrations. The panel’s assessment of data collected since 1970 showed it is likely that anthropogenic
warming has had a discernable influence on many physical and biological systems. It concluded that the
continued emission of greenhouse gases at or above current rates would cause further warming and
induce many changes in the global climate system during the 21st century, that would very likely be larger
than those observed during the 20th century.
Thus, councils and communities should be giving serious consideration to the potential future impacts of
climate change on their functions and services. Particularly important are infrastructure and developments
that will need to cope with climate conditions in 50–100 years’ time. Examples include stormwater
drainage systems, planning for irrigation schemes, development of low lying land already subject to flood
risk, and housing and infrastructure along already eroding coastlines. Climate change may also bring
opportunities (eg, growing new horticultural crops in a particular area) to which councils may wish to pay
attention.

Many Councils are doing all they can to lessen the burden of Climate Change on the Community.
Council’s have also been instrumental in behavioural change processes that the assisted
lessening Community impact on the environment through sustainability programs. Since 2008,
government funding and support for many sustainability programs has been withdrawn
including:





the Communities for Climate Protection Program,
warm Up New Zealand funding has been reduced,
financial incentives for renewable energy installation,
Enviroschools program.

Withdrawing the support has resulted in more burden on local Community to fund the programs
themselves. Kaikoura District Council would like the Minister to reconsider funding for climate
programs, taking into account the health, social and cultural advantages, in addition to the
environmental gains.
Kaikoura District Council would implore the Minister to consider effective technology and
incentives that reduce New Zealands emissions. Kaikoura District Council feel there are more
methods to reduce climate emissions that using only the emission trading scheme. New
Zealand can move forward as a nation to provide effective initiatives to reduce climate change.

When your submission is complete
Email your completed submission to climate.contribution@mfe.govt.nz or post to Climate
Change Contribution Consultation, Ministry for the Environment, PO Box 10362, Wellington
6143.
Submissions close at 5.00pm on Wednesday 3 June 2015.

