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Kaikoura District Council Media Release: 09/10/25

Wakatu Quay Nearing Completion

Clearly visible on the Kaikoura skyline and on schedule for completion by Christmas, the newly
constructed Wakatu Quay hospitality building and surrounding development are nearing their final
stages.

Construction on Wakatu Quay development began at the end of October last year and has been led
by local contractor LMC Building and Construction Ltd.

Over the past 12 months, work has progressed in stages. Infrastructure to future-proof the site for
ongoing development has been completed, and the 303m? hospitality building, designed to
accommodate up to 140 guests, is now in the final phase of its base build. Upgrades to roading and
parking on Wakatu Quay Road and Avoca Street have also been completed.

The final stage, scheduled for November, will focus on landscaping the site. This will include new
garden beds and the installation of cultural artworks designed by Riki Manuel and constructed by Art
Fetiche with the guidance of Te Riinanga o Kaikoura.

The land and building are owned by the Kaikoura District Council on behalf of the community. The
Council is currently seeking a suitable tenant for the hospitality building, with a lease agreement to
be finalised in due course.

An open day is planned for mid-December to celebrate the project’s completion and to give locals
the opportunity to view the development up close. Following this event, the area will once again be
open to the public, providing access to the wharf and surrounding open spaces.

The development of Wakatu Quay is one of two projects that make up the Kaikoura Marine
Development Programme. Both have been funded through a $10.8 million PGF grant, administered
by Kanoa — the Regional Economic Development & Investment Unit. The other project, the South
Bay Harbour Business Case, was completed in December 2022

Further information on the project is available on the Kaikoura District Council website.

ENDS

For more updates follow Kaikdura District Council on Facebook or on the KDC website.

Any enquiries can be made to Donya Nee by email Donya.Nee@XKaikoura.govt.nz

Page1of1 9t October 2025


https://www.facebook.com/KaikouraDistrictCouncil/
mailto:Donya.Nee@Kaikoura.govt.nz

