KAIKOURA DISTRICT COUNCIL

WORKSHOP RECORD

Date: Wednesday 11 February 2026

Time: 3.00pm —3.30pm

Location: | Totara, Council Chambers, Civic Building

Open or .

Closed: Open Workshop Session

Apologies: Councillor K Heays

Subject: DOC Tentative List and World Heritage
Presenters: Presenters: Mel Skinner

Workshop Notes:

Purpose of the workshop/short description:

Update on the application for being added to DOC Tentative list.

What was discussed:

Mel presented an update on the World Heritage Tentative List. Key points
included:

Kaikoura is progressing an application for World Heritage status. Mel
noted this is a challenging process that typically takes 7-10 years to
complete.

The national Tentative List had not been reviewed for 18 years, and
the review process was reopened in 2023.

World Heritage status focuses on protection and long-term
management of significant environments.

The presentation outlined how various industries interact with and
impact the area.

Mel highlighted that Kaikoura already exceeds several thresholds
required for World Heritage status.

Kaikoura meets five criteria under the World Heritage framework. The
application is not seeking classification as a “pristine, untouched
environment.”

Regarding fisheries management, Mel clarified that any ‘no-take’
zones will not be imposed externally. The Kaikoura Marine Guardians
will continue to provide recommendations to Fisheries New Zealand.
World Heritage status does not result in sites being removed from the
list due to environmental change; for example, the Great Barrier Reef
remains listed despite climate-related impacts.

Mel also noted that local tourism operators are strongly focused on
ecotourism, with robust processes already in place to support
sustainable practice.

Mel noted that support from local iwi has not been obtained at this
point and so the application will need to be discussed with DOC as to
whether it can be put forward for consideration.




End Result / Direction from Council/ Actions:
Mel to advice on outcome of conversations with DOC team.




