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1. SUMMARY
This report follows two earlier reports to the Council.
A timeline for the review of the Signs Bylaw was presented to the Council. The first stage of that was
to conduct research, including the approaches undertaken by other councils, and report back to the
Council on issues and option to then go for community/stakeholder feedback. This is that report
(planned for July).
Attachments:
• Attachment 1 – current KDC Signs Bylaw
• Attachment 2 – Waimakariri District Council Section 32 Report
• Attachment 3 - Waimakariri District Council Signage Bylaw
• Attachment 4 – References to other councils approach to signs
2. RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the Council:
•
•

Receives this report
Provides any feedback prior to the planned community/stakeholder engagement

3.

DISCUSSION

Background
The Council has a Signs Bylaw which requires review. This first came into force in 2009 and remains
in force until December 2023. Accordingly, we need to have in place either a reviewed bylaw and/or
other mechanisms under the Resource Management Act (RMA) before December 2023, if the Council
is to have a level of control over signage in the District (although as noted below with significant
current non-compliance, limited complaints and monitoring, and other issues, it could be argued the
absence of “regulation” may not result in any significant effects or changes, at least in the short term).
The Council has received Public Forum presentations on the Signs Bylaw from 3 members of the
community, with differing views.
Previous reports have included staff views that the current Bylaw needs a full review – both of its
content and the approach. The experience of staff who receive permit applications is that the current
Bylaw is very detailed and confusing, contains many “drafting errors” (as also noted by one of the
public forum presenters), and takes a much different approach to that of other Councils. It is therefore
not a document easily understood by potential sign owners.
Without conducting a detailed assessment, the staff view is that there is also substantial noncompliance with the Bylaw – across mainly businesses and Not-for-Profit organisations. This noncompliance takes two forms:
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•
•

Those who have not applied for a permit, but their sign would comply if they applied
Those that have not applied, but it is unlikely the sign would comply and be granted a permit (a
subset of these was previously highlighted to council by a community presenter)

Moving to compliance would be a very resource intensive exercise, and likely involve significant
community feedback to staff and Councillors.
The current Bylaw is in Attachment 1.
Power of Councils to make Bylaws
The issue of the power of Council to make bylaws, and the purported ambit of the current Bylaw has
also been highlighted as an issue, especially as the current bylaw refers to amenity values and
environmental effects.
Previous Council reports noted that under the Local Government Act 2002, Council could not make
Bylaws which dealt (directly) with amenity values or environmental effects. This has been confirmed
to the Council by a Resource Management Lawyer:
“In short, I think you are correct that amenity effects are likely to be an inappropriate basis for a bylaw
(unless they reach the level of a nuisance – in the legal sense).
Signage bylaws are nothing new but there is now no specific power to impose them. In fact, as Kenneth
Palmer notes in Local Authorities Law, the scope of the general bylaw making provisions of the LGA 02
(sections 145 & 146):
‘…may require interpretation in particular cases. as the scope is not as wide as several of the previously
listed powers held by council.’
In a footnote to that statement he continues, by way of example:
‘The powers to make bylaws to regulate all outdoor signs do not come obviously under s.145.’
Accordingly, when it comes to signs the ability to utilise a bylaw to regulate their use, as opposed to
rules in the District Plan, is conditional on the purpose for the bylaw according with one of the purposes
in s.145, namely:
(a)
(b)
(c)

protecting the public from nuisance:
protecting, promoting, and maintaining public health and safety:
minimising the potential for offensive behaviour in public places.

While specific examples are given in s.146 of specific subject matters for bylaws, control of signs is not
amongst them.
As Dr Palmer notes it is the power to regulate all outdoor signs that may go too far, and so long as one
of the s.145 purposes is engaged, a bylaw controlling a sign for such a purpose is intra vires. But not
being able to devise a bylaw is not the end of the matter. As many councils already do, rules in district
plans may control signs, in particular for reasons such as amenity.
How that might change under the RM reforms can only be speculated on at this stage. But it has been
expressly stated that amenity effects will no longer be protected under the new legislation.”
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Other Councils’ Approach
We have either approached, or researched, the means by which other councils control signage in their
districts.
No two are exactly the same, but the majority appear to have both a Bylaw and provisions in the
District Plan. Some have one, or the other. Where they only have a Bylaw it is often restricted to
Public Places. The Bylaws are largely focussed on signs on roads and public places, and deal mainly
with safety issues.
The provisions of the District Plans deal with amenity values and effects. This matches the legal status
of Bylaws vs District Plans above.
Advice from Planning Managers in those other councils similarly recommends amenity values and
effects being dealt with by way of District Plan provisions.
Rather than repeat valuable background material for the Bylaw review our research has shown that
several councils have recently reviewed their Signage regulations and have produced valuable
documents which will assist our review. These are also valuable for supporting information for Council
and stakeholders.
From the other Councils’ materials reviewed we have attached as Attachment 2 the Section 32 Report
relating to District Plan provisions for the Waimakariri District Council, as well as their Signage Bylaw
in Attachment 3. We are grateful for the assistance of Waimakariri staff in providing this material.
The Section 32 Report includes National, Regional and other Canterbury Council material and
requirements, as well as feedback they received in their review and research. We are sure that this
background material will be of interest and value to Councillors and interested parties.
References for the Councils approaches viewed as part of the research are set out in Attachment 4.
4. ISSUES AND OPTIONS
Our research and review show that some fundamental issues need to be addressed prior to moving
to the detail of any Bylaw and/or District Plan provisions. Without these being addressed the review
would essential ‘flounder’. As a result, we will engage with stakeholder groups across the following
issues (once we have had feedback and then Council consideration of that, we are confident that staff
can move to the detail).
The following are the key issues proposed to be presented to stakeholder groups for feedback:
Issue 1 - What is/are the problems/issues we are seeking to address?
Before attempting to find solutions and put in place regulatory regimes we need to have a view as to
what issues or problems we have, i.e. what we are trying to “fix” or mitigate.
Council Officers’ experience is that there have been very few complaints received about signage, other
than the 3 recent public forum presenters – however, as there is substantial existing non-compliance
with the current Bylaw, clarity of purpose will assist the review.
For example, are there safety issues, or environmental or amenity issues? Or is it a mix? Is there a
common view on this from Council and/or the community? Or are there contrasting views, as has
been the case in the public forum attendances at Council?
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Clarity on this will then guide the mechanisms that can be used to address the issues (assuming there
are issues).
To assist feedback on this, the following are extracts from our current KDC Bylaw, and also from the
analysis undertaken from both Waimakariri and Selwyn District Councils in their review of signage in
their District Plans.
Those Councils also have Bylaws dealing with signage in public
places/roads/Council land and relating to road safety in particular, and separately, provisions in the
District Plan relating to private land and “amenity” and “effects” – i.e. they respond to a mix of issues.
Most Councils have some form of controls over signage – at a minimum over signage on roads/Council
land.
Current KDC Bylaw:
The purpose of the bylaw is to ensure that signs are erected, maintained and displayed in a manner
that does not present a hazard or a danger to public safety. The bylaw is also to ensure that the
amenity values of the District are maintained and enhanced.
The purpose of signs and other forms of outdoor advertising is to convey information to the public.
Although signs are essential throughout the District for the information they provide to the public, they
have the potential to cause adverse environmental effects, particularly in respect of transport safety
and visual amenities.
Signs and outdoor advertising have the potential to adversely affect traffic and pedestrian safety
Signs located on footpaths have the potential to impede pedestrian access.
Waimakariri:
The purpose of the Signs chapter is to make provision for business, infrastructure and community signs
to advertise, identify, inform and warn, while managing the potential adverse effects on transport
safety, character, and amenity, natural, landscape or heritage values.
As noted above Waimakariri also has a Signage Bylaw dealing with signs in public/Council places.
Selwyn:
The evaluation of the appropriateness of the proposed management approach to signs is based on
the following key issues:
•

•

The need to recognise and provide for signs due to the wide range of business, community, and
health and safety benefits, while managing the extent and effects of signs especially in more
sensitive environments due to the potential adverse effects on amenity, character, and traffic
safety that can be generated by inappropriately designed and located signs.
The need to specifically manage the effects of non-site related signs (including the management
of billboards and temporary signs advertising upcoming events), particularly in sensitive
environments where there is a high amenity expectation in order to ensure they are compatible
with the character and visual amenity values of the surrounding areas and to manage traffic
safety.

As noted above Selwyn also has a Public Places Bylaw dealing with signage.
Feedback Sought from stakeholders….
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Issue 2 - Can a Bylaw cover Amenity Values or Effects?
If the above exercise results in a desire to directly control effects or amenity values, then how that is
achieved needs to be understood, as the use of bylaws is restricted.
The power of Councils to make bylaws is set out in the Local Government Act:
“Powers of territorial authorities to make bylaws
145General bylaw-making power for territorial authorities
A territorial authority may make bylaws for its district for 1 or more of the following purposes:
(a)protecting the public from nuisance:
(b)protecting, promoting, and maintaining public health and safety:
(c)minimising the potential for offensive behaviour in public places.”
The Act does not provide for the making of Bylaws to directly control or manage “effects” or “amenity”
values. (Accepting that restrictions on the size and number of signs for safety reasons, or on Council
land, will have an indirect effect on amenity values or visual aspects)
The current KDC Bylaw states that “The bylaw is also to ensure that the amenity values of the District
are maintained and enhanced” and that signs “have the potential to cause adverse environmental
effects, particularly in respect of transport safety and visual amenities”.
(Note the current KDC Bylaw stated “Section 32 of the Resource Management Act allows effects of
activities to be controlled by means other than rules in a District Plan. A signs bylaw on its own is
considered the most effective and efficient way of controlling adverse effects of signs.” That section
was subsequently repealed.)
Our review of other Councils shows that where amenity or effects of signage is sought to be directly
controlled, this is achieved through their District Plans, and not their Bylaws.
If KDC seeks to control the amenity values or environmental or visual effects of signage, as a result of
consideration of the issues/problems, this cannot be achieved directly through a Bylaw alone.
Issue 3 - What is the scope/reach of control KDC should have on private land?
i.e. Should it be only on or near public land, or also include privately owned land?
The current KDC Bylaw is very wide. The definition of a sign refers to it being “visible from a road or
any public place”. A Public Place “includes any place that, at any time, is open to or is being used by
the public, whether of right or not, and whether for free or for payment of a charge.”
Applying these definitions, the current Bylaw purports to apply to substantial private land across the
District.
Other Councils restrict Bylaws to public places such as roads and public/Council land (generally to be
consistent with safety issues such as visibility for drivers/traffic which can be covered through a
Bylaw).
Where private land is covered this is usually through District Plan provisions relating to environmental
effects or amenity values.
What is the view on signs on private land?...
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Issue 4 - The KDC approach to Signs Permits – vs other Councils:
The KDC Bylaw sets out a range of prohibited signs. It authorises For Sale signs, Vehicle Signs, some
Construction Signs, Motel/Hotel Duty Manager signs, (all provided they meet the standards set out in
the bylaw) and signs authorised by resource consents or legislation).
However, all other Signs require a permit, even if they meet the standards specified in the bylaw.
For example, a business or a not for profit organisation must obtain a permit for each of its signs,
notwithstanding their sign may comply with the standards in the bylaw.
This appears to be an approach unique to Kaikoura District Council. Other Councils have standards for
signage – which, if met, do not require a permit under a bylaw, or a resource consent under the District
Plan.
The current approach requires “upfront” resourcing from Council Officers to process permits, rather
than a monitoring and compliance regime. However, in Kaikōura many existing signs do not have a
permit at all, as no application was made (regardless of whether they complied with the standards or
not).
Regardless of the approach Council resourcing would be required – however, the current approach
requires upfront cost and time from applicants to gain a permit.
In addition, from Officers’ experience the fee of $160 for a permit application is in most cases
insufficient to cover the time involved, and therefore, permits are only partially user pays funded, with
ratepayers funding the remainder.
What approach do Council/the Community want to take?
Issue 5 - How do other Councils regulate Signs?
We have looked at a number of other Councils’ approaches. No two are exactly the same, but the
majority appear to have both a Bylaw and provisions in the District Plan. Some have one, or the other.
Where they only have a Bylaw, it is often restricted to Public Places.
The Bylaws are largely focussed on signs on roads and public places, and deal mainly with safety issues.
The provisions of the District Plans deal with amenity values and effects. This matches the legal status
of Bylaws vs District plans above.
Issue 6 - If amenity values or environmental effects are considered to be a problem/issue are there
specific factors or types of signs that are of concern?
Open discussion for stakeholders.
5. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS AND RISKS
For the review it may be that external resource is required to assist with District Plan changes. We will
assess this as the review progresses.
As previous reports have highlighted the Council has not been historically resourced for the
monitoring and compliance of signs. Should the outcomes of the review result in a Bylaw and/or
District Plan provisions then funding and resourcing will need to be addressed.
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6. RELEVANT LEGISLATION
Resource Management Act 1991
Local Government Act 2002
7.

COMMUNITY OUTCOMES SUPPORTED
Community
We communicate, engage and
inform our community

Environment
We value and
environment

Development
We promote and support the
development of our economy

Future
We work with our community and
our partners to create a better
place for future generations

Services
Our services and infrastructure
are cost effective, efficient and fitfor-purpose
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protect

our

Attachment 1 - current KDC Signs Bylaw
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PART I INTRODUCTORY
1. TITLE
This bylaw may be cited as the Kaikoura District (Signs) Bylaw 2009.
2. COMMENCEMENT
This bylaw shall come into force on the 1st day of January 2009. It was amended on 23rd
February 2010. It was further amended on the 10th of December 2011.
Bylaw prepared under section S145 of the Local Government Act 2002 and s684 of the Local
Government Act 1974.
3. SCOPE
The purpose of the bylaw is to ensure that signs are erected, maintained and displayed in a manner
that does not present a hazard or a danger to public safety. The bylaw is also to ensure that the
amenity values of the District are maintained and enhanced.
Note: New Zealand Transport Agency as a road controlling authority has its own bylaws for the control of
signs on State Highways. However a permit issued by Council is required for all signs erected on the State
Highways unless authorized under Part III of the Kaikoura District Signs Bylaw.

4. PURPOSE
The purpose of signs and other forms of outdoor advertising is to convey information to the
public. Although signs are essential throughout the District for the information they provide to
the public, they have the potential to cause adverse environmental effects, particularly in respect
of transport safety and visual amenities.
The ability of the environment to accommodate signs varies considerably between commercial,
residential and rural environments. The greatest concentration of outdoor advertising is in
commercial areas where signs are necessary for business promotion. However, in residential and
rural areas, where the maintenance and enhancement of amenity values are important, the
potential adverse effect of signage is of greater significance.
Signs and outdoor advertising have the potential to adversely affect traffic and pedestrian safety.
They could be placed in inappropriate locations or be of inappropriate sizes, forms or designs and
may distract drivers. The potential adverse effects of signs on traffic safety are most significant on
roads such as State Highway 1 where the potential for traffic accidents is significant due to higher
traffic volumes and speeds.
Section 32 of the Resource Management Act allows effects of activities to be controlled by means
other than rules in a District Plan. A signs bylaw on its own is considered the most effective and
efficient way of controlling adverse effects of signs. A bylaw allows effects of signs to be
adequately controlled through a permit system, while avoiding the additional time and expense
involved in the resource consent process.
Advertising signs are restricted in the bylaw to sites on which they relate except for special
events. This is to avoid proliferation of signs along the margins of roads and adjacent to
intersections. However, New Zealand Transport Agency has a policy of providing for tourist and
motorist service signs at appropriate locations on state highway reserves to advertise qualifying
activities which are remote from the highway.
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Signs located on footpaths have the potential to impede pedestrian access. In particular, signs
located on footpaths in the West End commercial area have the potential to have adverse effects
on pedestrian safety due to the number of businesses and the number of people using the footpaths
in this area. For this reason A-frame or sandwich board signs require a permit under the Signs
Bylaw.
The number, size, form and location of signs are therefore controlled in all areas, under the Signs
Bylaw.

