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Kaikōura District Council Cemeteries – 

Public Information Guide 

 

Kaikōura District Council manages cemeteries on behalf of the community to provide respectful, 

accessible places of remembrance. This guide explains what you can expect from Council and 

what responsibilities sit with families and the public. 

Choosing a Cemetery Plot 

• Burial plots are selected by the purchaser or their authorised representative. 

• Council helps confirm availability and records your chosen plot but does not decide the 

grave location on your behalf. 

• Plots may be pre-purchased, subject to availability. 

If You No Longer Want a Pre-Purchased Plot 

• If Council agrees to buy back a pre-purchased plot, it will be repurchased at the original 

purchase price paid, with no adjustment for inflation. 
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Burials and Coffins 

• Council places no restrictions on coffin size or materials, provided burials meet legal and 

health requirements. However, KDC needs to know sizes in advance for preparation 

purposes.  

• Council does not provide specialist burial equipment. Funeral directors or families are 

responsible for any equipment required for the service. 

• Provide reasonable notice of intended burial or ashes interment to allow for verification 

of documentation, plot availability, contractor scheduling, and safe preparation of the 

site. Short‑notice requests may be declined where operational or safety requirements 

cannot be met. 

Grave Preparation and Reinstatement 

• Burials are carried out between the hours:  

o Monday to Friday - 9am-5pm, excluding public holidays or days that they are 

observed. 

o Saturday - 9am-12pm 

o Services outside these hours may be undertaken by special arrangement with the 

Manager. Consideration will be given to the reason for the request and approval 

will depend on the Council Contractor’s availability to prepare the grave and 

complete the burial safely 

• Graves are refilled as soon as practicable following a burial. 

• Graves are reinstated as soon as practicable after the burial has taken place. This involves 

back filling the grave, compacting and re-sowing. In some sites the grave may need to be 

back-filled up to a year after the burial. In Kaikōura, clay and soil conditions mean it can 

take time for graves to fully settle. 

• Additional backfilling or reinstatement may be required over time as the ground naturally 

settles. 

• This is a normal and unavoidable part of cemetery management. 

Headstones and Memorials 

• The care and maintenance of headstones and memorials is the responsibility of families 

or plot holders, not the Council. 

• Council does not restrict memorial wording, images, or writing on different sides of a 

headstone. 

• Memorials must not pose a safety risk or breach any law. 

• Families are responsible for arranging installation, upkeep, and repair of memorials. 

Memorabilia, Tributes, and Decorations 

• Flowers, tributes, and personal items may be placed at graves. 

• Wreaths and other floral tributes or ornaments not permanently fixed to the monument 

may be placed on the plot for a period of ten days following the interment. After ten 
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days, items must be removed or relocated to the concrete beam or area directly in front 

of the headstone. 

• Planting or placement of other items is not permitted on any of the grass areas of the 

cemetery as the area is established as mown grass turf following an interment. 

• Council may remove items that:  

o create safety hazards 

o obstruct maintenance or burials 

o have deteriorated over time 

Where possible, Council aims to manage this respectfully. 

What Council Looks After 

Council is responsible for: 

• Cemetery grounds, lawns, paths, and general maintenance 

• Keeping cemetery records 

• Managing health and safety within cemetery areas 

What Families and the Public Look After 

Families and visitors are responsible for: 

• Headstones and memorial maintenance 

• Items placed on or around graves 

• Conducting themselves respectfully and safely 

• Following directions from Council staff or contractors when required 

Staying Safe  

• All persons within Council cemeteries must comply with health and safety instructions 

provided by authorised Council staff or contractors. 

• Open graves and burial sites are controlled areas and may be restricted or secured for 

safety reasons before, during, and after interment activities. 

• Vehicles must be operated safely and in accordance with posted signage or directions. 

 

Need Help or More Information? 

If you have questions about cemetery services, burials, or memorials, please contact Kaikōura 

District Council. 

  Website: www.kaikoura.govt.nz/community/community-facilities/cemetery 

        Email: kdc@kaikoura.govt.nz 

We understand cemeteries are deeply personal places. Council aims to balance respect for 

individual wishes with the care of shared community spaces. 
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Appendix 1: Maximum Headstone Size  

Octagon Garden Ashes  

 

 

Burial Headstone  
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Rose Garden Ashes 

 

 

 

 

 

 


