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Kaikoura Council sets direction for water services delivery

Kaikoura District Council has set a direction for how its water services may be delivered
in the future.

Elected members on Wednesday voted in favour of water services being delivered
through the preferred structure of a joint Water Services Council Controlled Organisation
(WSCCO) with Hurunui District Council.

Consultation was undertaken from 20 March to 23 April 2025. A total of 14 written
submissions were received, with 9 favouring a joint WSCCO and 4 favouring an in-house
water services business unit. One submission didn’t indicate a preference.

Following this week’s decision, Council will work on a joint Water Services Delivery plan
with Hurunui, which will be submitted for approval to the Department of Internal Affairs by
the deadline of 3 September 2025 under the government’s Local Water Done Well
reform. Any new arrangements are expected to come into effect from the financial year
26/27 at the earliest.

Mayor Craig Mackle said it was a significant Council decision made in the best interests
of our community for the longer term. “We need to be thinking longer term and not just
what is right in front of us”.

“Under the new water reform legislation, the cost of water services for our community will
increase from 2026/27 regardless of the option we chose, but working closely with our
neighbours helps with longer term affordability”

CEO Will Doughty said that now both Councils have made their decision there is a lot of
work to do together on the detail for a joint Water Services Delivery Plan for government
approval by the 3" September 2025.

Deputy Mayor Julie Howden, said “We look forward to working with Hurunui District
Council now to develop the Water Services Delivery Plan and creating a future to provide
a robust framework for the delivery of both of our water services in a manner beneficial
to all of our ratepayers "