PART II INTERPRETATION
5. DEFINITIONS
A. In this bylaw, unless the context otherwise requires:
Above Ground Floor Sign is a sign placed in or on a building above the ground floor area.
Access Way has the same meaning as in Section 315(1) Local Government Act 1974 which states:
Access way means any passage way, laid out or constructed by the authority of the
council or the Minister of Works and Development [or, on or after the 1st day of April
1988, the Minister of Lands] for the purposes of providing the public with a convenient
route for pedestrians from any road, service lane, or reserve to another, or to any public
place or to any railway station, or from one public place to another public place, or from
one part of any road, service lane, or reserve to another part of that same road, service
lane, or reserve.
Advertising Face Area (AFA) In the business zones and Kaikoura Peninsula Tourism Zone, the
AFA shall be taken as the total exterior wall area facing in one direction on any side of a
building as shown in figure 1. Each AFA shall be seen as one sign for the purpose of fees
although it may contain more than one type of sign (for example an AFA may have a
veranda sign and an above ground floor sign).
AFA will be either a primary or secondary face area. Each building will have one AFA
which will be seen as the primary face area as nominated by the applicant and the rest of
the AFA’s shall be secondary face areas. If a building face is below the road it faces,
only the area of the building above the road level will be used to calculate the advertising
face area as shown below in figure 2. If more than one business shares a building, each
business frontage shall receive a share of AFA proportional to the area that the business
occupies within that advertising face area. Please see section 6. Determining the
Measurements of All Signs to calculate the area of the signs within an AFA.
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Figure 1

= AFA
Road

Figure 2

Arcade is a building which is used for one or more business activities and which does not have
frontage to a road but does have frontage to an access way.
Authorised Sign means a sign authorised by Part III of this bylaw.
Banner means any sign made of flexible material, suspended in the air and supported on more
than one side by poles, ties, or cables.
Bed in relation to water has the same meaning as in the Resource Management Act 1991
Building has the same meaning as in Section 3 of the Building Act 1991.
Business Zones as described in the Kaikoura District Council proposed and subsequently
operative District Plan and planning maps and includes Business A, B, and C, business
park the airport reserve and the mixed use area of the Ocean Ridge Comprehensive
Living Zone.
Captive Balloon means a non-powered balloon for advertising purposes, which is tethered to a
site or structure on a site.
Council means the Kaikoura District Council.
Commercial Sexual Services has the same meaning as defined in the Prostitution Reform Act
2003
Display includes:
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— To construct or maintain
— To cause, permit or allow to be displayed.
District means the area for the time being administered by the Kaikoura District Council
District Signs Officer means any person appointed by the Council under Clause 34 to exercise the
powers and functions of the District Signs Officer under this bylaw
Enforcement Officer means any person appointed by the Council under Clause 27 to carry out all
or any of the functions of an Enforcement officer under this bylaw.
Flashing Sign means a sign with lights or any other forms of illumination which flash, move,
rotate, scintillate, blink, flicker or have any similar visual effect or which varies in
intensity or in colour, or which uses intermittent electrical pulsations. These signs are
prohibited.
Flatboard Sign is a portable flatboard sign which is not self-supporting.
Footpath has the same meaning as in Section 315(1) of the Local Government Act 1974.
Flag means a sign intended for the purposes of advertising or to attract attention but which is
usually mounted on a flagpole or similar device and which is usually made from fabric,
textile or cloth. National flags are not considered flags for the purpose of this bylaw.
Freestanding Sign means a self-supporting sign not attached to a building and includes a sign on a
fence and excludes a sandwich board, flag or flat board.
Ground Floor sign is a sign displayed in or on the ground floor of a building and includes:
— Any sign attached to the interior or exterior of any external ground floor window; and
— Any sign displayed under a veranda; and
— A sign on the outside face of a veranda; and
— Any freestanding sign on or associated with the site of the building.
— The area of ground floor windows and veranda faces.
Ground floor sign does not include any sign above any veranda.
Illuminated Sign includes:
— Any sign the whole or any part of which is illuminated by any means and
— A sign on a light of any kind.
Kaikoura Peninsula Tourism Zone for the purpose of this bylaw is as described and delineated
in the proposed and subsequently operative Kaikoura District Plan and Planning maps.
Ladder Board means a sign constructed with two vertical uprights between which are displayed at
least two advertising signs belonging to separate businesses.
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Marine Facilities Zone as described and delineated in the proposed and subsequently operative
Kaikoura District Plan and Planning Maps.
Motel /Hotel Duty Manager Sign means a sandwich board for the express purpose of notifying
tourists of which motel or hotel is the duty manager for that night.
Moving Signs means a sign which physically moves or appears to move in whole or in part. This
excludes captive balloons, flags or banners. Moving signs are prohibited.
Noise Sign includes any version or type or part of a sign that attracts attention and notice in an
aural manner or by any form of aural device or projection. Noise signs are prohibited.
Obsolete sign means a sign which contravenes Clause 30 of this bylaw.
Occupier has the same meaning as in the Local Government Act 1974.
Ocean Ridge Comprehensive Living Zone for the purpose of this bylaw is as described and
delineated in the proposed and subsequently operative Kaikoura District Plan and
Planning Maps.
Offsite Sign is a sign which does not relate to goods or services available at the site where the sign
is located; or an event at the site where the sign is located; and is authorised only under
Clause 20.E of this bylaw.
Owner has the same meaning as in the Local Government Act 1974.
Permit means a permit issued under Part V of this bylaw and includes all conditions contained in
the permit.
Person includes a corporation sole, a body corporate, and any unincorporated body of persons.
Prohibited sign means a sign prohibited by Part IV of this bylaw. No person shall be allowed to
apply for a prohibited sign.
Public Facilities means any facilities that, at any time, are available to or are used by the public,
whether of right or not, and, whether for free or for payment of a charge, but does not
include any place used for accommodation, or for the sale or supply of goods or services
or both.
Public Place includes any place that, at any time, is open to or is being used by the public, whether
of right or not, and whether for free or for payment of a charge.
Residential Zones as described and delineated in the proposed and subsequently operative
Kaikoura District Plan and Planning maps. Residential zones for the purpose of this
bylaw include Residential A, Residential B and Residential areas A,B,C and Low
Density Area D and D(i) of the Ocean Ridge Comprehensive Living Zone, the Lifestyle
Living Area of the Kaikoura Peninsula Tourism Zone and the settlement zones.
Reserve has the same meaning as in the Reserves Act 1977.
River has the same meaning as in the Resource Management Act 1991.
Road Boundary of a site means a boundary of a site contiguous to a boundary or proposed final
boundary of any legal road (other than an access way or service lane).
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Road has the same meaning as in Section 315(1) of the Local Government Act 1974.
Roof Line is the highest part of any building being roof or parapet. No sign shall be located higher
than the roofline.
Roof Sign includes a sign painted on or attached to a roof.
Rural Zone for the purpose of this bylaw are as described and delineated in the proposed and
subsequently operative Kaikoura District Plan and Planning maps.
Sandwich Board means a two sided sign that is self supporting and portable. They are also called
footpath signs.
Settlement Zone for the purpose of this bylaw are as described and delineated in the proposed and
subsequently operative Kaikoura District Plan and Planning Maps. Settlement zone is
controlled under the residential standards of the signs bylaw.
Service Lane has the same meaning as in Section 315(1) of the Local Government Act 1974
which states Service lane means any lane laid out or constructed either by the authority
of the Council or the Minister of Works and Development [[or, on or after the 1st day of
April 1988, the Minister of Lands]] for the purpose of providing the public with a side or
rear access for vehicular traffic to any land.
Sign- for the purpose of this bylaw includes:
— Any name, figure, character, outline, display, delineation, announcement, design,
logo, painting or other artwork (excluding all other art work which does not contain
words or logos), poster, handbill, hoarding or any other thing of a similar nature
which is:
— All material and components comprising the sign, its frame, background, structure,
any support and any means by which the sign is attached to any other thing;
— A banner, captive balloon, flag, flashing sign, flat board, sign, illuminated sign,
moving sign, roof sign, sandwich board, streamer which is:
o

intended to attract attention; and

o

is visible from a road or any public place

Site- In this bylaw, "site” means:
— When used in relation to land, means any land which is lawfully permitted to be
used for an activity and which:o

If it is under the Land Transfer Act 1952, is contained in one Certificate of
Title; or

o

If it is subject to a Unit Plan under the Unit Titles Act 1972 is, the whole of
the land comprised in a Unit Title on the Plan; or

o

If the land is not subject to the Land Transfer Act or Unit Titles Act is the
whole of the parcel of land last acquired under one instrument of conveyance:

— "Site" includes the air space above land or water.
— A "site" intersected by a road, river or railway line shall constitute one site.
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— If a “site” is used for any activity in conjunction with any other site or sites, then for
the purpose of this bylaw all sites are deemed to be one site if:
o

the sites adjoin one another; or

o

the sites are intersected by a road, river or railway line.

— If any “site” is crossed by a zone boundary under the District Plan, the site is
deemed to be divided into two or more sites by the zone boundary.
— Where a "site" is situated partly within the district of the Council and partly in an adjoining
district, then the part situated in the district shall be deemed to be one site.

Temporary Sign means any sign advertising:
— A parliamentary, local authority, health board or board of trustee election, or candidates
for any such election; or
— Construction or development works on a building site or demolition site; or
— An auction or the intention to sell or lease any land or premises; or
— Any exhibition, activity or entertainment event.
Traffic Sign has the same meaning as in the Traffic Regulations 1976.
Under Veranda Sign means a sign attached to the under side of a veranda.
Vehicle has the same meaning as in the Transport Act 1962.
Veranda means a roof of any kind which extends out from a face of a building and which
continues along the whole of that face of the building.
Veranda face has a corresponding meaning and includes the whole or part of the area of the
veranda that is parallel or perpendicular to a road or access way.
Visitor Accommodation shall have the same meaning as is given in the District Plan for
Kaikoura.
6. DETERMINING THE MEASUREMENTS OF ALL SIGNS
A. For the purposes of this bylaw:
1. The height of a sign means the vertical distance from either:
a.

The base of the sign; or

b.

If the sign is a freestanding sign: from the level of the ground before any work is
done to prepare the site for the sign to the highest point of the sign; or

c.

Where the supporting poles emerge from the ground at different levels, the
distance from the top of the pole to the lowest ground level shall be the
maximum as measured as shown below in figure 3.

16

-9KAIKOURA DISTRICT (SIGNS) BYLAW 10-12-11

Height of
Sign

Figure 3
2. The width of a sign means the horizontal distance across the sign measured at its
greatest extent.
3. The thickness or depth of a sign means the distance at right angles to the face of a
sign and "thick" shall be construed accordingly.
4. The area of a sign means the surface area of a sign.
5. If a sign is displayed on a wall or window: the area of a sign means the area actually
or notionally enclosed, as the case may be, by the outside of a line drawn around the
sign as indicated in the figure 4:

Sign

Sign

Sign area with background
matching the building. Area
determined by creating a rectangle
tangent to letter in sign as above

Sign area with background
different from building. Area of
sign is height times width as
shown in white above.

Figure 4

6. Ground floor area shall be measured:
a. Horizontally by the length of the building along the road, footpath, access way or
service lane to which it has frontage; and
b. Vertically by the height from the surface of the road, footpath, access way or
service lane or as the case may be to the point at which the veranda, if any, meets
the wall of the building or to a height of 3m above the surface of the road,
footpath, access way or service lane, whichever is less.
7.

Placement of Sandwich Boards on Footpath

1.4m
footpath

Cross section of the placement
of a sandwich board on a
footpath

Sandwich
board
road
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7. INTERPRETING AND APPLYING THIS BYLAW:
A. The singular includes the plural.
B. The plural includes the singular.
C. Words referring to one gender include all other genders.
8. REFERENCES TO OTHER LEGISLATION
A. A reference in this bylaw to any statue, regulation, plan or bylaw (unless the context
otherwise requires) includes reference to all later statutes, regulations, plans, changes to
plans and bylaws made in amendment or substitution of the statute, regulation, plan or
bylaw cited.
9. EFFECT OF OTHER LEGISLATION
A. Compliance with this bylaw does not remove the need to comply with any Act,
regulation, rules of law or any operative or proposed regional or district plan under the
Resource Management Act 1991 or any other bylaw.
B. This bylaw shall have full force and effect unless inconsistent with any Act, regulations or
the provisions of any operative or proposed regional or district plan under the Resource
Management Act.

PART II - CONTROL OF SIGNS
10. CONTROL OF SIGNS
A.

No sign shall be displayed unless:
1. The sign is authorised by this bylaw; or
2. The sign is displayed in accordance with a permit issued under this bylaw.

B.

No person shall display a prohibited sign.

11. DUTIES
A. It is the duty of every person in the district to comply with this bylaw in relation to signs.
B. It is the duty of every holder of a permit issued under this bylaw to comply with or ensure
compliance with the permit.
C. The holder of every permit issued under this bylaw shall, in addition to complying with
the permit, also comply with the following Clauses:
1. Clause 29- Repair of signs
2. Clause 30 - Obsolete signs
3. Clause 32 - Names and addresses to be supplied
4. Clause 33 - Powers of entry
5. Clause 34 - Notice of non-compliance
6. Clause 40 - Fees.
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D. The holder of every permit shall also comply with the standards, if any, prescribed by this bylaw
for a sign of the kind authorised by the permit.

PART III - AUTHORISED SIGNS
12. FOR SALE SIGNS
A. Except as provided in subclauses 12.C and 12.D one sign advertising each site for sale
may be displayed by each real estate agent instructed in writing by the vendor of the site
if:
1. The sign is located on the site; and
2.

The sign has an area of up to1.08m²; and

3.

No more than three signs are displayed at any one site at any one time.

B. If a site is to be sold by auction: one sign advertising the site is for sale by auction may be
displayed if:
1. The sign is located on the site; and
2. The sign has a maximum area of 2m² in business zones and 1.08m2 in all other
zones; and
3. The sign is not illuminated.
C. If a site is offered for sale as two or more sites, each real estate agent instructed in writing
by the vendor may display one sign advertising the sale of those sites if:
1. The sign is located on the site; and
2. The sign has a maximum area of 1m²; and
3. The sign is not illuminated; and
4.

No more than three signs are displayed at any one site at any one time.

13. VEHICLE SIGNS
A. Signs on or attached to vehicles are permitted provided that the display is incidental to the
principal use of the vehicle as a means of transport or conveyance. No vehicle shall be
visible to the public for the sole purpose of advertising.
Note: Incidental to the principal use means the vehicle has a current registration and
warrant of fitness and is used in the day to day operation of the business.
14. CONSTRUCTION SIGNS
A. One sign may be displayed on a construction, development, building or demolition site if
the sign:
1. Is a freestanding sign; and
2. Has a maximum area of 1.5m²; and
3. Is not illuminated; and
4. Is not displayed more than 30 working days before work commences; and
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5. Is removed within fourteen days of completion of the work; and
6. Only contains information naming:
a. The owner of the site:
b. The occupier, if the owner is not the occupier:
c. Any person involved in the development of the site:
d. Any person involved in the design of the construction work on the site:
e. Any person involved in carrying out the construction work on the site:
f.

Any person involved in the supervision of the construction work on the site:

g. Any person involved in the financing of the construction work on the site.
B. Any sign on construction sites required by the Building Act 2004.
15. MOTEL/HOTEL DUTY MANAGER SIGN
A. One sign may be displayed at a motel or hotel performing the Duty Manager function if
the sign:
1. Is not illuminated; and
2. Has a maximum height of 800mm and width of 600mm; and
3. Is located against the kerb edge and perpendicular to the kerb; and
4. Is not closer than 2m from any utility including telephone boxes, power poles,
post office boxes; and
5. Provides at least 1.4m clear passage on footpaths from the kerb; or
6. Where there is no footpath, the sign is located so as to allow clear pedestrian
passage without the need to enter the carriageway; and
7. Complies with Clause 20.A if located along the State Highway.
16. SIGNS AUTHORISED BY RESOURCE CONSENTS
A. All signs displayed in accordance with any resource consent (whether granted before or
after the commencement of this bylaw and including any deemed resource consent under
Part XV of the Resource Management Act 1991) are authorised signs.
B. All signs lawfully established before the commencement of this bylaw are authorised
signs under Section 10 of the Resource Management Act.
17. SIGNS UNDER LEGISLATION
A. All signs required to be displayed by any other legislation and displayed in accordance
with the provisions of that legislation are authorised signs.
B. All signs authorised to be displayed by any other legislation and displayed in accordance
with the provisions of that legislation are authorised.
C. All signs permitted by any operative regional or district plan under the Resource
Management Act are authorised signs.
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D. Any sign discharging a statutory function is permitted under this bylaw.

PART IV - PROHIBITED SIGNS
18. PROHIBITED SIGNS
A. No person shall display any prohibited signs.
B. No permit shall be granted by the Council for any prohibited sign.
C. Prohibited signs are:
1. Signs projecting above the roofline of the building to which the sign is attached
or, if the sign is not attached to the building, above the roofline of a building to
which the sign relates
2. Flashing signs or flickering and flashing lights used for advertising
3. Moving signs
4. Signs causing direct glare
5. Signs which have lights which externally illuminate signs and result in
illumination of residential properties or buildings
6. All external light fixtures illuminating a sign not shielded so that the light is
confined to the surface of the sign and directed away from the public roadways
and residential areas
7. More than one sandwich board per 100 metres or part thereof per business
frontage, displayed on any footpath or business if no footpath is present
8. More than one flag per business frontage per 100 metres or part thereof
9. Signs creating any optical illusion
10. Signs in, on or attached to any vehicle or trailer parked in or visible from any
road or public place for the principal purpose of advertising
11. Signs attached to a tree unless the sign identifies the species of tree and/or its
classification under the District Plan
12. Signs on the face of any building above ground floor level except as provided for
in Clauses 21 and 26
13. Off-site signs; except for temporary event signs with Council approval and New
Zealand Transport Agency approval, if required as provided for in Clause 20.E.
14. Flags except in the Business B Zone, Business A Zone , mixed use area of Ocean
Ridge Comprehensive Living Zone and the Kaikoura Peninsula Tourism Zone or
temporary signs in any zone
15. Noise signs
16. Signs with light spill greater than 2 lux on the boundary of the site the sign is
located on
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17. Signage that is in, or is visible from, a public place, and that advertises
commercial sexual services.
18. The public display of signage for commercial sexual services that—
a. Is likely to cause a nuisance or serious offence to ordinary members of the
public using the area; or
b. Is incompatible with the existing character or use of that area.
D. Notwithstanding any other provision of this bylaw or any permit issued under the bylaw,
no sign shall be displayed if:
1. That display or manner of display is or is likely to be harmful or dangerous; or
2. In the reasonable opinion of an enforcement officer offensive, objectionable,
indecent, obscene, threatening or insulting.
E. Notwithstanding any other provision of this bylaw or any permit issued under the bylaw,
no sign shall be displayed if the sign:
1. Obstructs the view of any driver or pedestrian of any corner, bend, intersection or
vehicle crossing; or
2. Obstructs, obscures or impairs the view of any driver or pedestrian of any traffic
sign or signal; or
3. Resembles or is likely to be confused with any traffic sign or signal; or
4. Uses reflective materials that may interfere with the vision of any driver or
pedestrian; or
5. Creates a hazard to road users or pedestrians.

PART V - PERMITS
19. PERMITS FOR SIGNS
A. Except as provided for in Parts III and IV of this bylaw, no person shall display any sign
without having first obtained a permit from the Council.
B. Except as provided for in Parts III and IV of this bylaw no person may alter, reconstruct
or replace any sign for which a permit is required under this bylaw without having first
obtained a permit from the Council.
C. The Council shall not issue any permit which has the effect of:
1. Increasing the number of authorised signs on or relating to any site beyond the
number authorised by Part III of this bylaw
2. Relaxing the standards prescribed in Part III of this bylaw for authorised signs of
any kind beyond the standard allowed in the zone the sign is located. This permit
shall be issued at the absolute discretion of Council.
D. An application for a permit shall:
1. Be made on the form provided by the Council; and
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2. Be signed by the applicant; and
3. Contain a full description of the sign which is the subject of the application; and
4. Include a drawing of the sign, to scale, showing its shape, dimensions, contents
and colours; and
5. Be accompanied by a site plan, to scale, showing the position of the sign in
relation to:
a. The boundaries of the site; and
b. Any buildings on the site; and
c. The position of the sign on the building, if applicable; and
d. The distance to any other signs on the site; and
e. In respect of under veranda signs the distance to any other under veranda
signs whether on the same site or not
6. Be accompanied by the prescribed fee; and
E. In considering any application for a permit, the Council may seek such further
information, and advice as it thinks fit.
F. The Council shall not issue a permit for any sign if:
1. It does not satisfy the eligibility criteria, if any, specified for a sign of that type in
this part of the bylaw; or
2. It does not conform to the standards prescribed for a sign of that kind in this part
of the bylaw.
G. No permit shall be issued which is inconsistent with any of the provisions of this bylaw.
H. In considering whether to grant any permit or whether to grant a permit subject to
conditions, the Council shall have regard to any actual or potential effects of the sign on
amenity values. The materials, colours and design of the sign should reflect the character
of the area in which it will be placed.
I.

Subject to Clause 19.F, the Council may, in issuing a permit, impose any conditions
which the Council considers appropriate.

