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Clean Fill 

 

In the past clean fill (materials such rocks, soil, concrete, bricks and other materials 
that do not decompose) and animal offal were accepted for disposal at the Kaikōura 
landfill, but council’s ability to provide these services ended with the closure of that 
landfill in 2022. 

The Kaikōura landfill was closed in response to it approaching the limits of its capacity 
and associated concerns of Environment Canterbury (‘ECan’) regarding the potential 
environmental impact of what was an old and relatively primitive landfill that lacked the 
controls expected in modern facilities, particularly where that facility is in an urban 
area. 

Following that closure clean fill can now only be accepted as general refuse for disposal 
at the Kate Valley regional landfill and will be subject to the normal (relatively high) 
charges that apply. 

Offal cannot now be accepted at all. The Kate Valley landfill does not accept offal and it 
therefore cannot be mixed with general refuse. 

Transporting offal from Kaikōura to other remote disposal services is not practical 
because the material would have to be delivered separately from other wastes and the 
quantities produced in Kaikōura are very small, making it practical to accumulate this 
material until an adequate quantity is available for efficient transport. 



The previous practice of accepting offal for disposal in ‘offal holes’ at the Kaikōura 
landfill was unusual (few if any other councils have such arrangements) and had to 
cease when the landfill was closed. 

Whilst farmers commonly have offal holes on their properties, they do so under an ECan 
rule that permits such disposal where that offal is sourced from the same property as 
that on which the hole is located.  

Operating offal holes that accept material from other properties is not a permitted 
activity under ECan’s rules and would require a resource consent to be obtained. 
Council does not believe that an application for such a consent in respect of offal holes 
on the site of the now closed Kaikōura landfill would be successful because this site is 
not well suited for that purpose, being on a hillside in an urban area. 

Obtaining a resource consent for such an activity outside of the Kaikōura urban area is 
suspected to be more achievable, but such an alternative site would then face a very 
substantial problem in respect of the how access to it was controlled to avoid potential 
misuse - for example dumping of other refuse in the holes.  

Council has been unable to envisage how such control on access could be provided in a 
practical and affordable way, and for this reason it is not intended to explore provision of 
a service for the disposal of offal any further. 

A more positive situation exists in respect of clean fill, with a potentially suitable site for 
the cost-effective disposal of this material existing adjacent to the closed landfill. A 
resource consent from ECan would again be required for this activity, but it is believed 
that obtaining that may not be very difficult, though some cost would be associated. 

The development of a cleanfill disposal site here will therefore be explored further once 
current work to finalise the permanent closure of the Kaikōura landfill site is completed.  

 

 

 

 


