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Kaikoura District Council Smoke and
Vape-Free Public Places Guidelines

Purpose

Kaikoura District Council supports healthy, welcoming and family-
friendly public spaces by encouraging smoke and vape-free lifestyles as
a positive community norm across the district.

These Guidelines aim to protect the health and wellbeing of children,
young people and the wider community by encouraging people not to
smoke or vape in public places where others gather, play, participate in
recreation and attend community events.

The Guidelines also support cleaner public spaces by helping reduce
cigarette butt and vape-related litter, environmental harm and fire risk.
They are educational and community-focused in hature and rely on
voluntary cooperation, positive role modelling and shared responsibility
rather than regulation or enforcement.

Definition

For the purposes of these
Guidelines, “smoking and
vaping” includes:

e Cigarettes, cigars, pipes
and other tobacco
products

e vaping devices and e-
cigarettes, with or
without nicotine
heated tobacco products
and similar inhaled
products

Scope

The following Council-owned
playgrounds, parks and
recreation areas are
identified as smoke and
vape-free public places:
e Gillings Lane Reserve
e Takahanga Domain
e Gooches Beach
Playground
e Churchill Park
e Bayview Street Park
e South Bay Playground
and Park Area
e Seaview Playground
e Kekeno Park
Council also encourages
smoke and vape-free
behaviour at Council-run
events.

Objectives

The objectives of these
Guidelines are to:

e encourage smoke and
vape-free public
environments

e protect children, young
people and the wider
community from
exposure to second-hand
smoke and vapour

e reduce the normalisation
of smoking and vaping in
places used by children,
young people, whanau
and the wider community

e promote positive role
modelling and healthy
lifestyle choices

e support clean, enjoyable
public spaces by reducing
cigarette butt and vape-
related litter,
environmental harm and
fire risk

e encourage voluntary
community cooperation
through education,
awareness and positive
social norms rather than
enforcement or punitive
measures
support Council's
community wellbeing,
environmental and
sustainability outcomes



Implementation & promotion

Council will promote smoke and vape-free public spaces through positive
messaging that encourages respectful and healthy behaviour.
This may include:
e sighage in parks, playgrounds and community facilities
e information on Council's website and communication channels
e cOMmMunNity promotions and public awareness campaigns
e engagement with schools, sports clubs, event organisers and community
groups
e promotion of the environmental and health benefits of smoke and vape-
free spaces

Council may work alongside health agencies, schools, community
organisations, sports clubs and event organisers to support awareness of
smoke and vape-free environments and to share information about the health
and environmental impacts of smoking, vaping and second-hand exposure.
Event organisers and user groups booking Council facilities are encouraged to
actively support smoke and vape-free environments through signage,
announcements and event communications where appropriate.

Messages and sighage will focus on encouragement, wellbeing and
community pride.
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Voluntary Community
Support

These Guidelines are not a
regulatory bylaw and do not
prohibit smoking or vaping
in public places.

Council encourages residents
and visitors to support these
Guidelines voluntarily by
choosing not to smoke or
vape in identified public
places and around children,
young people and
community gatherings.

The success of these
Guidelines relies on
community leadership,
positive social norms and
mutual respect.

Council staff will not
undertake enforcement
action in relation to these
Guidelines.

Monitoring &
Review

Council may periodically
review these Guidelines to
assess their effectiveness,
community awareness and
opportunities for further
promotion of smoke and
vape-free public spaces.
These Guidelines should be
reviewed within three years
of adoption.
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