J. Council will retain a register of signs.
K. Council may issue permits under this part of the bylaw for signs as follows:
1. In all zones:
a. Directional signs for public facilities, commercial and industrial activities
under Clause 20.C.1
b. Special purpose signs under Clause 20.E.1
c. Interpretation signs intended for instruction or use of site provided that they:
i. Contain no advertising for commercial activities
ii. Are not intended for vehicular traffic
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iii. Are no larger than 1m2
d. Temporary signs under Clause 20.E.1
2. In the business zones:
a. Advertising face areas under Clause 21.A.1
b. Veranda face signs under Clause 21.A.1
c. Under veranda signs under Clause 21.E.l.
d. Arcade directory signs under Clause 21.G.1
e. Upstairs entrance signs under Clause 21.I.1.
f.

Freestanding signs under Clause 21.K.1.

g. Sandwich board, flat boards, and flags under Clause 21.M.1.
h. Roof signs under Clause 21.Q.1
3. In the residential zones:
a. Signs generally under Clause 22.A.1.
b. Signs for recreation grounds, churches, medical facilities, nursing homes,
educational institutes and community buildings under Clause 22.B.3.
c. Visitor’s accommodation signs under Clause 22.B.4.
d. Sandwich boards under v 22.B.5
4. Rural zones: under Clause 23.A.1.
5. Marine Facilities zones: under Clause 24.A.1.
6. Reserves: business signs under Clause 25.A.1.
7. Kaikoura Peninsula Tourism Zone under Clause 26.A.1.
20. IN ALL ZONES
A. SIGNS ALONG THE STATE HIGHWAY 1 (SH1): ELIGIBILITY
1. The Council may issue a permit for a sign if it complies with the relevant standards
prescribed in Clause 20.B.1 and the standards of the relevant zone in which the sign is
located.
B. SIGNS ALONG THE STATE HIGHWAY 1 (SH1): STANDARDS
1. For the purpose of this bylaw, any sign located on a property which shares a boundary
with the State Highway shall be deemed along the state highway.
2. Lettering on signs along SH1 in areas of up to 70km/hr shall:
a. Be a minimum of 120mm; and
b. Have a maximum of 6 words and/or symbols with a maximum of 40 characters
3. Lettering on signs along SH1 in areas of greater than 70km/hr shall:
a. Be a minimum of 160mm; and
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b. Have a maximum of 6 words and/or symbols with a maximum of 40 characters
4. All signs within areas of 70km/h or higher shall:
a. Not use internal or external illumination; and
b. Be located to the site which it relates; and
c. Be located so there is an unrestricted view to the motorist for a minimum distance
of 180m; and
d. Not be less than 100m from an official sign or traffic signal; and
e. Not obscure diver visibility at access or intersections; and
f.

Be at right angles to the state highway and positioned to avoid vehicle headlights
reflection; and

g. Be placed to ensure that there is only one advertising sign located on or adjacent
to the property to which it relates; and
h. Comply with all other criteria for the zone in which the sign is located.
C. DIRECTIONAL SIGNS: ELIGIBILITY
1. The Council may issue a permit for a directional sign for a commercial activity, public
facility or industrial area if it complies with the relevant standards prescribed in Clause
20.D.1.
D. DIRECTIONAL SIGNS: STANDARDS (excluding signs on the State Highway)
1. Any sign for which a permit is granted to provide directions to any commercial activity,
industrial zone or public facility shall:
a. Be coloured to a recognised international standard; and
b. Be 225mm by 1.2m; and
c. Contain only the name of the facility to which it relates; and
d. Not exceed three directional signs per post or location except at the discretion of
Council’s Roading Engineer.
E. TEMPORARY SIGNS: ELIGIBILITY
1. The Council may, at its absolute discretion and subject to any conditions it thinks
appropriate, issue a permit subject to compliance with standards 20.F.1 for:
a. Temporary signs, banners, streamers and gas-filled balloons for the purposes of
any specific event or activity; or
b. Any temporary sign for the purposes of an election campaign or a referendum
F. TEMPORARY SIGNS: STANDARDS
1. Temporary signs shall be limited to:
a. A maximum period of four (4) months in any twelve month period; or
b. Two (2) days following the completion of the event to which the sign relates; or
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c. Two (2) days after the date upon which a purchaser or lessee takes possession of
that land or premises or the date of settlement, whichever is the earlier; or
d. Any date or time limit set by stature for elections for removal.
21. SIGNS IN BUSINESS ZONES
A. ADVERTISING FACE AREA: ELIGIBILITY
1. A permit may be issued in the business zone for any advertising face area of a building
including a veranda face sign if:
a. It complies with the relevant standards prescribed in Clause 21.C ;and
b. In the case of a veranda face sign it also complies with the standards
prescribed in Clause 21.D of this bylaw; and
c. In the case of an under veranda sign it also complies with the standards
prescribed in Clause 21.E of this bylaw; and
d. It complies with Clause 21.B if illuminated; and
e. It complies with Clause 20.A if located along the State Highway; and
f.

If the building has more than one storey, no single storey contains more than
75% of total sign area.

B. ALL ILLUMINATED SIGNS IN BUSINESS ZONE
1. All external light fixtures illuminating a sign shall be shielded so that the light is confined
to the surface of the sign and directed away from the public roadways and residential
areas.
2. No illumination shall be allowed on any advertising face area adjacent to the residential
zone.
C. ADVERTISING FACE AREA: STANDARDS
Please refer to definition of advertising face area in section 5.A
1. In the Business A, Business B, Business C, Kaikoura Airport and Business Park, and
Mixed Use Area of the Ocean Ridge Comprehensive Living Zone, the sign area of the
primary face shall not exceed:
a. 15% of the advertising face area or a minimum of 1m2 regardless of the size of
the building.
b. If the building is located on a corner, each advertising face area parallel to the
road may have a maximum combined area of 20% of the area of the combined
face areas with either side having no more than 15% of the area of its particular
face.
2. The sign area of each secondary face shall not exceed 10% of the advertising face area.
3. If more than one business shares a building, each business frontage shall receive a share
of advertising face area proportional to the public area that the business occupies within
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the building. Regardless of the size of the public area, each business may have a sign with
a minimum area of 1m2 along the primary face area.
D. VERANDA FACE SIGNS: STANDARDS
1. Any Veranda Face Sign:
a. May extend for the full length of the veranda face; and
b. Must not exceed 500mm in depth; and
c. Must not project above or below the veranda face; and
d. Shall not on its own or together with other ground floor signs exceed the area
prescribed by Clause 21.C of this bylaw.
E. UNDER VERANDA SIGNS: ELIGIBILITY
1. A permit may be issued for one under veranda sign for each public entrance to a building
if it complies with the standards prescribed in Clause 21.C and 21.F.
F. UNDER VERANDA SIGNS: STANDARDS
1. Every under veranda sign shall:
a. Be located at the public entrance to the building to which that sign directly relates;
and
b. Be at least 2.25m above the surface of the road, footpath, service lane or access way;
and
c. Be at least 2m from any under veranda sign on any adjoining building; and
d. Not be more than 450mm thick; and
e. Not on its own or together with other ground floor signs exceed the area prescribed by
Clause 21.C of this bylaw ;and
f.

Complies with Clause 20.A if located along the State Highway.

G. ARCADE DIRECTORY SIGNS: ELIGIBILITY
1. A permit may be issued for one arcade directory sign to be located at the entrance to the
arcade if it complies with the standards prescribed in 21.B and 21.H.
H. ARCADE DIRECTORY SIGNS: STANDARDS
1. Every Arcade Directory Sign shall:
a. Be displayed at the entrance to the arcade in a position approved by the District Signs
Officer; and
b. List only the names of the occupiers of the arcade; and
c. Have a maximum area of 3m² ;and
d. Complies with Clause 20A if located along the State Highway
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I.

UPSTAIRS ENTRANCE SIGNS: ELIGIBILITY

1. A permit may be issued for a sign located at the ground floor public entrance for an
activity carried out in a building above its ground floor level if it complies with the
standards prescribed in Clauses 21.B and 21.J.
J. UPSTAIRS ENTRANCE SIGNS: STANDARDS
1. Signs for activities located above ground floor level shall:
a. Contain only the name of the activity of the occupier using that entrance; and
b. Have a maximum area of 0.25m².
K. FREESTANDING SIGNS: ELIGIBILITY
1. A permit may be issued for one freestanding sign per business frontage in a business zone if it
complies with the standards prescribed in Clauses 21.B and 21.L.

L. FREESTANDING SIGNS: STANDARDS
1. The sign shall:
a. Have a maximum area of 3m2; and
b. Be located at least 3m from any building; and
c. Not project over any road or service lane; and
d. Not project over a footpath unless the bottom of the sign is at least 2.25m above the
level of the footpath and does not project more than one metre over the footpath; and
e. Have a maximum height not exceeding 3.5m above ground level; and
f.

Comply with Clause 20.A if located along the State Highway

2. Within the Kaikoura Airport one freestanding sign may be located at the entrance listing
all business located within the airfield and have a maximum area of 5m2. No other
freestanding sign may be erected within this area. It must comply with Clause 20.A.
M. SANDWICH BOARDS, FLAT BOARDS AND FLAGS: ELIGIBILITY
1. A separate permit may be issued for each: one Sandwich Board, up to two Flat boards,
and/or a Flag for each site if it complies with the standards prescribed by 21.N, 21.O or
21.P.
N. SANDWICH BOARD SIGNS: STANDARDS
1. The sign shall:
a. Not be illuminated; and
b. Have a maximum height of 800mm and width of 600 mm; and
c. Be located against the kerb edge and perpendicular to the kerb; and
d. Not be closer than 2m from any utility including telephone boxes, power poles, post
office boxes; and
e. Provide at least 1.4m clear passage on footpaths from the kerb. Where there is no
footpath, the sign shall be located so as to allow clear pedestrian passage of 1.4m
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without the need to enter the carriageway or be located on the site to which they
relate; and
f.

Comply with Clause 20.A if located along the State Highway; and

g. Be pedestrian focused and not located along the State Highway 1 if located within the
Kaikoura Airport.
O. FLATBOARDS: STANDARDS
1. Any flat board sign shall:
a. Not exceed 1m² in area; and
b. Be placed against the exterior of the building to which the sign relates; and
c. Be located on the site; and
d. Not on its own or together with other ground floor signs exceed the area prescribed by
Clause 21.C of this bylaw; and
e. Not be illuminated; and
f.

Comply with Clause 20.A if located along the State Highway; and

g. Be pedestrian focused and not located along the State Highway if located within the
Kaikoura Airport.
P. FLAGS: STANDARDS
1. Any flag shall:
a. Not exceed than 2m2 or 3.5m in height; and
b. Be located wholly within the site to which they relate; and
c. Not be located on footpaths; and
d. Be limited to one flag per business frontage; and
e. Shall not be illuminated; and
f.

Comply with Clause 20.A if located along the State Highway; and

g. Be pedestrian focused and not located along the SH1 if located within the Airport.

Q. ROOF SIGNS: ELIGIBILTY
1. Council may issue a permit for a roof sign subject to compliance with the standards
prescribed by 21.R.
R. ROOF SIGNS: STANDARDS
1. The sign shall not
a. Exceed 5% of the roof face or 5m2 whichever is less; and
b. Project over the roofline of the building.
22. RESIDENTIAL ZONES
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For the purposes of this bylaw, Residential Zones include Residential A, Residential B and
Residential areas A,B,C and Low Density Area D and D(i) of the Ocean Ridge
Comprehensive Living Zone, the Lifestyle Living Area of the Kaikoura Peninsula Tourism
Zone and the Settlement zones.
A. RESIDENTIAL ZONES: ELIGIBILITY
1. No more than one permit may be issued per site. A permit may be issued for either:
a. A sign which is compliant with the relevant standards 22.B.1-4; or
b.

A sandwich board which complies with the relevant standards 22.B.5.

B. RESIDENTIAL ZONES: STANDARDS
1. Subject to subclauses 22.B.2, 22.B.3 and 22.B.4 any sign permitted in a residential zone
shall:
a. Have a maximum area of 1.0m² unless the site is located along State Highway 1
where the maximum shall be 2.0m2 ;and
b. Be no more than 3.5 meters high; and
c. Be attached to a building or be freestanding; and
d. If located on a boundary fence, the area of the sign must be entirely within the
area of the fence; and
e. Have all external light fixtures illuminating a sign shielded so that the light is
confined to the surface of the sign and directed away from the public roadways
and residential areas; and
f.

Comply with Clause 20.A if located along the State Highway

2. If the sign is located at the front of the site, the sign shall:
a. Be displayed in a position approved by the Council; or
b. Not project over any road or service lane; and
c. Not extend over any footpath unless:
i. The bottom of the sign is at least 2.25m above the footpath; and
ii. The extension is less than 1m over a footpath. Where there is no
footpath, the sign shall be located so as to allow clear pedestrian passage
without the need to enter the carriageway.
3. Signs for recreation grounds, churches, medical facilities, nursing homes, educational
institutions and community buildings shall have a maximum area of 1.0m² unless the site
is located along State Highway 1, where the maximum shall be 2.0m2 and shall comply
with 20.A.
4. Subject to standards 22.B.2 visitor accommodation in a residential zone, a permit may be
issued for:
a. One sign which identifies the site and has a maximum area of 1.0m² unless the
site is located along State Highway 1 whereas the maximum shall be 2.0m2; and
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b. One sign which contains the words "vacancy" or "no vacancy" and does not
exceed 1m x 0.15m in dimension.
5. All sandwich boards shall:
a. Not be illuminated; and
b. Have a maximum height of 800mm and width of 600 mm; and
c. Be located against the kerb edge and perpendicular to the kerb; and
d. Not be closer than 2m from any utility including telephone boxes, power poles, post
office boxes; and
e. Provide at least 1.4m clear passage on footpaths. Where there is no footpath, the sign
shall be located so as to allow clear pedestrian passage of 1.4m without the need to
enter the carriageway or be located on the site to which they relate; and
f.

Comply with Clause 20.A if located along the State Highway.

23. RURAL ZONES
A. RURAL ZONE: ELIGIBILITY
1. A permit may be issued for a sign to be displayed on any site in rural zones if it complies
with the relevant standards prescribed by Clause 23.B.
B. RURAL ZONE: STANDARDS
1. Subject to Clause 23.B.2 a sign shall:
a. Have a maximum area of 2.0m2 where the posted speed limit is 70kph or over and
1.5m2 where the posted speed limit is under 70kph; and
b. Not be illuminated; and
c. Be attached to a building or be freestanding; and
d. In areas where the speed limit is over 70km/h the signs shall:
i. Have lettering a minimum of 200mm in height; and
ii. Have a maximum of 6 words and/or symbols with a maximum of 40
characters; and
iii. Located so there is an unrestricted view to the motorist for a minimum
distance of 180 metres or approved by Council Engineer; and
iv. Not be less than 100m from an official sign or traffic signal; and
v. Not obscure diver visibility at access or intersections
e. If the sign is located at the front of the site, the sign shall:
i. Be displayed in a position approved by the Council; and
ii. Not project over any road or service lane; and
iii. Not extend over any footpath unless:
1. The bottom of the sign is at least 2.25m above the footpath; and
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2. The extension is less than 1m over a footpath.
iii. Be located, where there is no footpath, to allow clear pedestrian passage
without the need to enter the carriageway.
2. Signs on strategic routes (identified as State Highway 1(SH1) and Route 70 (Inland Road)
shall:
a. Have a maximum area of 2.0m2; and
b. Not be illuminated; and
c. Comply with Clause 20.A.; and
d. Be designed in consultation with New Zealand Transport Agency to ensure that the
sign will not compromise driver safety on SH1 or Route 70; and
e. Approved by Council’s engineer to ensure that all designs and locations will not
compromise driver safety on SH1 or Route 70.
24. MARINE FACILITIES ZONE
A. MARINE FACILITIES ZONE: ELIGIBILITY
1. A permit may be issued for a sign to be displayed on any site in the Marine Facilities zone
if it complies with the relevant standards prescribed in Clause 24.B.
B. MARINE FACILITIES ZONE: STANDARDS
1. A sign shall:
a. Have a maximum area of 0.5m2; and
b. Not be illuminated; and
c. Be attached to a building or be freestanding
2. If the sign is located at the front of the site the sign shall:
a. Be displayed in a position approved by the Council; and
b. Be at least 3m from any building; and
c. Not project over any road or service lane; and
d. Not extend over any footpath unless:
i. The bottom of the sign is at least 2.25m above the footpath; and
ii. The extension is less than 1m over a footpath.
e. Be located, where there is no footpath, to allow clear pedestrian passage without the
need to enter the carriageway; and
f.

Be no more than 3.5m high.

25. RESERVES
A. BUSINESS SIGNS WITHIN A RESERVE: ELIGIBILITY
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1. A permit may be granted by the Council for one sign for each business operating in a
reserve if it complies with the standards prescribed by Clause 25B.
B. BUSINESS SIGNS WITHIN A RESERVE: STANDARDS
2. Any sign shall:
a. Be attached to the building to which it relates or be free-standing; and
b. Not be illuminated: and
c. Have a maximum area of 1m².
26. KAIKOURA PENINSULA TOURISM ZONE
A. KAIKOURA PENINSULA TOURISM ZONE: ELIGIBILITY
1. A permit may be issued for a sign to be displayed with in the Kaikoura Peninsula Tourism
Zone if it complies with the relevant standards prescribed by Clauses 26.B, 26.C, 27D,
27.G.
B. KAIKOURA PENINSULA TOURISM ZONE: STANDARDS
1. All signs shall be located within the building platforms as designated in Appendix O of
the Kaikoura District Plan with the exception of the entrance at Scarborough Street.
2. All illumination shall be hooded and directed solely at the sign. No illumination of the
sign may occur between 23:00 and sunrise.
3. No sign shall be able to be read from South Bay Reserve or along any point of the
Department of Conservation walkway between the South Bay Reserve and Point Kean.
4. All signs greater than 5m2 and 2m in height shall be deemed a structure and as such
buildings and be subject to resource consent under the Kaikoura District Plan and
subsequent amendments.
5. Any use of Maori names shall be subject to Council approval in consultation with Te
Runanga o Kaikoura.
6. No sign shall be internally lit.
C. ADVERTISING FACE AREA: ELIGIBILITY
1. A permit may be issued for a sign for an advertising face area within the Kaikoura
Peninsula Tourism Zone if it complies with the standards prescribed in Clauses 26.B. and
26.D.
D. ADVERTISING FACE AREA: STANDARDS
1. The primary and secondary face of a building shall not exceed:
a. 10% of the building face or 5m2 whichever is less; and
b. If the face area of the building has more than one storey, no single storey shall
contain more than 75% of total advertising face area.
E. FREESTANDING SIGNS: ELIGIBILITY

33

- 26 KAIKOURA DISTRICT (SIGNS) BYLAW 10-12-11

1. A permit may be issued for a freestanding sign within the Kaikoura Peninsula Tourism
Zone if it complies with the standards prescribed in Clauses 26.B.1and 26.F:
F. FREESTANDING SIGNS: STANDARDS
1. The sign shall:
a. Have a maximum area of 2m²; and
b. Be located at least 3m from any building; and
c. Not project over any road or service lane; and
d. Not extend over any footpath unless:
i. The bottom of the sign is at least 2.25m above the footpath; and
ii. The extension is less than 1m over a footpath.
e. Be located, where there is no footpath, to allow clear pedestrian passage without
the need to enter the carriageway.
f.

Have a maximum height not exceeding 3.5m above ground level ;and

g. Not be illuminated outside of hours of operation; and
h. Be limited to one freestanding sign per building or at the entrance to Scarborough
Street.
G. SANDWICH BOARDS, FLATBOARD AND FLAGS: ELIGIBILITY
1. A separate permit may be issued for each freestanding sign within the Kaikoura Peninsula
Tourism Zone if it complies with the standards prescribed in Clauses 26.B.1, 26.H, 22.I
and 26.J.
H. SANDWICH BOARD SIGNS: STANDARDS
1. The sign shall:
a. Not be illuminated; and
b. Be a maximum area of 800mm x 600 mm; and
c. Not be located along Scarborough Street; and
d. Be limited to one per 100m or part thereof of each business frontage.
I.

FLAT BOARDS: STANDARDS

1. Any flat board sign shall:
a. Not exceed 1m² in area; and
b. Be placed against the exterior of the building to which the sign relates; and
c. Not be located along Scarborough Street; and
d. Not be illuminated; and
e. Be limited to two per business frontage.
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J. FLAGS: STANDARDS
1. Any flag shall:
a. Not exceed 2m2 or 3.5m in height; and
b. Not be located along Scarborough Street; and
c. Be located wholly within the site to which they relate; and
d. Not be located on footpaths; and
e. Be limited to no more than one flag per business frontage; and
f.

Be no less than 10m from any sandwich board or freestanding sign on site; and

g. Not be illuminated.

PART VI - GENERAL OBLIGATIONS
27. REVOCATION OF PERMITS
A. If the Council is satisfied that a person holds a permit to display a sign and has acted in
breach of the permit or any part of this bylaw relating to that sign, the Council may, in its
absolute discretion, revoke the permit.
28. THE COUNCIL MAY REVOKE THE PERMIT:
A. Notwithstanding that proceedings for any offence against this bylaw constituted by the
breach have not been taken; or
B. Where the person is convicted of an offence against this bylaw, in addition to taking the
prosecution.
C. Before revoking any permit, the Council shall
1. Give at least ten working days notice to the holder; and
2. Invite the holder to make any submissions and, if requested by the holder give the
holder the opportunity to be heard.
29. REPAIR OF SIGNS
A. All signs displayed under this bylaw shall be kept in good repair.
30. OBSOLETE SIGNS
A. No sign shall be displayed if:
1. The activity to which it relates has ceased on that site; or
2. The event to which the sign relates has finished; or
3. The goods and services to which the sign relates are no longer supplied at that site; or
4. The sign is no longer relevant to the use of the site; or
5. Legislation prevents the display of the sign; or
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B. Clause 30.A applies even though when the sign was first displayed, the display of the sign
was authorised by:
1. This bylaw; or
2. Any previous bylaw or legislation; or
3. A permit issued under this bylaw.

PART VII - MONITORING
31. ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS
A. The Council may, by resolution, appoint any of its officers to act as an enforcement officer
to carry out any of the functions of an enforcement officer under this bylaw.
B. The Council shall supply any enforcement officer with a warrant which states the
functions and powers the officer is authorised to exercise under this bylaw.
C. Every enforcement officer who exercises or purports to exercise any power under this
bylaw shall carry and produce, on demand, a warrant and evidence of the officer's identity.
D. An enforcement officer shall, on termination of the officer's appointment as an
enforcement officer, surrender the warrant to the Council.
32. NAME AND ADDRESS TO BE SUPPLIED
A. If it appears to any officer, employee or agent of the Council, that any person is
committing or has committed any offence against this bylaw, that officer, employee or
agent may require that person to cease the offence and require that person to supply his or
her real name in full and his or her residential address.
B. If any person refuses or fails to supply such information or gives incorrect information,
that person commits an offence against this bylaw.
33. POWERS OF ENTRY
A. Any enforcement officer duly authorised by the Council may at all reasonable times enter
any land, building or other premises to see if the provisions of the bylaw are being
observed or to exercise the powers of the Council under Clause 34.
34. NOTICE OF NON-COMPLIANCE
A. If a sign is displayed which:
1. Is a prohibited sign; or
2. Is purportedly displayed as an authorised sign but does not comply with Part III of
this bylaw; or
3. Is a sign which may not be displayed without a permit being issued by the Council
but for which no permit has been issued; or
4. Is no longer in good repair; or
5. Is an obsolete sign; or
6. Does not comply with the conditions of any permit issued by the Council; or
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7. Does not comply with the standards specified in this bylaw for that sign; or
8. Is in the reasonable opinion of an enforcement officer is offensive or objectionable; or
9. Is in the reasonable opinion of an enforcement officer is or is likely to be a danger to
any person or property; or
10. Is in the reasonable opinion of an enforcement officer is or is likely to constitute a
hazard to road users or pedestrians; or
11. Is in any other way in breach of this bylaw
B. An enforcement officer of the Council may give notice in writing to the owner, or
occupier, or both, of the site where the sign is displayed requiring, as the enforcement
officer thinks fit:
1. The removal of the sign; or
2. The repair of the sign; or
3. Other specified work to be taken to ensure compliance with this bylaw or any permit
issued under this bylaw, within the time specified in the notice.
C. Any notice issued under subclause (1) of this clause shall be in the form set out in the First
Schedule or to similar effect.
D. Any person who fails to comply with the requirements of any notice within the time
specified in the notice commits an offence against this bylaw.
E. If any person fails to comply with the requirements of any notice then the Council, or any
officer or agent of the Council, may pull down, remove, or alter the sign and recover from
any person who failed to comply with the notice all expenses incurred by the Council in
connection with the pulling down, removal or alteration of the sign.
F. The exercise of the powers contained in Clause 34.2 of this clause shall not excuse any
person from liability for any other penalty for that breach of this bylaw.
35. SERVICE OF NOTICES
A. Where a notice is to be served on any person for the purposes of this bylaw it may be
served by:
1. Delivering it personally to the person; or
2. Delivering it to the usual or last known place of business or address of the person,
including by facsimile; or
3. Sending it by pre-paid post to the person at the usual or last known place of residence
or business of the person; or
4. Leaving the notice in a conspicuous position on the site to which it relates.
B. If the person to be served is a body corporate, service at the registered office of the body
corporate or service of an officer of the body corporate in accordance with subclause (A)
of this clause shall be deemed to be service on the body corporate.
C. If the person to be served is an unincorporated body, service on an officer in accordance
with subclause (A) shall be deemed to be service on that body.
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D. Where a notice is to be served on a partnership, service on any one of the partners in
accordance with subclause (A) shall be deemed to be service on the partnership.
E. Where the document is served by post, it shall be deemed, in the absence of proof to the
contrary, to be received by the person to whom it is addressed at the time the notice would
have been delivered in the ordinary course of the post.
F. Where the document is served by facsimile, the document shall be deemed to be served
when transmitted.
G. If the person who is served is absent from New Zealand, the notice may be served on an
agent of that person in accordance with subclause (A).

36. OFFENCES
A. Every person commits a breach of this bylaw who:
1. Displays any sign or does, causes to be done, permits, or allows to be done, anything
in breach of or otherwise than provided for by this bylaw; or
2. Omits, neglects, permits or allows anything to remain undone which ought to be done
by that person at the time and in the manner provided for in or under this bylaw; or
3. Fails to refrain from doing anything which under this bylaw that person is required to
refrain from doing; or
4. Permits or allows any condition or thing to exist in breach of this bylaw; or
5. Fails to comply with any notice served on that person under this bylaw; or
6. Obstructs or hinders any officer, employee or agent of the Council in the performance
of any duty or function under this bylaw; or
7. Displays any sign or does any other thing or causes any condition to exist or remain
for which a permit from the Council is required under this bylaw without first
obtaining that permit; or
8. Displays any sign or does any other thing or causes any condition to exist or remain
in breach of a permit issued under this bylaw; or
9. Displays any sign or does any other thing or causes any condition to exist for which a
fee is payable under this bylaw without first paying the fee prescribed; or
10. Supplies false information to the Council or any officer, employee or agent of the
Council.
37. PENALTIES
A. A person who commits a breach of this bylaw is liable on summary conviction to a fine
not exceeding $500.00 and, where the breach is a continuing one, to a further fine not
exceeding $50.00 for every day on which the breach is continued.
B. Where a person commits a continuing breach of this bylaw, then, a District Court may, on
application by the Council, grant an injunction restraining the further continuance of that
breach by that person.
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PART VIII - MISCELLANEOUS
38. DELEGATIONS
A. Except where this bylaw provides that a resolution or special order of the Council is
required, all actions required to be done by the Council under this bylaw may be
undertaken by any officer, employee or agent of the Council to whom authority has been
lawfully delegated.
B. Proof of such delegation may be established by:
1. Reference to the instrument of delegation; or
2. Production of an identity card indicating the general terms of the holder's delegated
authority; or
3. Any other reasonable means.
39. DISTRICT SIGNS OFFICER
A. The Council may, by resolution, appoint any of its officers as a District Signs Officer to
exercise the powers and functions of the District Signs Officer under this bylaw.
B. The Council shall supply any person appointed as District Signs Officer with a warrant of
appointment.
C. A person may be appointed as both a District Signs Officer under this clause and as an
enforcement officer under Clause 31.
D. A District Signs Officer shall, on termination of the Officer's appointment as a District
Signs Officer, surrender the warrant of appointment to the Council.
40. FEES
A. The application fee for a permit for a sign shall be determined in the Annual Plan.
B. Where any fee is payable to the Council, the Council may require the payment of the fee in
whole or in part, before issuing the permit, giving any other approval, or providing any
service or carrying out any inspection as the case may be.
C. The holder of a permit shall pay, when due, all fees payable by the holder under this
clause. Unpaid fees may be recovered by the Council as a debt due from the holder.
41. REPEALS
A. On the commencement of this bylaw, the Kaikoura District Signs Bylaw 2002 shall be
repealed.

39

- 32 KAIKOURA DISTRICT (SIGNS) BYLAW 10-12-11

Attachment 2 - Waimakariri District Council Section 32 Report

Section 32 Report
Ngā tohu/
Signs Chapter
prepared for the

Proposed
Waimakariri District Plan
18 September 2021

Proposed Waimakariri District Plan Section 32 (Signs)
210105000181

40

Page 1 of 31

TABLE OF CONTENTS
1.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY ................................................................................................................... 4

2.

OVERVIEW AND PURPOSE ............................................................................................................. 5
2.1

Purpose of Section 32 RMA.................................................................................................... 5

2.2

Topic Description .................................................................................................................... 5

2.3

Significance of this Topic ........................................................................................................ 5

2.4

Current Objectives, Policies and Methods ............................................................................ 5

2.5

Information and Analysis ....................................................................................................... 6

Table 1: List of relevant background assessments and reports .................................................... 6
2.6

Consultation Undertaken ....................................................................................................... 7

2.7

Iwi Authority Advice............................................................................................................... 8

2.8

Reference to Other Relevant Evaluations ............................................................................. 8

3.

STATUTORY AND POLICY CONTEXT ............................................................................................... 9
3.1

Resource Management Act 1991 ........................................................................................... 9

3.2

National Instruments ............................................................................................................. 9

3.2.1

National Planning Standards.......................................................................................... 9

3.3

Regional policy statement and plans................................................................................... 10

3.4

Iwi Management Plan .......................................................................................................... 10

3.5

Any relevant management plans and strategies................................................................. 11

3.6

Any other relevant legislation or regulations ..................................................................... 11

3.7

Any plans of adjacent or other territorial authorities ........................................................ 12

4.

KEY RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ISSUE ......................................................................................... 13

5.

OVERVIEW OF PROPOSED OBJECTIVES, POLICIES AND METHODS ............................................ 14
5.1

Strategic Direction ................................................................................................................ 14

5.2

District-wide Subject ............................................................................................................ 14

5.3

Proposed Objective and Policies.......................................................................................... 14

5.4

Proposed Methods ............................................................................................................... 15

6.

SCALE AND SIGNIFICANCE EVALUATION ..................................................................................... 17
6.1
7.

8.

Evaluation of Scale and Significance.................................................................................... 18
EVALUATION OF PROPOSED OBJECTIVE.................................................................................. 19

7.1

Evaluation of Existing and Proposed Objectives ................................................................. 19

7.2

Summary - Evaluation of Proposed Objectives ................................................................... 21

EVALUATION OF PROPOSED POLICIES AND METHODS .............................................................. 21
8.1

Evaluation of Proposed Policies and Methods .................................................................... 22

Proposed Waimakariri District Plan Section 32 (Signs)
210105000181

41

Page 2 of 31

8.2
8.

Summary - Evaluation of Proposed Policies and Methods ................................................. 31

SUMMARY .................................................................................................................................... 31

Proposed Waimakariri District Plan Section 32 (Signs)
210105000181

42

Page 3 of 31

1.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Signs Chapter manages the effects of signs. The key resource management issue associated with
signs is that while they assist in providing for the District’s economic and community well-being by
promoting commercial and temporary activities, and directing, warning and informing the public, they
can adversely affect transport safety, character, amenity values, landscape values, natural values, and
heritage values.
The Operative District Plan does not adequately address these issues because:
•

•
•
•
•

it does not contain specific rules for certain signs that may be appropriate (such as signs at
temporary activities), or certain signs that may need additional controls (such as signs within
areas with outstanding landscape values), thus these signs would be required to meet on-site
sign requirements which does not recognise their specific characteristics;
there are no specific objectives, policies or matters of discretion for signs to guide decision
making;
the rules require resource consent for all types of digital signs and all off-site signs thus do not
recognise that these types of signs may be appropriate in some instances;
it does not limit the total number of temporary signs promoting events and/or local
government elections per site; and
the limits on sign display areas and height do not reflect the function, context, character, and
amenity values of the proposed zones in the Proposed Plan.

To address these issues, the following changes are proposed:
•
•
•
•

provision for community signs, temporary signs at temporary activities, off-site directional
signs, and small scale digital signs;
objective, policies, and matters of discretion specific to signs;
controls for signs in more sensitive environments to manage natural, landscape and heritage
values, and subdivision development entrance signs; and
limits on sign display area, height and the number of signs per site that reflects the zones in
the Proposed District Plan.

The proposed provisions aim to both enable and control signs in order to support economic and
community wellbeing, while maintaining transport safety, the character and amenity values of zones,
and any natural, landscape or heritage values of sensitive areas.
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2.

OVERVIEW AND PURPOSE

2.1

Purpose of Section 32 RMA

The overarching purpose of Section 32 of the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA) is to ensure that
plans are developed using sound evidence and rigorous policy analysis, leading to more robust and
enduring provisions.
Section 32 reports are intended to clearly and transparently communicate the reasoning behind plan
provisions to the public. The report should provide a record of the evaluation process, including the
consultation, technical work, methods, assumptions and risks that informed that process. A robust
report can prove highly useful to decision makers, particularly where it clearly communicates the
analysis undertaken to identify the most appropriate way to achieve the purpose of the RMA.
The District Council is required to undertake an evaluation of any proposed District Plan provisions
before notifying those provisions. The Section 32 evaluation report provides the reasoning and
rationale for the proposed provisions and should be read in conjunction with those provisions.

2.2

Topic Description

The purpose of the Signs chapter is to make provision for business, infrastructure and community signs
to advertise, identify, inform and warn, while managing the potential adverse effects on transport
safety, character, and amenity, natural, landscape or heritage values.
This chapter does not specifically deal with traffic related signage, which is controlled by the Land
Transport Act 1998, however such traffic related signs would be considered an ‘official sign’ within the
rules.

2.3

Significance of this Topic

The chapter recognises that signs provide a range of important functions to the District. The Chapter
also recognises that in some instances, signs need careful management to ensure they do not create
adverse effects on transport safety, character and amenity values. Management of signs is significant
in that it helps to maintain the anticipated amenity values of zones, along with any natural, landscape
and heritage values of certain overlays, and transport safety for the transport network.

2.4

Current Objectives, Policies and Methods

The Operative District Plan contains one objective and policy relating to signs. Objective 12.1.1 relates
to a range of activities including signs and aims to maintain amenity values and an appropriate quality
of environment from their adverse effects. Policy 12.1.1.7 specifically relates to the management of
the effects of signs on traffic safety and amenity values.
The method framework is mainly effects-based and includes rules relating to sign area, height, design,
function, the number of signs per site, location of signs with respect to roads, and standards and
exemptions for temporary signs (note there is no limit on the maximum number of temporary signs
for events or local government elections per site). The Signage Bylaw 2019 also forms part of the
method framework for managing signs, refer to Section 3.5.1 and 5.4 for further details.
These provisions are a result of Council Plan Change 29, which became operative in 2012. Plan Change
29 aimed to address a range of issues including off-site signs, signs protruding over rooflines in the
business zones, exceedance of the number of signs located along a road frontage, and signs breaching
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area and height limits. The Signage Bylaw 2012 was also developed during this time (this was later
reviewed in 2019).

2.5

Information and Analysis

Table 1: List of relevant background assessments and reports
Title
Author
District Plan Effectiveness Review - Quality of the Waimakariri District Council, July – September
environment reports
2016
Description of Report
These reports outline the effectiveness of the Operative District Plan for the respective zone or
clusters of zones, relating to provisions that manage the quality of the environment. These
provisions include activities such as signs, along with noise, glare, hazardous substances and odour.
It was primarily informed by internal stakeholder feedback. The key findings relating to signs were:
• The primary issues are transport safety and amenity values.
• Signs painted directly onto buildings require regulation.
• Where signs are placed near boundaries, it can be difficult to determine whether the Signage
Bylaw or the District Plan applies, which affects compliance and enforcement. The relationship
between the Signage Bylaw and District Plan needs to be clear and easy to apply.
• Mobile signage on trailers or vehicles is an issue.
• Real estate signs are often placed near intersections which can cause compromised safety by
distracting road traffic.
• Glare from signs can be an issue.
• Removal of temporary signs relating to outdated events can be an issue.
Title
Author
Traffic control devices manual, Part 3 - NZ Transport Authority, January 2011
Advertising signs
Description of Report
The manual provides guidance on best practice for the use of advertising signs and considers matters
relating to both transport safety and urban design.
Key messages:
• The primary issue with roadside signs relate to their location in terms of the overall environment
and also in the context of nearby intersections, pedestrian crossings, major road curves, traffic
signs or signals, and other signs.
• Recommended minimum distances of an unrestricted view of a sign, lateral separation from
road reserve to avoid physical obstruction or hazard, longitudinal separation from intersections,
pedestrian crossings, major road curves, traffic signs or signals to reduce potential for
obstruction or distraction, minimum sign letter size relative to speed to ensure signs are
readable, and limitations on sign material that can cause hazards.
These guidelines helped inform the transport safety standards.
Title
Author
Waimakariri District Council District Plan Review WSP
– Light (24 September 2019)
Description of Report
Expert advice was sought for light spill and glare, and also lighting of vertical planes such as signs or
façades.
Key messages:
• Level of effect from illuminated vertical planes and signs relates to the sensitivity of the receiving
zone.
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Obtrusive lighting effects is confined to luminance (brightness) and glare, particularly to road
users.
• Light spill from illuminated signs is inherently limited by the zone rules so no additional
requirements are required.
• Intermittent, flashing or rotating signs should not be permitted.
• A rule structure per zone for illuminated and digital signs was recommended.
This advice helped inform the approach for managing illuminated signs, including digital signs.
•

2.6

Consultation Undertaken

Consultation has been undertaken as part of this District Plan Review process with key stakeholders.
Relevant Council staff and Councillors were consulted with as part of developing and testing the
direction and content of proposed provisions. This internal feedback, along with feedback from
external stakeholders, helped inform the proposed provisions.
It is noted that none of the public feedback received during the District Development Strategy
consultation in 2017, District Plan Review Issues and Options in 2017, and ‘What’s the Plan? Shaping
the Content of the Reviewed District Plan’ in 2019, related to signs.
Feedback from external stakeholders relevant to the Signs Chapter is summarised below.
2.6.1

Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency (Waka Kotahi)

1. Off-site signs are not supported;
2. The number of signs per site should be limited;
3. Signs erected by road controlling authorities, including digital ones, should be enabled and
would be considered to be 'official signs';
4. Signs adjacent to State Highways should meet Waka Kotahi guidelines which includes limits
on minimum lettering heights, maximum number of words and characters, avoidance of
colours similar to official road or traffic signs, avoidance of reflective materials, internal or
external illumination, or variable, flashing, rotating or animated parts, along with sight
distance requirements relative to the speed environment, and separation requirements
between official road or traffic signs and other signs;
5. Changeable digital signs in speed environments greater than 70km/hr are not supported, and
in speed environments of less than 70km/hr they are supported subject to standards on
matters such as cycle rates noting that from a safety perspective a cycle rate of 5 minutes to
1 hour is preferable;
6. Signs on trailers, which are typically off-site signs, are not supported. They should be treated
as billboards and need to be clearly defined so as to not be confused with branding on
vehicles;
7. The complexity of the environment needs to be part of the assessment matters; and
8. The cumulative number of signs permitted per site needs to be controlled.
2.6.2

A local signs company:

1. The allowance for sign area should be proportionate to the length of a site's road frontage, or
the number of businesses on a site; and
2. The permitted number of freestanding signs should be greater for sites with multiple road
frontages or multiple businesses.
2.6.3

Rangiora Promotions
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1. The Operative District Plan’s size, height and duration limits for event signs are still
reasonable.
2.6.4

Enterprise North Canterbury

1. The process for assessing compliance, or applying for resource consent, is complicated. Clear
guidelines are important, especially for transport safety related requirements which can be
complex;
2. Entrance signs for subdivision developments should be allowed during the period that
properties are selling however once the area is fully developed the signs should be removed
to help the area integrate with the adjacent areas;
3. Visual clutter is an issue so allowing off-site signs would proliferate this;
4. Consideration should be given on how to help businesses that are located down quiet rural
roads advertise their location and directional information off-site nearby (e.g. ‘Firewood 100m
next left’);
5. There are a lot of freestanding signs facing State Highway 1; and
6. Large signs on trailers are visually offensive so should be tightly controlled.
2.6.5

Local real estate agents:

1. The limit of two real estate signs per road boundary per site is reasonable;
2. Most signs are 1.8m by 1.2m; and
3. Industry regulations required signs to be removed by the settlement date.
Comment: This feedback helped inform the proposed provisions.

2.7

Iwi Authority Advice

Clause 3(1)(d) of Schedule 1 of the RMA sets out the requirements for local authorities to consult with
iwi authorities during the preparation of a proposed plan. Clause 4A requires the District Council to
provide a copy of a draft proposed plan to iwi authorities and have particular regard to any advice
received.
The iwi authority were consulted on the draft plan and the only comment they made regarding the
signs provisions was clarification on how they would apply to signs for way-finding, services and public
health messages within a marae. It was noted that these signs would be covered by the provisions for
internalised signs, community signs or official signs which are all permitted. It is noted that all the rules
in the Signs Chapter apply to all Special Purpose Zone – Kainga Nohoanga areas.

2.8

Reference to Other Relevant Evaluations

This Section 32 topic report should be read in conjunction with the following evaluations:
Light topic section 32 report – for additional controls for illuminated signs;
Temporary activities topic section 32 report – includes rules for temporary activities;
Historic heritage topic section 32 report – for heritage value considerations;
Earthworks topic section 32 report – for additional consideration of earthworks associated
with the foundation of any freestanding sign within any Sites or Areas of Significance to Maori;
and
(e) Section 32 reports for zones (residential zones, rural zones and open space zones in
particular), for amenity value and character expectations for the receiving environment.
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
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3.

STATUTORY AND POLICY CONTEXT

3.1

Resource Management Act 1991

Section 5 of the RMA sets out the purpose of the RMA, which is to promote the sustainable
management of natural and physical resources. In achieving this purpose, authorities need to
recognise and provide for matters of national importance identified in Section 6, have particular
regard to other matters listed in Section 7, and take into account the principles of the Treaty of
Waitangi (Te Tiriti o Waitangi) under Section 8.
Section 6
The ‘matters of national importance’ that are relevant to this topic are section 6(b) and section 6(f) as
controls for signs on and near outstanding natural features or landscapes and on historic heritage
items or settings respectively are more restrictive in order to protect them from inappropriate use
and development.
Section 7
The ‘other matters’ relevant to this topic are:
• Section 7(b) requires particular regard to be given to the efficient use and development of
natural and physical resources. The efficient use of the transport network, a physical resource,
is an important factor that signs have the potential to affect.
• Section 7(c) and 7(f) require particular regard to be given to the maintenance and
enhancement of both amenity values and the quality of the environment respectively.
Amenity values and the quality of the environment can be adversely affected by signs
therefore the management of them is important.
The proposed provisions look to manage matters relating to both transport safety and amenity values
in relation to signs.
Section 8
Section 8 of the RMA requires the council to take into account the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi
(Te Tiriti o Waitangi). Tangata whenua, through iwi authorities, have been consulted as part of the
review process. Their feedback relating to the proposed provisions is outlined in Section 2.7.

3.2

National Instruments

The following national instruments are relevant to this topic:

3.2.1

National Planning Standards

The National planning standards were introduced in November 2019 with the purpose of improving
the consistency of council plans and policy statements. Under s75 (3) of the RMA, a District Plan must
give effect to a National Planning Standard. The Proposed District Plan has been prepared in
accordance with National Planning Standards 2019, which were introduced by the Resource
Legislation Amendment Act 2017 to make plans and policy statements more useable, accessible and
easier to prepare.
The Proposed District Plan will give effect to the National Planning Standards by including a separate
district-wide chapter for managing signs. It also uses a standardised definition of ‘sign’ and ‘official
sign’.
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3.2.3

National Environmental Standards

The National Environmental Standards for Electricity Transmission Activities Regulations 2009
contains some clauses relating to installing or modifying signs on transmission line support
structures. Such signs would be considered ‘official signs’ and will be enabled by Rule SIGN-R1.

3.3

Regional policy statement and plans

3.3.1

Canterbury Regional Policy Statement 2013 (CRPS)

The Proposed District Plan must give effect to the CRPS. While there is no specific reference to signs
in the CRPS, the following objectives and policies are indirectly relevant:
1. Chapter 5 (Land-use and Infrastructure)
a. Objective 5.2.1 aims for development that is located and designed so that it maintains the
quality of the natural environment, and avoids conflict between incompatible activities.
b. Objective 5.2.3 aims for a safe, efficient and effective transport system.
c. Policy 5.3.1 requires the provision of an efficient and effective transport network,
enhancement of amenity values and encouragement high quality urban design.
d. Policy 5.3.8 requires integrated land use and transport planning that avoids or mitigates
conflicts with incompatible activities.
2. Chapter 6 (Recovery and Rebuilding Greater Christchurch)
a. Policy 6.3.6 requires avoidance or mitigation of conflicts between incompatible activities.
3. Chapter 8 (Coastal Environment)
a. Objective 8.2.4 and Policy 8.3.4 requires the coastal environment’s natural character to
be preserved and protected from inappropriate use, and its values, including natural and
amenity values, restored or enhanced.
4. Chapter 12 (Landscape)
a. Policy 12.3.2 requires management of land use activities to protect outstanding natural
features and landscapes from inappropriate use.
5. Chapter 13 (Historic Heritage)
a. Policy 13.3.1 requires the recognition and provision for the protection of historic and
cultural heritage from inappropriate use.
Comment: The proposed provisions give effect to these objectives and policies by controlling signs in
order to maintain transport safety, the character and amenity values of zones, and any natural,
landscape or heritage values of sensitive areas.

3.3.2

Canterbury Regional Plans

The provisions of the Canterbury Air Regional Plan, Canterbury Land and Water Regional Plan,
Regional Coastal Environment Plan for the Canterbury Region, Waimakariri River Regional Plan,
Canterbury Regional Pest Management Plan, Canterbury Regional Land Transport Plan, Canterbury
Regional Public Transport Plan, and Land Use Recovery Plan are not relevant to the Signs Chapter.

3.4

Iwi Management Plan

There are no relevant policies in the Iwi Management Plan directly relating to signs in the Waimakariri
District. However, Policy WAI4.5 requires protection of wāhi tapu and wāhi taonga sites from
inappropriate land use, which is indirectly relevant to signs as uncontrolled signs on these sites could
potentially create cultural and amenity issues. While the proposed provisions do not have specific
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controls for signs within Sites and Areas of Significance to Māori, they do control signs overall thereby
limiting their discrete and cumulative effects on these sites.

3.5

Any relevant management plans and strategies

The following management plans and strategies prepared under other legislation are relevant to this
matter:
3.5.1

Council Signage Bylaw 2019 (Signage Bylaw)
a. Controls signs located on Council-owned premises and road reserve, along with signs on
privately owned premises if they are considered to be adversely affecting traffic and
public safety.
b. Only signs provided for in the bylaw may be erected on Council-owned premises including
parks, reserves, buildings and structures and road reserve.
c. Provides for real estate signage, event signage, footpath signage and advertising, and
signage overhanging footpaths or roads.
d. There are also controls for vehicle and trailer signage, signs affecting traffic or public
safety (which has the scope to cover private property also), the location of election signs,
and signage content.
e. The Signage Bylaw provides for digital signs however uses the defined term ‘changeable
message signage’.
f. Precludes the display of signage on, or connected to a vehicle, or parked trailer that is on
a road or a public place, if the principal function of the trailer or vehicle is to display
advertising material.

3.5.2

Council Parking Bylaw 2019 (Parking Bylaw)
a. Controls parking on roads or areas under the care, control or management of the Council.
b. Precludes the display of signage on, or connected to a vehicle, or parked trailer that is on
a road or a public place, if the principal function of the trailer or vehicle is to display
advertising material;

3.5.3

Council Policy on Political Hoardings on Council Buildings and Land (S-CP 4460) precludes
election signs on Council land or buildings in order for Council to remain fair and neutral to all
candidates.

3.5.4

Council Policy on Business Zone 1 & 2 Public Places Policy 2018 (S-CP 0445) additional
controls for signs on footpaths and accessways within Business 1 and 2 Zones.

3.5.5

Bylaw 2010 New Zealand Transport Agency (Signs on State Highways) Bylaw - Waka Kotahi
controls signs on State Highway road reserve via this bylaw.

Reference to potential requirements from these documents has been included as an advice note.

3.6

Any other relevant legislation or regulations

The following legislation / regulations are relevant to this matter:
1. Bylaw 2010 New Zealand Transport Agency (Signs on State Highways) Bylaw - sets out
requirements for signs on road reserve of State Highways. Requirements in this bylaw that are
considered practical and relevant for the Signs Chapter have been included in the transport
safety standards.
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2. Electoral Act 1993 & Electoral (Advertisements of a Specified Kind) Regulations 2005 specify the requirements for general election signs, which would be considered ‘official signs’.
3. Reserves Act 1977 – provides for preparation of Reserve Management Plans, which include
restrictions on signs located on reserves. Requirements under Reserve Management Plan
have been noted in an advice note within the Signs Chapter.
The above legislation and bylaw are mentioned in the advice notes that outlines other possible
requirements outside the District Plan.

3.7

Any plans of adjacent or other territorial authorities

The District Council is required to have regard to the extent to which the district plan needs to be
consistent with the plans and proposed plans of adjacent territorial authorities under Section 74(2)(c)
of the RMA.
The Waimakariri District is adjacent to Christchurch City Council, Selwyn District Council and Hurunui
District Council. The Christchurch District Plan (CDP) and Hurunui District Plan (HDP) are both second
generation district plans that became both operative in 2017 and 2018 respectively. The Selwyn
District Plan is currently under review so both the Operative Selwyn District Plan (SDP) and Proposed
Selwyn District Plan (PSDP) have been considered.
3.7.1

Christchurch District Plan

The CDP contains a range of rules and standards for managing signs. Its objective is for signs to
contribute to the city’s recovery and vitality by supporting business, infrastructure and community
activities, maintaining public safety and enhancing character and amenity values. Policies include
enabling signs in appropriate locations, controlling signs in sensitive locations, managing potential
effects of signs, transport safety, temporary signs and signs managed by other agencies and managing
off-site signs.
Overall, the CDP has a more lenient approach than the Proposed Waimakariri District Plan, with small
scale off-site signs permitted in most zones subject to standards, and static and digital billboards
permitted in certain zones subject to standards. This is reflective of the CDP being a plan for a large
city, as opposed to a rural-based district. Area and height limits were benchmarked against those in
the CDP as part of the development of the standards for the Proposed District Plan, as were transport
safety standards.
The proposed provisions are generally consistent with the CDP in terms of its intent of balancing the
need for signs with safety and amenity considerations. However, the Proposed Waimakariri District
Plan is more restrictive on signs such as digital and static billboards/signs, and off-site signs which is
reflective of it being a plan for a district with smaller urban environments.
3.7.3

Selwyn District Plans

3.7.3.1 Operative Selwyn District Plan
The Rural and Township Volumes of the operative SDP contain provisions for outdoor signs and
noticeboards. Policies generally aim to manage effects on amenity values, transport safety and
nuisance. Both volumes require resource consents for off-site signs and this approach has been carried
through to the Proposed Selwyn District Plan and is consistent with the proposed provisions.
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3.7.3.2 Proposed Selwyn District Plan
The PSDP’s objective is for signs to contribute to the District’s economic and community wellbeing,
and transport safety. Policies include enabling signs integral to industrial, commercial, and community
activities and infrastructure, managing signs to maintain urban design, character and amenity values,
providing for temporary signs, avoiding off-site signs in Residential and Rural Zones and ensuring that
off-site signs in all other zones are compatible with the character and amenity values of the
surrounding area. Off-site signs in the General Rural Zone and all Residential Zones being noncomplying activities, while elsewhere they are discretionary activities.
Notable differences from the proposed provisions include the absence of rules enabling subdivision
development signs and local election signs, and the absence of controls for subdivision entrance signs
and signs within or near areas with high natural and landscape values.
Area and height limits were benchmarked against those in the PSDP as part of the development of the
standards for the Proposed District Plan, as were transport safety standards. Overall, the Proposed
District Plan is generally consistent with the PSDP, particularly with its approach to managing off-site
signs, area and height limits, and transport safety.
3.7.4

Operative Hurunui District Plan

The HDP contains rules for signs that are specific to the zone chapters they sit within. Policies in the
Rural and Settlement Chapters include the aim of avoiding, remedying or mitigating the detrimental
effects of signs on public safety and amenity values.
Both chapters require resource consent for off-site signs, and for cars, trailers and other vehicles used
as signs or for the purpose of displaying signs (other than vehicles used in and as part of the normal
course of businesses). Area and height limits were benchmarked against those in the HDP as part of
the development of the standards for the Proposed District Plan, as were transport safety standards.
Overall, the signage provisions of the Proposed District Plan are consistent with the intent of those in
the HDP.

4.

KEY RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ISSUE

Signs provide a range of important functions for business, infrastructure and community to advertise,
identify, inform and warn thereby contributing to the District’s economic and community wellbeing.
However, in some instances, signs need careful management to ensure they do not create adverse
effects on transport safety (by causing a distraction or obstruction to road users or pedestrians),
character and amenity values (by creating visual clutter), or any applicable natural, landscape and
heritage values of certain overlays.
This resource management issue was identified using sources of information including (but not limited
to) the following:
(a) Monitoring and review of Operative District Plan, including gap analysis;
(b) Matters raised by District Planning and Regulation Committee;
(c) Input from Council staff, external planning review of draft provisions, and light expert regarding
an approach for illuminated signs; and
(d) Matters raised by Waka Kotahi, a local signs company, Rangiora Promotions, Enterprise North
Canterbury, and local real estate agents.
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5.

OVERVIEW OF PROPOSED OBJECTIVES, POLICIES AND METHODS

5.1

Strategic Direction

SD-02 aims to provide urban development that ‘provides a good quality urban environment that
recognises existing character, amenity values, and is attractive and functional to residents, businesses
and visitors’. The proposed provisions for signs give effect to this objective by managing signs to a
level that is in keeping with the character and amenity values of the zone it is located in and its vicinity.
SD-O3 aims to provide improved accessibility and multi-modal connectivity through a safe and
efficient transport network. The proposed provisions for signs give effect to this objective by ensuring
signs do not adversely affect transport safety by causing a distraction or obstruction to road users and
pedestrians.

5.2

District-wide Subject

This district-wide chapter contains objectives, policies and methods that manage signs.

5.3

Proposed Objective and Policies

An objective and five policies are proposed as follows:
Objective
SIGN-O1 Safety, well-being and amenity
Signs provide for the District’s economic and community well-being without compromising
transport safety, character and amenity values, landscape values, natural values or heritage
values.
Policies
SIGN-P1 Enable specific signs
Support:
1. the safe functioning of activities by enabling, while managing the effects of, official signs,
off-site directional signs, and community signs; and
2. the economic viability and functionality of activities within Commercial and Mixed Use
Zones and Industrial Zones by enabling, while managing the effects of, on-site signs.
SIGN-P2 Temporary signs
Provide for temporary signs relating to a temporary activity, real estate including subdivisions
under development, and local elections while managing their size, height, duration and number in
order to maintain amenity values and transport safety.
SIGN-P3 Transport safety
Ensure signs do not adversely affect transport safety by causing a distraction or obstruction to
road users and pedestrians by:
1. Managing the size, number, location, content, illumination, and design of signs;
2. Limiting digital signs; and
3. Managing off-site signs in industrial zones, and avoiding off-site signs in all other zones.
SIGN-P4 Amenity values and character
Maintain the character and amenity values of zones by:
1. limiting the size, height and the number of freestanding signs;
2. ensuring signs do not protrude above the roofline or fence line where attached to a
building or fence;
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3. limiting the height of signs on verandahs in any Town Centre Zone, Local Centre Zone,
Neighbourhood Centre Zone or Mixed Use Zone;
4. limiting the extent of signs on windows in any Town Centre Zone;
5. limiting proliferation of off-site signs by:
a. managing such signs in Industrial Zones including the interface with non-industrial
zones; and
b. avoiding such signs in Residential Zones, Rural Zones, Commercial and Mixed Use
Zones, Open Space and Recreation Zones, and Special Purpose Zones;
6. limiting digital signs; and
7. avoiding permanent signs identifying a subdivision development to support the
integration of new developments with surrounding areas.
SIGN-P5 Signs in sensitive areas
Limit the type of signs:
1. within, or adjacent to, any Natural Open Space Zone, ONL, ONF, SAL, HNC, VHNC, ONC, or
natural character of scheduled freshwater body setback, in order to maintain their
associated natural values, natural character values or landscape values; and
2. within any historic heritage item or heritage setting in order to maintain their
heritage values.

5.4

Proposed Methods

The following methods are proposed to implement the proposed objectives and policies:
5.4.1

Rules

The proposed rules will:
1. Enable official signs and internalised signs;
2. Provide for:
a. community signs;
b. temporary signs promoting and associated with temporary activities, real estate,
subdivisions under development, and local elections;
c. on-site signs at a scale compatible with the receiving zone; and
d. off-site directional signs;
3. Manage signs in more sensitive environments such as Outstanding Natural Landscapes and
Features, Significant Amenity Landscapes, High, Very High or Outstanding Natural Character
areas, historic heritage items or settings, Natural Open Space Zones, or Natural character of
scheduled freshwater body setbacks;
4. Manage off-site signs and permanent signs identifying a subdivision development name; and
5. Require most signs to meet standards relating to transport safety, limits on the display area,
height, location or position on a structure, number of signs per site, digital signs, and limits on
number of freestanding signs per site.
While signs on trailers or vehicles that have the primary purpose of advertising were identified as an
issue that needed to be addressed with a specific rule, this has not been proposed as these signs are
controlled by either the off-site signs rule or any other applicable rule (e.g. sign for temporary
activities) and would need to meet all the standards for these signs (such as sign display area limits).
The proposed definition of ‘freestanding sign’ includes signs on trailers or vehicles, as their character
is more reflective of a freestanding sign.
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5.4.2

Activity standards and Signs standards

Activity standards are proposed to manage:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
5.4.3

Transport safety standards;
Maximum number of signs per site;
Maximum area and height of signs;
Controls over signs attached to structures;
Maximum number of freestanding signs per site;
Requirements for permitted digital signs; and
Setbacks for freestanding signs.
Other District Plan chapters

Rules of all zone and district-wide chapters apply, in particular:
1. any illuminated, or digital sign, would be required to meet the lux and glare limits for the
receiving zone as outlined in the Light Chapter; and
2. earthworks associated with the foundation of any freestanding sign up to a depth of 200mm
within any Site or Area of Significance to Maori is permitted in the Earthworks Chapter.
5.4.4

Methods outside the District Plan

Other methods used to manage signs are outlined in Section 3.5 and 3.6. Signs managed by the bylaws
mentioned in these sections would be considered ‘official signs’ under the National Planning
Standards definition as they are provided for under a statue, and/or relate to public safety. They are
therefore permitted activities in the proposed signs rules subject to no activity standards.
5.4.5 Matters of discretion
Matters of discretion that are proposed are:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

Transport safety;
Character and amenity values;
Heritage values; and
Natural and landscape values.

No non-notification clauses are proposed as signs typically face roads or public spaces therefore
their effects are typically external (thus do not meet the non-notification clause criteria of being
technical breaches or site internalised effects). A permitted activity rule (subject to no standards) is
provided for internalised signs, which are a defined term.
5.4.6

Advice notes

Advice notes address the following matters:
(a) Other potential regulatory requirements for signs outside the District Plan;
(b) Requirements in the Light Chapter for light and glare for any illuminated sign, including any
digital sign.
(c) For historic heritage items, limiting of damage from signs and sign fixing points.
(d) Local election signs are not permitted on District Council land or buildings as per the District
Council Policy on Political Hoardings on Council Land and Buildings.
5.4.7

Definitions
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Definitions are included for:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)
(k)
(l)

6.

Sign (National Planning Standard definition);
Official sign (National Planning Standard definition);
Community sign;
Internalised sign;
On-site sign;
Off-site sign;
Off-site directional sign;
Local election sign;
Digital sign;
Primary building frontage;
Sign display area; and
Freestanding sign.

SCALE AND SIGNIFICANCE EVALUATION

Section 32 (1)(c) of the RMA requires that a Section 32 report contain a level of detail that corresponds
with the scale and significance of the environmental, economic, social and cultural effects that are
anticipated from the implementation of the proposed objectives, policies and methods.
The level of detail undertaken for the subsequent evaluation of the proposed objectives, policies and
methods has been determined by this scale and significance assessment.
In particular, Section 32 (1)(c) of the RMA requires that:
(a)

Any new proposals need to be examined for their appropriateness in achieving the purpose of
the RMA;

(b)

The benefits and costs, and risks of new policies and methods on the community, the economy
and the environment need to be clearly identified and assessed; and

(c)

All advice received from iwi authorities, and the response to the advice, needs to be
summarised.

Further, the analysis has to be documented to assist stakeholders and decision-makers understand
the rationale for the proposed objectives, policies and methods under consideration.
In making this assessment regard has been had to a range of scale and significance factors, including
whether the provisions:
(a)

Are of regional or district wide significance;

(b)

Involve a matter of national importance in terms of Section 6 of the RMA;

(c)

Involve another matter under Section 7 of the RMA;

(d)

Raise any principles of the Treaty of Waitangi (Te Tiriti o Waitangi) under Section 8 of the RMA;

(e)

Address an existing or new resource management issue;

(f)

Adversely affect people's health and safety;

(g)

Adversely affect those with particular interests including Maori;

(h)

Adversely affect a large number of people;
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(i)

Result in a significant change to the character and amenity of local communities;

(j)

Result in a significance change to development opportunities or land use options;

(k)

Limit options for future generations to remedy effects;

(l)

Whether the effects have been considered implicitly or explicitly by higher order documents;
and

(m)

Include regulations or other interventions that will impose significant costs on individuals or
communities.

Policies and methods have been evaluated as a package, as together they address a particular issue
and seek to meet a specific objective.

6.1

Evaluation of Scale and Significance

Degree of change from the Operative Plan

Low

Medium

High



The provisions introduce a new, specific objective, and policies, rules, standards, and matters for discretion for signs.
However they are not anticipated to result in significant change to the character and amenity values of the District, but
provide greater clarity and certainty of requirements.
Effects on matters of national importance



The provisions limit the type of signs within, or adjacent to, any Outstanding Natural Features or Landscapes, coastal
environment areas of High, Very High or Outstanding Natural Character, or natural character of scheduled freshwater
body setback, in order to maintain their associated natural values, natural character values or landscape values. The
provisions also limit the type of signs within any historic heritage item/setting in order to maintain
heritage values. Therefore matters of national importance in Section 6(a), (b) and (f) of the RMA respectively are
managed to some extent within the signs provisions.
Scale of effects geographically (local, district
wide, regional, national)



The provisions apply district-wide however the scale of effects from an individual sign is typically relatively small scale
geographically, affecting the surrounding area’s amenity values, character, transport safety, and any natural, landscape
or heritage values.
Scale of effects on people (how many will be

affected – single landowners, multiple
landowners, neighbourhoods, the public
generally, future generations?)
The proposed provisions apply district wide. The provisions affect those wishing to erect signs and those within the
surrounding area of any sign. Therefore they affect businesses, landowners, and the public generally.
Scale of effects on those with specific interests,

e.g., Mana Whenua, industry groups
Businesses wishing to erect signs, along with the advertising industry in general, would be affected by these provisions.
Waka Kotahi has a specific interest in transport safety of State Highways so is affected by the controls for signs adjoining
them.
Degree of policy risk – does it involve effects that
have been considered implicitly or explicitly by

Proposed Waimakariri District Plan Section 32 (Signs)
210105000181



57

Page 18 of 31

higher order documents? Does it involve effects
addressed by other standards/commonly
accepted best practice? Is it consistent,
inconsistent or contrary to those?
In accordance with the National Planning Standards, the change to an activities-based plan format has resulted in a new
chapter for signs. The CRPS is not directly relevant to the signs provisions. The provisions are generally consistent with
the approach taken in other operative and proposed district plans, as outlined in Section 3.7. The transport safety
requirements were developed in consideration with applicable Waka Kotahi guidance documents.
Likelihood of increased costs or restrictions on

individuals, communities or businesses
It is likely that there will be some increased costs or restrictions on those wishing to erect certain signs, in order to
manage effects on transport safety and to achieve the character and amenity values (and any applicable natural,
landscape or heritage values) anticipated within zones (or applicable overlays).

Summary - Scale and Significance

Overall, there is a low to medium degree of change from the Operative Plan, in particular:
a. the introduction of the separate chapter for signs is largely a formatting matter, aside from the introduction of a
specific objective, policies and matters of discretion for signs;
b. the rules from the Operative Plan around off-site signs, signs for temporary activities and local elections have
largely been rolled over;
c. the updated sign size and height limits were benchmarked against what is in the Operative Plan, Proposed Selwyn
District Plan, Christchurch District Plan and Hurunui District Plan; and
d. rules for subdivision development entrance signs and off-site directional signs were introduced to address specific
issues.
The level of detail in this report corresponds with the scale and significance anticipated from implementing the proposed
provisions.

7.

EVALUATION OF PROPOSED OBJECTIVE

Section 32(1)(a) of the RMA requires the District Council to evaluate the extent to which the objectives
are the most appropriate way to achieve the purpose of the RMA. The level of detail undertaken for
the evaluation of the proposed objective has been determined by the preceding scale and significance
assessment. Below is a summary of the proposed objective that has been identified as the most
appropriate to address the resource management issue(s) and achieve the purpose of the RMA,
against those objectives in the Operative Plan.

7.1

Evaluation of Existing and Proposed Objectives

Existing Objective (status quo)

Appropriateness to achieve the purpose of the Resource Management Act 1991

Objective 12.1.1
Maintain the amenity values and
a quality of environment
appropriate for different parts of
the District which protects the
health, safety and wellbeing of
present and future generations,
and ensure that any potential
adverse environmental effects
from buildings and structures,
signs, glare, noise and hazardous

Relevance:
This objective also applies to buildings, structures, glare, noise and hazardous
substances. It does not directly or sufficiently address the key resource management
issue set out in Section 4 of this report. Consequently, it provides insufficient
direction and guidance to decision makers regarding the intended outcomes,
specific activities and effects to be managed in relation to signs.
The objective does not refer to the benefits of signs such as their role in providing for
the District’s economic and community wellbeing.
The objective is broadly consistent with Part 2 of the RMA as it largely replicates s5,
s7(c) and 7(f).
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Existing Objective (status quo)
substances are avoided or
mitigated.

Appropriateness to achieve the purpose of the Resource Management Act 1991
Reasonableness:
The objective provides very broad guidance for decision making in that it indicates
the amenity values of the surrounding area should be maintained. It does not
identify specific matters relating to signs that need to be considered (such as
transport safety effects, provision for economic and community well-being) and
thus leaves this consideration solely up to the decision maker. It does not distinguish
between where effects should be avoided and where they should be mitigated.
Achievability:
The very broad scope of the objective means monitoring its outcomes would not be
possible. Overall, the objective does not provide sufficient clarity, specificity and
direction in relation to managing signs. This objective is therefore less appropriate
to achieve Part 2 of the RMA than the proposed objective.

Proposed Objective
SIGN-O1 Safety, well-being and
amenity
Signs provide for the District’s
economic and community wellbeing without compromising
transport safety, character and
amenity values, landscape values,
natural values or heritage values.

Appropriateness to achieve the purpose of the RMA
Relevance:
The objective directly relates to the resource management issue identified in Section
4 of this report. These issues relate to matters outlined in s5, s6(a), 6(b), 6(f), s7(b),
7(c) and 7(f) of the RMA.
Reasonableness:
The objective identifies potential positive and negative effects of signs. It will provide
specific guidance and direction to decision makers as it indicates that managing the
negative effects is necessary, but also recognises positive benefits from signs.
Achievability:
The direction of the objective means that specific policies and methods can be derived
from it to support its implementation (e.g. transport safety standards, size and
number of signs appropriate for receiving zone). This objective is therefore the most
appropriate option for achieving the purpose of the RMA.

Alternative Objective

Appropriateness to achieve the purpose of the RMA

No signs related provisions in the
Proposed District Plan and
instead full reliance on the Signs
Bylaw to manage signs

Relevance:
Section 145 of the Local Government Act 2002 limits territorial authorities to make
bylaws only for the purpose of protecting the public from nuisance, protecting,
promoting, and maintaining public health and safety, and minimising the potential
for offensive behaviour in public places. The Signs Bylaw could not manage effects
from signs relating to amenity values and character, natural, landscape, or heritage
values so management would be limited to transport safety. It would therefore not
fully address the identified resource management issue thus has minimal relevance.
Reasonableness:
As above, the bylaw approach would limit the management of the effects of signs to
transport safety only thus would likely result in signs that adversely affect character,
amenity, natural, landscape and heritage values. While this alternative objective
would impose less of a regulatory impact on individuals, businesses, and the wider
community than the proposed objective, it would likely result in negative outcomes
for character and amenity values, and any natural, landscape and/or heritage
values. It is therefore not a reasonable approach in addressing the resource
management issue.
Achievability:
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Existing Objective (status quo)

7.2

Appropriateness to achieve the purpose of the Resource Management Act 1991
While this approach would technically be achievable to implement as the Signs
Bylaw is currently in place, it would not be effective at addressing the full extent of
the resource management issue.

Summary - Evaluation of Proposed Objectives

The proposed objective recognises the benefits of signs, along with their potential adverse effects.
This directly relates to the resource management issue relating to signs. These matters relate to those
outlined in s5, s6(a), 6(b), 6(f), s7(b), 7(c) and 7(f) of the RMA. This objective is therefore the most
appropriate option for achieving the purpose of the RMA as it provides specific guidance to decision
makers.

8.

EVALUATION OF PROPOSED POLICIES AND METHODS

Section 32 (1)(b) of the RMA requires an evaluation of whether the proposed policies and methods
are the most appropriate way to achieve the proposed objectives by identifying other reasonably
practicable options, assessing the efficiency and effectiveness of the proposed policies and methods
in achieving the objectives, and summarising the reasons for deciding on the proposed policies and
methods.
The level of detail undertaken for the evaluation of the proposed policies and methods has been
determined by the preceding scale and significance assessment.
The assessment must identify and assess the benefits and costs of environmental, economic, social
and cultural effects that are anticipated from the implementation of the proposed policies and
methods, including opportunities for economic growth and employment.
The assessment must, if practicable, quantify the benefits and costs and assess the risk of acting or
not acting if there is uncertain or insufficient information available about the subject matter.
Policies and methods have been evaluated as a package, as together they address a particular issue
and seek to meet a specific objective.
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8.1

Evaluation of Proposed Policies and Methods
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Policy and method
options

Benefits
environmental, economic, social
and cultural effects anticipated,
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Costs
environmental, economic, social
and cultural effects anticipated,
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Efficiency and Effectiveness

Risk of acting / not acting
if there is uncertain or insufficient
information about the subject matter
of the provisions
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ption A: Proposed
Approach
Policy and method options
to achieve the District Plan
objectives relating to signs
a.
b.

c.
d.
e.
f.

g.

Enable official signs and
internalised signs.
Provide for community
signs, temporary signs
for temporary activities,
real estate, subdivisions
under development, and
local elections.
Provide for on-site signs
at a scale compatible
with the receiving zone.
Provide for off-site
directional signs.
Manage signs in more
sensitive environments.
Manage off-site signs
and permanent signs
identifying a subdivision
development name.
Require most signs to
meet standards relating
to transport safety, limits
on the display area,
height, location or
position on a structure,
number of signs per site,
digital signs, and limits
on number of
freestanding signs per
site.

Environmental:
Character and amenity values of zones
are maintained to an equivalent level
for zone function and context (e.g. the
utilitarian character of industrial zones
means that larger on-site signs and offsite signs via a restricted discretionary
resource consent pathway are
appropriate while the contrary applies
in more sensitive zones such as
residential zones).
Natural, landscape and heritage values
of sensitive areas are maintained.
Matters of discretion provide greater
clarity and efficiency for decision
making by limiting the scope to
relevant matters only.
Clear definition of terms provides
greater certainty.
There is a limit on the maximum
number of freestanding signs on one
site at any one time in order to address
issues with high profile sites being
cluttered with freestanding signs and
the consequent issues with transport,
safety and amenity values.
Economic:
Businesses, and other parties erecting
signs, have greater certainty and clarity
on requirements, including the
relationship with Signage Bylaw.

Environmental:
No environmental costs are
identified. However it is noted that
for some members of the
community, signs (particularly large
off site signs) can adversely affect
amenity values thus while these
types of signs will be managed and
limited, there is still potential for
effects on amenity values.

The proposed policies and methods
provide an efficient way to achieve the
objective as the benefits of managing
signs via this approach outweigh the
costs.
The proposed policies and methods are
efficient as they clearly define the
different types of signs and their specific
requirements, thus providing a high level
of certainty.

Economic:
Provides limitations on the signs that
may be erected as a permitted
activity which may constrain
activities which may have an
economic cost.

The proposed policies and methods will
effectively manage the amenity values
and character, along with any applicable
natural, landscape or heritage values, of
the surrounding area of where a sign is
located as the applicable signs limits are
set at an appropriate level for that zone
or sensitive area.

May require applications for resource
consent for certain signs which has
associated economic costs, including
uncertainty.
Provisions may initially appear more
complex to plan users compared to
the existing provisions, potentially
resulting in a perceived cost from
interpreting and applying the new
rules.
Social & Cultural
Rules, activity standards and signs
standards may appear more complex
to plan users as they are longer in
total compared to those in the
Operative Plan.

Transport safety effects of signs are
managed by reducing issues associated
with a distraction, confusion or
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The proposed transport safety standards
(within both activity standards and signs
standards) will effectively manage
transport safety by ensuring signs do not
cause confusion, a distraction or
obstruction.
Waka Kotahi guidance has been followed
where considered appropriate. For
example, this guidance precludes any
sign within 100-200m of any intersection,
pedestrian crossing, regulatory or
warning sign, or curve with chevron sign.
This requirement seemed impractical,
particularly within urban environments
given the high number of signs that are
located in these areas (relative to rural
areas), the low speed environment, and
the lack of known transport safety issues
associated with these signs, thus was not

Risks of not acting:
a. Failure to adequately address
resource management issue.
b. Transport safety standards would not
be in line with current best practice.
c. Off-site directional signs would not be
provided for, thus increasing resource
consent requirements for these signs.
d. Subdivision development entrance
signs may continue to be erected and
thereby reduce residential
neighbourhood cohesion and
integration (character).
e. Small scale digital signs would not be
provided for.
f. Operative Plan rules lack clarity and
therefore certainty.
Risk of acting:
a. Businesses and other parties erecting
signs will need time to understand the
new requirements.
b. Generally low risk as the provisions
have been discussed with Waka
Kotahi, and provisions such as the
requirement for all of-site signs to
apply for resource consent, which
would likely be unsupported by
billboard companies, is a roll-over
from the Operative Plan and is
consistent with rural-based
neighbouring District Plans.
Overall, there is sufficient information to
act and the risk from not acting is higher
than the risk of acting.
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obstruction caused by signs; thereby
providing a more efficient and safe
transport network, which in turn
supports economic wellbeing.

an efficient or effective option for
managing the issue of reducing
distraction caused by signs at higher risk
areas and would trigger a high volume of
unnecessary resource consents.

Community signs are provided for.

This requirement was instead added as
an activity standard to rules for signs that
have more flexibility in their location
such as signs for temporary activities,
local elections, subdivision developments
and off-site directional signs) if within a
speed environment of 60km/hr or more
as this would target the higher risk speed
environments and signs that are flexible
in their location.

Signs rules are more targeted to zone
function and context, thereby reducing
unnecessary restrictions and therefore
cost.
Social:
Provides greater clarity and certainty
on sign requirements.
Enables signs for temporary activities
such as community events.
Maintains character and amenity values
appropriate to zone function and
context.
Cultural:
No specific cultural benefits are
identified.
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Policy and method
options

Benefits
environmental, economic, social
and cultural effects anticipated,

Costs
environmental, economic, social
and cultural effects anticipated,

Efficiency and Effectiveness

Risk of acting / not acting
if there is uncertain or insufficient
information about the subject matter
of the provisions

Opportunities for economic growth and employment
Greater certainty about requirements for signs within zones, along with greater certainty about anticipated amenity values within zones, may encourage residential, commercial or
industrial growth.
Quantification
Section 32(2)(b) requires that if practicable the benefits and costs of a proposal are quantified. Given the assessment of the scale and significance of the proposed changes above it is
considered that quantifying costs and benefits would add significant time and cost to the s32 evaluation processes. The evaluation in this report identifies where there may be
additional cost(s), however the exact quantification of the benefits and costs discussed was not considered necessary, beneficial or practicable.
Options less appropriate to achieve the objective
Policy and method
options

Benefits
environmental, economic, social
and cultural effects anticipated,

Costs
environmental, economic, social
and cultural effects anticipated,

Efficiency and Effectiveness

Option B: Status Quo

Environmental:
Off-site signs would still require
resource consent however it would
be a non-complying activity in all
zones (compared with restricted
discretionary activity status in
industrial zones under the
proposed plan).

Environmental:
Natural, landscape and heritage
values of sensitive areas are not
maintained with respect to signs.

The Operative Plan provisions would
partly give effect to the proposed
objective but are limited in the
extent to which they address
transport safety and amenity and
character. They also do not address
effects of signs on the applicable
natural, landscape and heritage
values of sensitive areas.

Continue with Operative
Plan provisions

Economic & Social:
Businesses and other parties
erecting signs would not need to
adapt to new provisions.
Cultural: No specific cultural
benefits are identified.
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There is no limit on the number
of freestanding signs on one site
at any one time which could
result in an accumulation of
freestanding signs at high profile
sites thereby reducing amenity
values and creating transport
safety issues.
Economic:
Transport safety standards would
not be as detailed which may
result in signs causing confusion,
or a distraction or obstruction
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They would therefore not be as
effective or efficient at achieving the
purpose and principles of the RMA
than the proposed provisions would
be, nor would they implement the
National Planning Standards.

Risk of acting / not acting
if there is uncertain or insufficient
information about the subject matter
of the provisions
Risk of acting (retaining status quo)
a. National Planning Standards will
not be implemented.
b.

Effects of signs on the applicable
natural, landscape and heritage
values of sensitive areas will not
be managed.

c.

Small scale digital signs would
require resource consent.

d.

Rules in place that lack clarity,
certainty and specificity for
managing signs.

Risk of not acting (going with
proposed provisions, not status quo)
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Policy and method
options

Benefits
environmental, economic, social
and cultural effects anticipated,

Costs
environmental, economic, social
and cultural effects anticipated,
thereby reducing the efficiency
and safety of the roading
network.
Signs within open space zones
would fall under the rural zone
signs rules which would not be as
fitting for their purpose and
function.
Less certainty of requirements for
signs for businesses and
community.
Off-site directional signs would
not be provided for, thus
increasing resource consent
requirements for these signs or
precluding them and their
benefits in providing directional
function for remotely located
businesses.

Efficiency and Effectiveness

Risk of acting / not acting
if there is uncertain or insufficient
information about the subject matter
of the provisions
e. Businesses and other parties
erecting signs will need time to
understand the new
requirements.
f. Generally low risk as the
provisions have been discussed
with Waka Kotahi, and provisions
such as the requirement for all ofsite signs to apply for resource
consent, which would likely be
unsupported by billboard
companies, is a roll-over from the
Operative Plan and is consistent
with rural-based neighbouring
District Plans.
g. There is sufficient information to
identify that the risk of acting on
the proposed provisions
outweighs the risk of not acting
and retaining the status quo.

Small scale digital signs (e.g.
petrol station price signs, school
noticeboards) would not be
provided for thus adding
compliance requirements for
these types of small scale digital
signs that do not need to be
managed via a resource consent
process.
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Policy and method
options

Benefits
environmental, economic, social
and cultural effects anticipated,

Costs
environmental, economic, social
and cultural effects anticipated,

Efficiency and Effectiveness

Risk of acting / not acting
if there is uncertain or insufficient
information about the subject matter
of the provisions

Social:
Community signs would not be
provided for thus may have
resource consent requirements
and associated costs.
Subdivision development
entrance signs may continue to
be erected and thereby reduce
residential neighbourhood
cohesion and integration.
Cultural: No specific cultural
costs are identified.

Opportunities for economic growth and employment
There is less clarity and certainty in these Operative Plan provisions which would be less supportive of economic growth and employment.

Option C: Alternative
approach
No signs provisions in
District Plan, Signage
Bylaw only.

Benefits
environmental, economic, social
and cultural effects anticipated,

Costs
environmental, economic, social
and cultural effects anticipated,

Efficiency and Effectiveness

Environmental: None identified.

Environmental: Reduced
character and amenity values,
along with any natural, landscape
or heritage values from a likely
proliferation of signs and larger,
more obtrusive signs.

As the Signage Bylaw approach
would be limited to managing
transport safety aspects, it would not
be effective at addressing the
aspects of the resource management
issue relating to managing signs to
maintain character, amenity values,
and any landscape, natural or
heritage values.

Economic: Reduced controls on
signs would result in more
advertising and reduced
compliance costs, which may create
some economic benefits.
Social: Transport safety will still be
managed.
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Economic & Social: May result in
an oversaturation of signs which
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Risk of acting / not acting
if there is uncertain or insufficient
information about the subject matter
of the provisions
Risk of acting (adopting alternative
approach): Reduced character and
amenity values, and any natural,
landscape and heritage values. More
subjective compliance requirements
reducing certainty and clarity for those
wishing to erect signs.
Risk of not acting (adopting proposed
provisions, not alternative approach):
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Policy and method
options

Benefits
environmental, economic, social
and cultural effects anticipated,
Cultural: No specific cultural
benefits are identified.

Costs
environmental, economic, social
and cultural effects anticipated,

Efficiency and Effectiveness

may reduce effectiveness of all
signs.

This alternative approach would
result in indirect costs to the
community through reduced amenity
values and character from a
proliferation, with minimal
community benefits as it would only
manage transport safety. Its
transport safety requirement are
also more subjective than those in
the proposed provisions which would
result in reduced certainty and clarity
for those wishing to erect signs. It
would therefore not be efficient in
achieving the proposed objective.

The reduced character and
amenity values, and any
applicable natural, landscape or
heritage values, may contribute
to the District being less desirable
place and consequent reduced
social and economic community
outcomes in terms of property
values, economic growth, and
community vibrancy.
While the Signage Bylaw has
provision to manage transport
safety aspects, it is somewhat
subjective which affects its
certainty and clarity for those
wishing to determine compliance.

Risk of acting / not acting
if there is uncertain or insufficient
information about the subject matter
of the provisions
More regulation for all parties wishing
to erect signs and consequent
compliance costs.

Cultural: Possible reduced
cultural values within Sites of
Significance to Maori due to a
proliferation of signs.
Opportunities for economic growth and employment
As the transport safety requirements of the Signage Bylaw are more subjective (whether a sign ‘obstructs the vision of, or access for, persons driving on a roadway or entering a
roadway; or constitutes or be likely to constitute in any way a danger to the public’) than the proposed provisions, there would likely be a greater level of non-compliance and therefore
potentially a requirement for additional enforcement staff.
Also, as this alternative approach would likely result in a proliferation of signs, this would result in more demand for sign production companies. The more lenient controls on signs
would also likely result in more advertising and some associated individual economic benefits would result from that.
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Policy and method
options

Benefits
environmental, economic, social
and cultural effects anticipated,

Costs
environmental, economic, social
and cultural effects anticipated,

Efficiency and Effectiveness

Risk of acting / not acting
if there is uncertain or insufficient
information about the subject matter
of the provisions

While these above aspects would result in additional employment opportunities, any economic benefits would likely be offset by the indirect impact of the reduced character and
amenity values that the proliferation of signs would create through reduced social and economic community outcomes.
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8.2

Summary - Evaluation of Proposed Policies and Methods

The proposed policies and methods are the most appropriate option to achieve the objective for signs
as the benefits outweigh the costs and the methods efficiently give effect to the proposed objective
by striking an appropriate balance between enablement and control of signs in order to address the
identified resource management issue.

8. SUMMARY
The key resource management issue is the need for signs to provide for the District’s economic and
community well-being through promoting commercial and temporary activities, directing, warning
and informing the public without compromising transport safety, character, amenity values, landscape
values, natural values and/or heritage values.
The Operative Plan does not adequately address this issue. The proposed objective is the most
appropriate way to achieve the purpose of the RMA for managing signs as the benefits outweigh the
identified costs. The proposed policies and methods are the most appropriate way for achieving the
objective, having considered other reasonably practicable options for achieving this objective, and
assessing that they are the most efficient and effective provisions to achieve the proposed objective.
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Waimakariri District Council Signage Bylaw 2019
1.

General
Introduction

1.1

This bylaw may be cited as the Waimakariri District Council Signage Bylaw 2019.

1.2

This bylaw supersedes the Waimakariri District Council Signage Bylaw 2012 and
comes into force on 13 February 2019.

1.3

This bylaw is made pursuant to Sections 145, 156(1) and 160(A) of the Local
Government Act 2002.

2.

Purpose and Objectives

2.1

The purpose of this bylaw is to ensure that signs are erected, maintained and
displayed in such a manner that they do not create a nuisance or present a danger to
pedestrians or vehicles.

2.2

This bylaw has the objective of enhancing road safety in the Waimakariri District by
avoiding dangerous placement of signs that could impair visibility or access for road
users or pedestrians.

2.3

This bylaw has the further objective of seeking to avoid public nuisance by ensuring
advertising displays and signage on footpaths does not obstruct the passage of
pedestrians.

3.

Scope

3.1

This bylaw covers temporary and permanent signage located on the Council road
reserve, parks and reserves, and any buildings or structures owned by the Council.

3.2

This bylaw requires any sign located on any privately owned premises within the
district to comply with provisions in Sections 5 and 11, but otherwise the bylaw does
not apply to any sign on any privately owned premises.
This bylaw does not apply to:

3.3

Signage located within the State Highway road reserve.

3.4

Any traffic safety or directional signs that are erected by the Council, its Authorised
Officer or Agent, or the New Zealand Transport Agency.

4.

Definitions
For the purposes of this bylaw, the following definitions shall apply:
Authorised Officer or Agent means any person appointed or authorised in writing by
the Chief Executive or by the Council to act on its behalf and with its authority.
Changeable message signage means visible signage with mechanical or electronic
moving images or displays, including LED, neon, and electronically projected images.
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Commercial event means an event that is intended to generate a profit and that is
hosted for commercial purposes.
Continuous accessible path of travel (CAPT) is defined as the area where the
pedestrian route is safe and convenient for everyone, including pedestrians who are
blind, have impaired mobility or have low vision.
Council road reserve means any part of the legal road including formed road areas
designed for the carriage of vehicles, and adjacent footpath and berm areas, usually
adjoining the property boundaries (including privately owned premises) on either side
of the road.
Council means the Waimakariri District Council or any officer authorised to exercise
the authority of the Council.
Display means an exhibition or presentation of goods or materials, or a presentation
of information or graphics that can be easily seen from or within a public place.
Directional signage means visible signage providing direction to a building, land, site
or event.
Event means a planned public or social occasion, including educational, social or
recreational occasions to be held within the Waimakariri District or directly adjoining
local authorities.
Frangible means able to be broken into fragments; brittle or fragile.
Garage sale means the sale of private household and personal items from any
privately owned premises.
Grass berm is the area of footpath which is laid out in grass.
Household means members of a family or other non−related persons living together
as occupants of a separate housing unit.
Nuisance means anything that disturbs the reasonable use of property, endangers life
and health, or is offensive.
Offence includes any act or omission in relation to this bylaw or any part thereof for
which any person is liable for prosecution.
Pedestrian means any person travelling by foot or using pedestrian facilities. This
would include those using wheelchairs, prams, electric scooters, mobility scooters and
other mobility devices.
Person means a natural person, corporation sole or a body of persons whether
corporate or otherwise.
Premises means:
(a) A property or allotment which is held under a separate certificate of title or for
which a separate certificate of title may be issued and in respect of which a
building consent has been or may be issued; or
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(b)

(c)
(d)

A building or part of a building that has been defined as an individual unit by a
cross−lease, unit title or company lease and for which a certificate of title is
available; or
Land held in public ownership (e.g. reserve) for a particular purpose.
Land and open spaces managed by the Council for which reserve management
plans are applicable.

Public place means:
An area that is open to or used by the public and which is owned, managed,
(a)
maintained or controlled by the Council.
Public places include, but are not limited to roads, streets, footpaths, alleys,
(b)
pedestrian malls, cycle tracks, lanes, accessways, thoroughfares, squares,
carparks, reserves, parks, beaches, foreshore, riverbanks, berms, verges, and
recreational grounds.
The extent of the legal property boundary adjoining the Council road reserve. It
(c)
includes any fence, wall or partition as part of that boundary or frontage.
Real estate sign means a sign including information about the proposed or pending
sale of any premises or business.
Sign / Signage means:
(a) An advertisement, message or notice conveyed using any visual medium, which
advertises or promotes a product, business, service, or event or acts to inform or
warn any person;
(b) The frame, supporting device and any associated ancillary equipment whose
principal function is to support the advertisement, message or notice;
(c) Advertisements, messages or notices placed on, or affixed to, or painted or
stencilled onto a window, a fence, a hoarding, street furniture, utility infrastructure,
footpath, road or building;
(d) Murals, banners, feather / sail / teardrop flags, posters, balloons, blimps, sandwich
board signs, rotating signs, projections of lights or electronic displays.
Temporary sign means a sign or signage that is displayed or erected at a site which
is visible from a public place and has content that is generally associated with short−
term events or activities.
PART 1 − SIGNAGE
5.

General Provisions

5.1

No person shall display or erect any sign in the district except in conformity with this
bylaw.

5.2

No person shall erect any sign on any of the following:
5.1.1 any Council owned premises; or
5.1.2 the Council road reserve, other than as provided for in this bylaw.

5.3

Signs that are located on any privately owned premises within the district are required
to comply with the District Plan.

5.4

No person shall attach or affix any sign or signage upon any infrastructure that is
erected in or constructed or standing on or abutting any public place, including any
part of a Council−owned premises, any Council sign or its support structure, or any part
of the Council road reserve.
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5.5

Any sign shall be erected and maintained in such a way that it does not become a
nuisance to the public or a hazard to any pedestrian or vehicle using footpaths or
roads in the District.

5.6

Any sign erected on or within the Council road reserve must meet all of the
requirements of the Traffic Control Devices Manual or any other relevant
documentation published by the New Zealand Transport Agency.

6.

Vehicle and Trailer Signage

6.1

A person must not display in the Council road reserve, signage on or connected to a
mobile or parked trailer or vehicle, if the primary function of the trailer or vehicle is to
display advertising material.

6.2

Should any motor vehicle, to which clause 6.1 applies, be left stationary and
unattended on any road, whether otherwise lawfully stopped or not, and in the opinion
of an Authorised Officer, it is causing a safety hazard, the Authorised Officer may have
it removed and stored at the cost of the owner.

6.3

Clause 6.1 does not apply to vehicles with sign writing (business logos or the business
name) where the vehicle is being used in, and as part of, the normal course of
business and not simply for the purpose of displaying advertising material, unless, in
the opinion of an Authorised Officer, the motor vehicle is causing a safety hazard.
Explanatory note: also refer to Clause 14.3 in the Parking Bylaw 2019.

7.

Real Estate Signage

7.1

A person may only erect a real estate sign within the Council road reserve where the
sign is a temporary sign advertising an open home; and where the real estate sign is
only in place on the road reserve for the duration of that open home.

7.2

Directional signage used for advertising open homes (for sale or lease) and auctions
shall be removed on the day the open home or auction takes place once these events
are complete.

7.3

Real estate signage at the street frontage must be flush with or on the wall or fence
and not project beyond the legal boundary of the property to which it relates. A
maximum of two real estate signs can be located per property. Where the property is a
corner property, two real estate signs can be placed on each street frontage of the
property.

7.4

Real estate signs, flags or banners attached to a vehicle or trailer may be displayed
only during the time of an open home or on−site auction.

7.5

Signage must be removed within 14 days of the property being sold.

8.

Event Signage

8.1

Event signage at the street frontage must be flush with the wall or fence.

8.2

A sign on any part of the Council road reserve pertaining to an event shall only be
permitted where:
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8.2.1
8.2.2
8.2.3

it is not in excess of 2 metres in height or does not have a display area
that exceeds 3 square metres; and
it is not within 50 metres of any intersection or roundabout; and
it has a stable, non−perishable or frangible support structure.

8.3

Any sign pertaining to an event shall not be erected more than 6 weeks prior to the
date of that event and shall be removed within 7 days of the date of that event.

8.4

No person shall erect any sign on any part of the Council road reserve that pertains
specifically to any of the following
8.4.1 a commercial event, unless prior written consent has been obtained from
the Council; or
8.4.2 any private function pertaining to any family or household group including
any birthday or household party.

8.5

Any garage sale sign is only permitted on the Council road reserve for the duration of
that garage sale.

9.

Footpath Signage and Advertising

9.1

Any business or franchise may place one sign and/or one display of goods for sale on
the footpath area adjacent to their premises along any road or street that has a speed
limit of 70 kilometres per hour or less, if that road or street has a formed kerb, channel
and footpath.

9.2

The display of any business goods for sale on a footpath is subject to a license to
occupy that may be granted at the discretion of the Council.

9.3

No sign or display of any business goods on any footpath shall be placed in a position
that would obstruct a pedestrian's CAPT along the footpath, or present an obstacle for
any person using the footpath including any disabled person, or obstruct movement of
a vehicle using any formed vehicle crossing over any footpath.

9.4

Any sign placed by a business premises on any footpath under clause 10.1 shall:
9.4.1 not exceed 1.0 metres in height and 0.6 metres in width;
9.4.2 not exceed 3.2 metres in height and 0.75 metres in width if they are
feather, sail or teardrop style flags;
9.4.3 be located so as to retain a clear pedestrian access way along the
footpath that is no less than 2 metres wide in a continuous line, with all
signs placed upon any one length of footpath between two intersections
to be placed on the same side of that footpath;
9.4.4 not be placed closer than 0.5 metres to the adjacent kerb or otherwise
must be placed immediately adjacent to the frontage or facade of the
building at that premises;
9.4.5 not interfere with permanent fixtures in the road reserve, street furniture
or fittings, a grass berm or with the opening of car doors.

9.5

Notwithstanding clauses 10.1 and 10.4, the Council may approve the placement of a
larger sign that includes advertising for more than one premises in the following
situations
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9.5.1
9.5.2
9.5.3

where the sign is required by, and includes advertising on behalf of, more
than one premises; and
where there are a number of premises occupying a limited road frontage
area; and/or
where there are several premises located in an area that is remote from
the road frontage.

9.6

Any sign placed by any business premises on a footpath at the start of any trading day
must be removed from that footpath by that premises at the end of that same trading
day.

10.

Signage Overhanging Footpaths or Roads

10.1 No person shall cause or permit any sign to be erected overhanging any footpath
unless every part of such sign is at least 2.2 metres above the footpath and the height
of such sign is no greater than 1.0 metre.
10.2 Any sign erected overhanging a footpath shall be set back at least 0.5 metres from the
kerb.
11.

Signs Affecting Traffic

11.1 No person shall display, erect or maintain any sign so close to any part of a road,
motorway, or to any corner, bend, roundabout, safety zone, traffic sign, traffic signal, or
intersection, in such a manner as, when assessed by an Authorised Officer or agent, is
seen to:
11.1.1 obstruct the vision of, or access for, persons driving on a roadway or
entering a roadway; or
11.1.2 constitute or be likely to constitute in any way a danger to the public.
11.2 No person shall illuminate on privately owned premises any sign in such a way that the
light is directed onto a footpath and/or roadway in such a manner as, when assessed
by an Authorised Officer or Agent, is seen to obstruct the vision of persons on that
footpath or roadway.
11.3 An Authorised Officer or Agent will assess whether a sign complies with Section 12 of
this bylaw using the criteria outlined within Schedule 1.
11.4 A person must not display any changeable message signage which:
11.4.1 scrolls, is continuously moving or appears to be moving, or is animated;
or
11.4.2 changes rapidly, with a dwell time of less than eight seconds for any
separate display; or
11.4.3 has a transition time of greater than one second from one display to the
next; or
11.4.4 uses more than three sequential images to impart the whole message.
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12.

Location of Election Signs

12.1 In accordance with Council's Policy S−CP 4460, no political signage is to be placed on
Council−owned or leased buildings or land including the road reserve. Signs written on
motor vehicles are exempt provided:
12.1.1 the stationary vehicle does not compromise the safe use of the road; or
12.1.2 does not breach any other provision of the bylaw; or
12.1.3 is displayed only in the period nine weeks preceding the local body
election day; and
12.1.4 must be removed by midnight prior to election day.
13.

Signage Content

13.1 A person must not display visible signage within a public place that does not comply
with the latest Code of Ethics and any relevant Code of Practice issued by the New
Zealand Advertising Standards Authority.
13.2 A person must not display, place, or allow remaining in place or on display any visible
signage that:
13.2.1 is discriminatory or advocates discrimination based on one or more of the
prohibited grounds of discrimination in the Human Rights Act 1993; or
13.2.2 is objectionable within the meaning of the Films, Videos and Publications
Classification Act 1993; or
13.2.3 is defamatory, or incites or counsels any person to commit any offence.
PART ll − ADMINISTRATIVE
14.

Exemptions from this Bylaw

14.1 Any person may apply to the Council for an exemption to this bylaw. Applications for
exemption must be in writing and may be subject to a fee as prescribed in the
Council's fees and charges manual.
15.

Delegations and Approvals

15.1 In this bylaw where any written permission or approval of the Council is required, that
approval may be given by the Chief Executive, and the Chief Executive may delegate
all or part of that function to any other officer of the Council.
16.

Notices

16.1 The Council may give notice to any person in breach of this bylaw to carry out any
remedial action in order to comply with the bylaw and every such notice shall state the
time within which the remedial action is to be carried out, and may be extended from
time to time.
17.

Offences and Breaches

17.1 Every person breaches this bylaw and commits an offence who
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17.1.1 does, or allows anything to be done, which is contrary to this bylaw or any
part of it; or
17.1.2 fails to do, or allows anything to remain undone, which ought to be done
by him or her within the time and in the manner required by this bylaw or
any part of it; or
17.1.3 does anything which this bylaw prohibits; or
17.1.4 fails to comply with any notice given to him or her under this bylaw or any
part of it or any condition that is part of any notice granted by the Council;
or
17.1.5 obstructs or hinders any Authorised Officer or Agent in performing any
duty or in exercising any power under this bylaw.
17.2 Council reserves the right to remove without notice any sign or display of goods that is
illegal or in the Council's opinion is considered to be hazardous, dangerous or
offensive to the public. In such cases, the Council will, where possible, notify the
person or persons responsible.
17.3 The Council may recover the cost of dealing with signs that breach this bylaw from the
sign owner and/or operator, including those costs associated with the storage of the
offending signs and/or goods.
18.

Penalties

18.1 Subject to anything to the contrary, every person who commits an offence against this
bylaw shall be subject to the penalties set out in Section 242(4) of the Local
Government Act 2002.
18.2 Under Section 163 of the Local Government Act 2002, the Council, or an authorised
agent appointed by it, may remove or alter signage that is, or has been, constructed in
breach of this bylaw.
18.3 The Council will, where circumstances are warranted, recover the costs of removing or
altering any signage that is in breach of this bylaw from the person who committed or
were responsible for the breach. This does not relieve that person of liability for the
breach.
18.4 Under Section 162 of the Local Government Act 2002 the Council may apply to the
District Court for the grant of an injunction restraining a person from committing a
breach of this bylaw.
18.5 The Council may seize and impound signage in accordance with Sections 164 and
165 of the Local Government Act 2002. The Council may, at its discretion, charge a
fee from the person responsible for the breach if that person wishes to have their
property returned.
18.6 The Council will deal with any signage seized and impounded in accordance with
Sections 167 and 168 of the Local Government Act 2002.
19.

Serving of Notices and Documents

19.1 Except as otherwise expressly provided for in any Act, where any notice, order or other
document is required to be served on any person for the purposes of this bylaw, the
Council may serve notice by:
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19.1.1 delivering it personally or sending it by courier or messenger
19.1.2 sending it by registered post to the person's last known place of
residence or business.
19.2 If that person is absent from New Zealand, the notice may be sent to his or her agent
instead of to that person.
19.3 If that person has no known name or address or is absent from New Zealand and has
no known agent, and the notice relates to any land or building, the notice may be
served on the occupier, or if there is no occupier the notice may be put on some
conspicuous part of the land or building without the notice naming the owner or
occupier.
19.4 If that person has died, the notice may be served on his or her personal or legal
representative or executor.
19.5 Where a notice is sent by registered post it will be sent to arrive in the normal course
no later than when the notice is required to be served and will be deemed to have
been served at the time when the registered letter would be delivered in the ordinary
course of post.
20.

Revocations and Savings

20.1 The Signage Bylaw 2012 is hereby revoked.
20.2 Any approval, permit or other act of authority which originated under or was continued
by the bylaw revoked in clause 20.1 that is continuing at the commencement of this
bylaw, continues to have full force and effect for the purposes of this bylaw, but is
subject to the application of any relevant clauses in this bylaw.
20.3 The revocation of the bylaws specified in clause 20.1 shall not prevent any legal
proceedings being taken to enforce those bylaws and such proceedings shall continue
to be dealt with and completed as if the bylaws had not been revoked.
20.4 The resolutions of the Council made or continued under the bylaws revoked under
clause 20.1 continue to have full force and effect for the purposes of this bylaw as if
they were resolutions made under this bylaw.
21.

Review of Bylaw

21.1 A comprehensive review of this bylaw shall be carried out no later than 2029 as
required by the Local Government Act 2002.
21.2 The Council reserves the right to carry out an early review of any aspect of the bylaw
that has not been found to have been effective in addressing identified user conflicts,
health and safety concerns and matters of public nuisance.
21.3 By resolution, the Council may make changes to any schedule or explanatory note in
this bylaw.
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SCHEDULE 1. SIGNS AFFECTING TRAFFIC
The following criteria will be used by an Authorised Officer or Agent to assess whether or not a sign
complies with Section 12 of the bylaw. The Authorised Officer or Agent may also find the information
about signage published by the New Zealand Transport Agency (as referenced in clause 5.6), useful
in making decisions under this schedule and Section 12 of the bylaw.
A.

Placement and Location
The appropriateness of the sign in terms of its size, type, location and form in relation to the
surrounding environment and the zone in which it occurs. In particular:

B.

1.

The scale, style and simplicity of the sign: the location of the sign in relation to other
signs and adjacent structures and buildings and the size of the site on which the sign will
be placed; and its relationship with the streetscape, landscape and open space areas in
the vicinity of the proposed sign.

2.

Whether the size of the sign is appropriate for the target audience (e.g. pedestrians or
car drivers);

3.

The cumulative visual effect of the sign in conjunction with any other signs in the
surrounding environment;

4.

The impact of any lighting associated with the sign — in particular intensity, glare,
duration of use, location, direction and lighting spill;

5.

How the sign maintains safe and clear sight and movement lines and how it is separated
from other signs.

6.

Whether the sign eliminates the need for other signs on the property;

7.

If the sign is freestanding, the placement of the sign having regard to whether it creates
obstruction of pedestrian paths, sight and movement lines;

8.

The opportunity for the sign to be used by multiple tenancies, thus reducing the need for
additional signage.

Safety
The appropriateness of the sign in terms of its potential to cause danger to public safety. In
particular:
1.

The impact of the sign in obstructing the view of corners, intersections, vehicle or
pedestrian crossings, or any information or naming signs. This also includes signs which
cause pedestrians to move off the footpath and onto the road to avoid obstacles.

2.

The potential adverse impact of flashing lights or variable images on traffic safety or
navigational safety if located near the coast;

3.

The potential effect of glare from any illuminated sign on pedestrian and road users
safety;

4.

The potential for the sign to be confused with or obscure any traffic signal or sign;

5.

The ease at which the sign can be read where traffic safety may be an issue near major
roads or motorways;

6.

The potential for the sign to affect public access to a site or a public place; the safety of
pedestrians (including whether or not the sign might create a hiding place or an
entrapment area), or the safety of road users.
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Attachment 4 – Reference to other councils approach

TA
Waimakariri
District Council

Sign provisions
District Plan

Notes
Has recently gone through review of DP and signs are currently being managed through rules in
DP.
Section 32 report
https://www.waimakariri.govt.nz/__data/assets/pdf_file/0031/98266/21.-SIGNS-S32-DPR2021..pdf

Thames
Coromandel
District Council

Views District plan is better
option regarding amenity issues

DP rules relating to signs
https://waimakariri.isoplan.co.nz/draft/#Rules/0/206/1/0/0
The main problem for was enforcement – getting signs removed through the District Plan was a
long, time consuming process – and when the signs constituted a physical danger, this was
worse.
When it’s a safety issue – (traffic safety in particular) stay with the bylaw.
When it’s an amenity issue, I think the district plan is a better option (especially signs relating to
activities not on the site).

Selwyn District
Council

Preference using bylaw to
manage signs
Uses district plan to manage signs
on private late and public places
bylaw to manage signs on public
land

Public places bylaw
https://www.selwyn.govt.nz/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/284312/PUBLIC-PLACES-BYLAW2018.pdf
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Kawerau District
Council
Kaipara District
Council

n/a

Have not reviewed signs bylaw yet

Provisions for signs both in bylaw
and district plan

Here at Kaipara we are currently consulting on our draft District Plan. The signs chapter in the
draft has been written with an associated amended signs bylaw in mind to make sure both
align. My colleague Virginia has a foot in both camps for this mahi as she has been involved
with the signs chapter development and will lead the signs bylaw review work which will start
later in the year. We are expecting to go out with a draft bylaw AFTER our proposed District
Plan has been adopted for submissions in around April next year – e.g. anticipating not much in
the way of change for the sign rules as part of that process.
I hear you about having nebulous bylaws, our current one is part of our Consolidated General
Bylaw and is far from clear!

Auckland

A new joint Auckland Council and Auckland Transport Signs Bylaw was recently adopted by
Auckland Council’s Governing Body and the Board of Auckland Transport (relevant agenda
report can be viewed by clicking on the link below attached which also contains relevant
background information, including public consultation and iwi engagement):
https://infocouncil.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/Open/2022/05/GB_20220526_AGN_10156_AT.PDF
Further information on the new Signs Bylaw can also be found on the Auckland Council
webpage below:
https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/plans-projects-policies-reportsbylaws/bylaws/Pages/signage-bylaw.aspx
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TA
Wairarapa

Timaru

Provisions for signs
- Provisions for signs are
within the WCDP
(Wairarapa Combined
District Plan)
- Provisions are set out in
Masterton edition, and
the SWDC and CDC
edition
- Provisions set out under
each zone rules ie rural,
residential, commercial
- Under public places bylaw
- Signs policy encompassed
within public places
bylaw.

Other info
- review of the consolidated
bylaw was undertaken in
2018-2019
- review removed reference to
signs as they are covered in
the district plan

-

-

Hurunui

-

provisions for signs are
within the District Plan
has permitted, prohibited
etc in terms of signs
allowed
contains objectives,
policies and rules

Microsoft Word Wairarapa_Combined_District_Plan_Updated_Version_Oct
27 2021 Masterton Edition (mstn.govt.nz)
Page 5-11, 5-12
Microsoft Word Wairarapa_Combined_District_Plan_Updated 20 August
2019 (for South Wairarapa District and Carterton District)
(mstn.govt.nz)

-

QLDC

Link

-

-

Shorter in length than other
TAs.
Sorted by sign type rather
than by zoning
Includes purpose and policies
relating to signs
lengthy list of performance
standards which may be
potentially onerous and have
similar issues to KDC
Rules are set out in tables
Different rules for different
zones eg residential,
commercial etc

Provisions for signs are
scattered across 6
different chapters.
(Directional Sign Policy,
Northern Pegasus Bay
Bylaw, Public Places
Bylaw, Uniformed Legal
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Chapter-2.pdf (timaru.govt.nz)

-

odp_-section-18-signs-february-2016.pdf (qldc.govt.nz)

-

odp_-section-18-rules-for-signs-may-2019.pdf
(qldc.govt.nz)

Roads Policy, Chapter 3 –
Rural Chapter,
Marlborough - MBC never replied to my
email but their website
seems to show that their
signs are dealt with
through District Plan
(chapter 21 – Outdoor
advertising)
Whanangui
Rules in district plan

-

https://eplan.whanganui.govt.nz/eplan/#Rules/0/187/1/0/0

Council controls signs in a few different ways;
-

-

-

-

-

Hanmer Springs Directional Signs Policy
(https://www.hurunui.govt.nz/repository/libraries/id:23wyoavbi17q9ssstcjd/hie
rarchy/Support_Services/Policies/Hanmer%20Springs/HanmerSpringsDirectiona
lSigns.pdf)
Northern Pegasus Bay Bylaw 2015
(https://www.hurunui.govt.nz/repository/libraries/id:23wyoavbi17q9ssstcjd/hierarchy/Support_Services/Policies/Northern%20pegasus%20bay/No
rthern-Pegasus-Bay-Bylaw-2015.pdf)
Public Places Bylaw 2014 (Link;
https://www.hurunui.govt.nz/repository/libraries/id:23wyoavbi17q9ssstcjd/hierarchy/Support_Services/Policies/Public%20places/Public-PlacesBylaw-2014.pdf)
Unformed Legal Roads Policy
(https://www.hurunui.govt.nz/repository/libraries/id:23wyoavbi17q9ssstcjd/hierarchy/Support_Services/Policies/Roads%20and%20streets/Unfor
med-Legal-Roads-Policy.pdf)
Hurunui District Plan; Chapter 3 – Rural (https://dp.hurunui.govt.nz/eplan/#Rules/0/5/1/0/0) and Chapter 4 – Settlements
(https://dp.hurunui.govt.nz/eplan/#Rules/0/6/1/0/0)

MBC :
-

https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/repository/libraries/id:1w1mps0ir17q9sgxanf9/hierarchy/Documents/Your%20Council/Environmental%20Policy
%20and%20Plans/WARMP%20Volume%201%20List/Chapter%2021%20Outdoor%20Advertising.pdf
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